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|INTRO DUCTION. 


| He People, whom God 44, pe. 
choſe to preſerve the {1 of this 

true Religion until the Trcatiſc- 
| preaching of rhe Goſ- 
pel, may ſerve for an Excellent 
| Model of a Man's Life, moſt con- 
formable to Nature. We ſee in 
their manners the moſt Rational 
{ ways of Subſiſting, of employing 
7 our time, and of living in Society; 
'and we are capable of Learning 
from "em not only Morality bur 

\ alſo Oeconomy and Policy. | 
| Yet thoſe manners are ſo diffe- 
rent from ours , that they oftend 
[us -at the firſt bluſh. We - ſee 
\among the 1/-aelires neither thoſe 
[Titles of Nobility,nor that Multi- 
tude of Offices, nor that na aes- 
B 0 15 
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ty and hardneſs of Heart; and th: 


Tather defery'd contempt th 
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of Conditions, which is found a4 
mong us: There are none among / 
them but Labourers and Husband 
men ; all working with their Hand 
all married, and counting the mu 8 
titnde of Children for a great - 
Happineſs. The Diſtinction of. 
Meats and living - Creatures Cle \ 
atidUnclean,& their frequent Porit _ 
cations ſeem to us odd and Caprich x 
ous Ceremonies,and their bloody Sg. 
crifices give us a diſguſt. Moreover |. 
we ſee, that this People were very , 
Inclinable to Idolatry ; that thi «. 
Scripture upon that account ofte 
reproaches them with their Indoci 
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the Fathers trew+them as Groſs an(_. 
Carnal, All this, joyned tols 
Confuſed Prepoſleſlion, that wh 
is moſt Ancient is always mof 7 
Imperfect, does calily perſwade u 
that thoſe men were brutal ann | 


norant, and that their Mann 


Admiration, ve 


From whence it proceeds i all 
part, that the Holy Scriptures, th 
pectally thoſe of the old Teſtd,, 
ment, are ſo little read or wi 


The'/'Jntroductior. 3 
1 ſo- little Profit. ' The good Crs: 
Wakes who: has not "yet rid himſelf 
of | thoſe Prepoſleſſions , is dif 
guſted with is Scene of ſtrange 
" Manners. 'He attributes all without 
7 Diſtiniotto the Imperfetion of 
h the old Law ,or believes,that under 
that yeil are: concealed : Myſteries, 
2 which: :he' does. not underſtand. 
1 Thoſe who have not ſuſhcient faith 
*and:- uprightneſs of Heart are 
| tempted upon theſe appearances tg 
deſpiſe Scripture. it ſelf, which 
7 ſeems tom filled with 1ow things, 
or from thence to draw ſuch ill 
conſequences, as may in ſome'mea- 
A ſure Authoriſe their - vices. | But obs 
1 when we :compare the manners. of 
| the Iſraelites with thoſe of the Ro- 
mans; Grecians, Egyptians and other 
People of antiquity whom we moſt 
eſteem”, thoſe Prejudices immedi- 
Ae vaniſh. Viſible it \ is, ;that 


there was-in thema noble ſimplicity 
* better than all. the Refinements in 
the/world; that the /ſrarbtes had 
7 all that was good in the manners of 
,1 the other People of their time ; 
.1 that they were exempt from moſt 
4of their Defects; and. that they - 
B 2 had 
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had beyond others the, 1ncompara- 


- ble advantage of Knowing , whi- 


| 
ther was to be referred all the Con- | 
duct of Life : ſince they were ac- , 
quainted with the true Religion, * 
which is the foundation of Mo- , 
rality. 3 
We learn then to. diſtinguiſh] ; 
amidſt what their manners have: 
of Offenſive , and That which IS 
Really blameable ; That which , 
proceeds only from- the diſtance of, , 
Times and Places, being of it ſell; , 
indifferent 3 and that which: being 
good in it ſelf diſpleaſes us ſolely; , 
through the corruption of our.; 
Manners. For a great part of the , 
difference between them and us, , 
does not. proceed from our being 


more enlightned by Chriſtianity; but 1, 


the reaſon is, we are leſs Rational 
*Tis not Chriſtianity , has introdu-' p 
ced that great inequality of condi. , 
tions, that contempt of Labour, ; 
that love of Sports, that Authort- 
ty of women and young Perſons, that 
averſion of a plain and frugal Life, - 
which renders us ſo different from 
the Ancients, Thoſe ſhepherds and I 
Plough-men, whom we meet witha 


The Jntroduction. 

a m their Hiſtories, and . amongſt 
- whom money was of ſo little 
"| uſe, and gteat Fortunes ſo rare, 
pf might more eaſilyhave been made 
n good Chriſtians, than our Courti- 
"ers, Lawyers , Trades-men, and 
> many People who ſpend their lives 
1 in an idle, inglorious and uneaſy 
| Poverty. 
'© For thereſt, I do not pretend 
þ here to make a Panegyrick but a ve- 
f ry plain Relation, ſuch as thoſe 
if of Treavellers, who have ſeen very 
' diſtant Countries. I ſhall ſet down 
» for good, what is good; for Evil, 
! what is Evil ; for Indifferent, what 
';s | indifferent. I only demand . 
© that the Reader may lay aſide all 
' manner of /Prepoſleſſions', thathe 
& may judge of theſe manners only 
n by right ' reaſon and good 
\ ſenſe. | defire him to quit the 
Particular Ideas of his Country, 
5. andhis Age to conſider, the 1ſraclites 
'4-in the times and places, wherein 
- they lived, to. compare *em with 
' the adjacent Nations, and by thoſe 
” meanwto underſtand their ways and 
'-Maxims. For *tis'to' be altogether 
© Ignorant of. Hiſtory not to ſee the 
| B 3 great 
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great difference , which the Dk h 
ſtance of Times and Places produce þh 
in manners. The French inhabit *- 
the ſame Conntry. that was Inha jj 
bitcd by the Gals and afterwards by y 
the Remans, How far are theh 
French now from either of their a 
ways of Living ; and how different p 
from their own Country-men, who n 
lived three or four hundred years | 
ago? 2nd in this very age What ] 
cohercnce is there between ow: (} 
manners aud thoſe of the Tarks, In Y 
dians or Chineſes ? So that if we t] 
joyn thoſe two kinds of diſtance; 1; 
we ſhall not need to wondet, that h 
the men who lived in PaJeft:re hat t 
manners diftcrent - from. ours 3: we I; 
ſhall rather admire at/what - we find x 
conformable. | i 
' We muſt not however Imagine, y 
that thoſe changes are Regular, and þ 
always go 4n aft equal Progreſs. Of- « 
tentimes very neighbouring Coun- x 
tries are. very different through 1 
the Diverſity of Religions and-Go- & 
vernments ;. as at preſent Spain atd \ 
Africa, which under the Roman em- « 
pire were much united. - On the 3; 
| contrary, a near Relation - there s 1 
between 
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between Spain and Germany, which 

* had none inthe time of the Romans. 
IX 'Tis the ſame thing by Proportion 
& 1n the difference of times. Thoſe 
who know not Hiſtory , having 
i& heard ſay, that the men of former 
WH ages were more plain than us, ſup- 
it poſe the World to refine dayly 
0 more and more, and that the far- 
ſ{ ther we look back into Antiquity , 
4 the more groſs and Ignorant we 
ſhall find the Wretches to have been. 
* Yetit is not ſoin thoſe Countries , 
'* that have been inhabited ſucceſiive- 
ly by divers Nations: The Revyc- 
a lutions there happening, have from 
{ time to time brought Miſery and 
* Ignorance into them after Proſpe- 
«d rity and Politeneſs. Thus Italy is 
ina much better condition than it 

, was eight Hundred years ago - 
0 but eight hundred years before un- 
| der the firſt Ceſars it was more hap- 
py and more magnificent, than it 
isnow. And truly to mount up 
eight hundred years higher, to- 
wards the time of the foundation 
of Rome, we (hall find the ſame 
I:aly very poor and ſavage. Na- 
tions haye their age in Proportion 
B 4 as 
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The Jntrodiiction. 
as wellas men : the moſt ſlouriſh- 
ing Eſtate of the Grecians was uns 
der Alexander; of the Romans under 
Anenſtus, of the Iſraelites under S- 
lomon. 

We myſt therefore diſtinguiſh 
in each People their beginning, , 
their greateſt Proſperity and their; 
Fall from it. We will thus conlt-: 
acer the Iſraclites 4n all the extent; 
of time wherein they have ſubſiſt-; 
ed fiom the call of Abraham to the 
lit ruine of FJeryſalem. ?Tis 
a [pace of aboye two thouſand years! 
yhich I divide into three parts 
according to the three very diffe- 
rent Eftates of that Nation. The 
firſt of the Patriarchs; the Second 
of the Iſraelites after their coming 
out of Egypt untill the Captivity of 
Babylon ; the third of the Fews after! 
their Return from the Captivity, un- 
till the Preaching of the Goſpel. 
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PARLT-L 
Of the Batriarchs. 


CAP.L 
Their Nobility. 


He Patriarchs lived nobly in 
much Liberty and. great A- 
bundance : and yet their Life was 


plan and laborious. Abrabam 


B. 5. knew- 
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knew all the order of his Ance- 
ſtours, and did not alter his Nobi- 
lity, ſeeing he marryed in his own 
Family. He took great care to 
give a wife of the ſame” Race to 
thoſe Sons, whom'God had promiled 
him : and Iſaac cauſed Jacob to ob: 
ſerve the ſame law. 

The Long lives of the Fathers fur- 
niſhed them the means oftwelTgucat- 
ing their Children, and of render: 
ing *em betimes ſolid and ferions 
Abraham had lived above an wal 
with Sem, and might learn from : 
him the State of the World _ 
the Deluge. Ke all along lived « 
with his father Thara, and was at 1 
lealt Seyenty years old, when he | 
loſt him. Jſaxc was Seventy five; 4 
when Abraham dyed ,nor did he ever « 
quit him that we know, of. And t £ 
1s the ſame in Proportion with the t 
other Patriarchs. Living ſo long 1 
a time with- their Fathers, they r 
took adyantage of their Experi- ij 
ence and their Inventions ; they v 
purſued their Deſigns.and confirmed F 
themſelyes in their Maxims; they fi 
remained conftant and equal in 
their conduct, For it was not ealy/c: 

t0 
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e- tochange, what had been well eſta- 
bi» bliſbed by-men who were ſtill liy- 
wn ing - and the ald men kept up their 
to, Authority nor only oyer the young 
to people, but alſo over thoſe old men, 
ed who were not ſo far advanced in 
»b- Age as themlelyes. + 

The memory of paſt things 
ur might eaſily be preſerved by the 
at: Tradition only of Old men,who na- 
er: turally loveto tell Stories, and 
os! had ſo much leiſure todo ſo. Thus 
ge they had nogreat need of writing, 
20! and the truth is, we ſee no mention 
- of writing before Afoſes. Hows 
e« ever it ſeems difficule, that ſo ma- 
at ny numbers he tells us of ſhould g,q, ,__.. 
he be kept in the memory of man,as the 1.8. 13. 
re; Age of all the Patriarchs ſince 4-6. 15. 4. 
ret, dam; the exact dates of the be- 2*: 
[it ginning and end of the Deluge; and 
he the meaſures of the Ark. I ſee 
ng not here any neceſlity of having 
ej recourſe to Miracle and: divine In- 
ri- ſpiration. *Tis More probable,that 
ej, writing was found out before the 
et Flood as well as Inſtruments of My- 
ex.lick, that were not ſo neceſlary. 
in Moreover the Patriarchs were 
{ycareful to preſerve'the memory of 
'To B 6 _ the 
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the moſt conſiderable things which/ 
happened to *em, by Altars, ſetting 
vpofStones and other ſolid Monu- 
ments. Thus Abraham raiſed 
Altars in divers places, where God 
had appeared to him. Facob con- 
ſecrated the Stone, which he made 
uſe of for a Pillow during the my-; 
ſterious dream of the Ladder, and 
called that heap of Stones Galeed, 
which was the ſign of his, Allyance' , 
with Laban. Of this kind was the 
Sepulcher of Rachel,the Well called 
Sh:bah, and. all the others , which 
the Hiſtory of Iſaac makes mention 
of, Sometimes they contentec 
themſelves with giving new name! 
to places without making any 
change in them. The Greeks and Re 
ans lay as much of their Heyo's , of 
whom the moſt Ancient come neat 
the time of the Patriarchs : All 
Greece was full of their Monuments, 
and ezeas alone did give names to 
iurdry places in Sicily and 1s 


. The names of the Patriarch 
wereallo a kind of more plain and 
familiar Monuments. They al 
gnifyed ſomething , and uſual! 

ſhewe( 


of the Ifraclites. 


. ſhewed ſome Particular circumſtance 


of their birth, or ſome bleſſing of 
God. Thus it was as an abridged 
Hiſtory ; for they took care to ex- 
plain to their Children the Reaſon 
of thoſe names, ſo as they could 


{ Not. afterwards pronounce them 


without refreſhing their memory. 
This care of Poſterity, and this 
foreſight of the future ſhews 


. great and noble Spirits, 


The Patriarchs were perfeCtly free, 
and their Family was a State, where- 
of the Father was King. For what 


did Abraham want of that which 


makes up a Sovereign, but vain 
Titles and tronbleſome Ceremo- 
nies? To no body he was ſubject; 
Kings made allyances with him ; 
and when he pleaſed, he made 
War and Peace. Princes did court 
the Allyance of Jſaac - and 1ſmae! 
Facob and Eſau were preſerved in 
the ſame Independency. Where- 
fore words muſt not impoſe upon 
us 3 nor muſt we look vpon Abra- 
ham as Inferiour to Amraphel or 
Abimelech , becauſe the Scripture 
does not call him King as well as 
them, He was ſurely of as great 

Eſtimation 


F'3 


Family. 
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Eſtimation as one of thoſe four! t 


Kings which he defeated with his þ 


Domeltical troops, and the help o 
his three Allyes. The greateſt diffe- 
rence is, hedid not confine himſelt: 
like them within walls , and his 


] 
{ 


State followed him, wherever he! * 


was pleaſed' to Encamp. All the! 


Hiſtories we have that are worthy! 1 
of credit, ſhew us in thoſe timas! t 


but very ſmall Kingdoms in the 


Eaſt it ſelf - And in other Countries! 
we ſhall find *em much [maler a) 


long time afterwards. 
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Thetr Eſtates and Occupations, 


He riches of the Patriarchs 

- conſiſted principally in Cattle, 
whereof Abrabam muſt bave had a 
vaſt Stock, when he was oblized 
to part from his Nephew Lot, by 
reaſon that the Land could not con- 
tain them together. Jacob had 


likewiſe a great number, when he | 
returned from Meſopotamia lince ' 


the 


| 
| 1 
\ 
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ar! the Preſent that he made.to his Bro- 
is. ther Eſau was of five hundred and 
of! ninety head of Cattle; and the Scri- 
e- pture ſhews whatTort of Cattle they 
1f were, which they bred, Goats , 
is; Sheep , Camels, Kine, and Aſſes, 
1c: There were neither Horſes-nor 
e Hogs. . It was that great number of 
y; Herds and Flocks, which made 
s them ſo much eſteem Wells and 
e| Cyſterns in a Country that has no 
s| other River than that of TFordas, 
a| and where it rains but yery ſeldom. 
They. had Slaves too, of whom A- 
braham - muſt needs have had an 
'| huge number ; ſeeing of thoſe who 
were born in his own houſe, and 
; whom he himſelf had exerciſed, he 

armed three hundred and Eighteen. Gen. 14, 

Thus there muſt have been pro- 14-13. 2. 

portionably bonght Children old 243: 16, 
men Women and Slaves. * Tis ſaid, 
when that he returned from Egypr, 
he was Rich in Gold and 1n Silver. 
The Bracelets and Pendants, which 
his Servant Ekezer gave on his be- 
half to Rebecca, were of ſix ounces 
of Gold: And they had at that 
; time coyned money , as is manifeſt 


' by the Purchaſe of his Sepulcre. 
We 
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We ſee, they uſed Perfumes anc , 
precious Rayment by thofe of Eſau, 


which Faeob made 'uſe of at the, 


reception of+ his Father's Blel- , 
ling. oo | t 
With all theſe Riches, very La- 
borious they were in their Husbans 
dry. They lodged always in the, , 
Field, in Tems, changing their a 
bode according tothe conveniency, 0 
of their Paſturage : And by con. 
ſequence were frequently employ-) 
ed in Camping and decamping z, for, , 
they could make but ſmali Days, 
Journies with ſo great and comber- 
ſome a Tran. Not but that they, 
might have built houſes as well as ;- 

the other Inhabitants of the ſame! 
Country, but they preferred that' 
manner of Life, Which is undoubt-! þ 
edly the moſt Ancient, ſince it is. , 
moreeaſie to ſet up Tents than to e 
build houſes : And has ever paſt | , 
for the moſt perfe&, as fixing! »- 
men leaſt to the Earth, It does , 
likewiſe better ſhew the ſtate of the, x 
Patriarchs , who only Inhabited: 
that land as Trayellers in expecta- p 
tion of God's Promiſes, which| } 
were not to be fulfilled till after! , 
Lacir 


of the Iſraelites. 


their Deaths. The firſt Cities 
Y whereof mention is made, were built 
PBL! the moſt profligately wicked 
| Cain and Nimrod. They were 
, 'thefirſt, who ſhut themſelves vp in 
walls, and uſed fortifications to a- 
"yoid the puniſhment of their crimes, 
and to commit new ones with Im- 
-punity. But the good and honeſt 
Y people lived openly and without 
"any Fear. 
"| The principal occupation of the 
«|Patriarchs was the carc of their 
:| Herds and Flocks; which 1s appa- 
"| rent through all their Hiſtory, and 
'by the expreſs Declaration, the 
® Children of J/-acl made thereof to 
+ the King of Egypt. How innocent 
t ſoever Agriculture may be, the 
| Paſtoral life is the moſt perfect ; 
®) the firſt was the ſhare of Cain and 
the other of Abe!. It has ſome- 
thing more plain and more noble : 
, 'Tis leſs painful; tyes men leſs to 
the Earth, and yet is the moſt pro- 
fitable. Old Caroplac'd the Breed- 
ing of Cattle before tilling of the 
' ground; which yet he preferred 
; before the other ways of growing 
' rich, The juſt reproaches, which 
Facob 
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Facob makes to Laban, ſhew, that * 
the Patriarchs took that Employ - 
ment upon *em, and manag'd it with ® 
the greateſt and moſt ſerious Indu- ? 
ſtry 3 and that they ſpared their © 
pains on no occaſions. Thus was | 

in the day the draught conſumed me,ani 
the Froſt by Night 5, and my ſleep de- 

parted from mine eyes. Thus have | 

been twenty years in thy honſe, &C. 

We may judge of the pains the 

men took by what the Women did: 

Rebecca went a great way to fetcii 

water and carryed it npon her Shoul: 

ders. And Rachel her ſelf kept her 

Fathers flock, neither their Beauty 4 
nor tielr Nobility rendering t 
them the more nice and delicate P 
The Grecians, whoſe politeneſs we 4 
with ſo much reaſon Eſteem, dig 
for along while retain that ancienl 1 
Simplicity. Whereof Homer fusT 
niſhes us with examples on all occa 
ſions : And upon this foundatiot '# 
itis, that all Paſtoral Poems art T 
grounded. And verily in Syri«' 
Greece and Sicily there was aboy '1 
Fifteen hundred years .after the Pz 
triarchs People of good quality, wh 4 
made it their buſineſs to breed Cattle * 


- 'of the Iſraelites. "719. 
tat and who in the greateſt leiſure of 
»y4 That kind of life , and the fine hu. 
ith mour, which thoſe Countries in- 
Ju: ſpire, made Songs mighty natural 
ej; and: pleaſant. 
F-1 


el CAP. itt 
F Their Frugality. 


er S for their food and the other 
ti neceſſaries of Life, the Pa- 
ns Triarchs were not at all nice. The 
te) pottage, which Face had prepared 
v6 and which was ſo tempti..g ro Eſau . Gen. 25. 
i6 may make us jndge of their ordi- 
nary Diet: But we have an Exam- 
-ple of a magmficent Repaſt in that 
+ Which'Abraham made to the. three 28. 6. &c. 
xt 'Angels. He ſet before them a Calf, 
r{ New cakes, but baked upon the 29. 9, 
4 Hearth, together: with butter and 
j#-milk. They had, it ſeems, ſome 
z :Kind of Ragoyſts by that which Re- 
{ -becca made to 1ſaac; but his great 
« age may-excuſe that MN = 
a ame 


ſame toothſome aud Savoury "n 


b 


was compoſed of two Kidds an 
| Abraham ſet before the Angels1© 
| whole: Calf with a loaf of thre(® 
| meaſures of Meal, which is mor tt 
than two Buſhels, and near Fifty ſi 
pound in weight. From when 
we may conclude, they were gre 
eaters; and indeed they uſed muc 
exerciſe, and were perhaps muc 
taller and bigger than we are, 
well as longer lived. The Greeks wert* 
of opinion , that the men of thy; 
Heroical times were much greater [i 
and Homer makes 'em great Eatersb 
Ody. 14+ When Eumess receives Ulyſſes, ht © 
prepares a grcat Hog of five ye h 
old for five perſons. jk 
The Heroes of Homer ſervethem l 
ſelves on the ordinary occaſions of V 
Life; and we ſee the ſame done a 
the Patriarchs, Abraham who had ® 
ſo many Menial Servants, and why ® 
Gen.18.14+ was near an hundred years old, did 9 
himſelf fetch water to waſh the * 
feet of his Divine Gueſts, goes a { 
haſtens his wife to make them Bre 
ran himſelf to fetch meat for *em} " 
andreturn'd to ſerve them Standi y 


I grant, he mighgon ſuchanoccaſi | 
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n{be animated through his zeal to ex- 
eJerciſe hoſpitality - but all the reſt 
Of their lives were anſwerable to 
;rithis: Their Servants ſerved to help 
'em, not todiſpenſe them from La- 
vr. And truely what could ob- 
lige Facob going into Meſopotamia 
cjto take a journey of above an hun- 
dred and Fifty Leagues alone on 
foor with a Staft- in his hand, were 
Hit not his Laudable Simplicity and 
love to Labour ? which made him 
i ikewiſe take a Lodging on the 
-« ground, where the Night ſurpriz- 
ed him, and put a ſtone under his 
head to ſupply the place of a Pil- 
':low. Thus tho he had a tender 
| love for Foſeph,, yet he ſent this fa- 
yorite of his-at the age of ſixteen 
all alone from: Hebron to ſeek out 
his Brethren in S:ichem, which was 
1g along days journey; andtheyoung 
jd Stripling having not found %em 
there, continues his Journey a day 

{ longer as far as into Dothav. 


21, 


32, 10s 
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I no leſs admire their moderation _ 


inregard of women, when I conſider 
o/ their Libertyof having ſeveral, and 
their deſire of a numerous poſteri- 
ty. Abraham, to whom God had 
promiſed, 


Augiſt. dt 
CIV. 1642 54 


22 


Gen.15.2+ 
16, I' 5» 
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promiſed, that he ſhould be fath , 
of an innumerable progeny , rhohd 
lad a barren wife, yet entertained 
no thoughts of taking another, = - 
was reſolutely bent to have left his. 
Eſtate-to the Principal of his Dos; 
meſticks. Only from the hand of 
his wife it was, that he took" 
Second, and that at the age of four $ 
ſcore and ſix years. We muſt n® 
ſay, he was ſtill young in proporti) 
on'to his life, which was of an hu hl 
Ured and Seventy five- years ;, fi N 
that thirteen years afterwards ; * 
and Sarah,who was ten years young” 
er, are named Old, and when G 6: 
promiſed them a Son, She laughet®! 
as at an Incredible Wonder. [Hoy 
old ſoeyer Abraham 'was, and h A 
deſirous ſoevcr he might be''to ſP! 
the Children of Jſaac, yet he di th 
not Marry him, till he was for 
years old : And tho Rebecca wa 
twenty years barren, and -thet?? 


brought forth two Children = 


Birth, which were All She ever ha 
yet 1ſaac never had any other wife'* 
True, that Facob had at the ſam{® 
time two Wives and two concubine ”* 


but *tis fit we ſhould ſee how, Ht -* 
remained 
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remained Seventy Seven years with 
his Father, waiting for that bleſling, 
4 which was due to him by the Pro- 
4 miſe of God and by the conceſſion 
of his Brother. Atthat age began Gen. 29. 
ze to entertain thoughts of Marry- 
ing. He courted Rachel, but could 
. not obtain her till after Seven years 
\Service. Thus was he at length 
marryed at Fourſcore and four 
jlyears old. Leah is given him againſt 
his will : 'Her he kept, that he 
-Jmight not leave her diſhonoured - 
But as there was nolaw, which pro- 
hibited the having of ſeveral 
wives, or the marrying of two 
Siſters, he likewiſe took her, 
whom he had promiſed to marry. 
\4As ſhe was found to be barren, She 
c/Preſented her Husband with aSlave, 
:{that he might have Children; This 
5 as a kind of Adoption, practiſed 
an thoſe days 3 and her Siſter did the 
4 ſame for the encreaſe of their fami- 
-41y- From all which St. Auguſtin 
{| draws this Inference: We do net 
f read, that Facob demanded more than 
one Wife, or that he made uſe of feve- 
1974 but as he hept exatily the laws of c;vit. 18. 
Conjugal Fidelity © and we - muſt not 33. 


F think, 


A2 
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think, he had any other wife before | 
for why ſhould only the laſt be mad 
mention of ? | 
Notwithſtanding which,I do ng | 
pretend to juſtify all the Patriarch 
in this matter; The Hiſtory 0 
7«4dah and- of his Sons affords bu - 
too many examples to the Contra 
ry. I aimedonlyat ſhewing, tha 
we ought not to accuſe thoſe 0 
Lewdneſs, and Incontinencie, whor 
the Scripture points out as Th 
Friends of God. For ( in ſhort) 
ſure I am, that men were ver; 
much corrupted about that time 
Such was then in general the firh 
Eſtate of the People of God. At 
immenſe Liberty without othe| 
Government than that of a Father. 
who exerciſed an Abſolute Monar, * 
chy in his Family ; a Life very nat Fe 
ral and very commodious in a gred®! 
abundance of neceſſary, and a gre#”* 
contempt of ſuperfluous things 
and an honelt labour attended wit 
care and induſtry, without diſqui 
and without Ambition. Proce 
we now to the Second Eſtate,whi 
is that of the 1ſ-aclites after thei 
coming out of Egypr until the Ca 


tivit? 
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| Captivity of Babylon. It laſted a» 
'bove nine hundred years ; and the 
greateſt part of the Holy Scriptures 
0. doreter thereto. PIES 


—_— 


_ A 
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0 
Fi Of the 1ſraelites. 
h 

| | » Y 9 
" _. Their Mobility. 
At 


4 Ho the People was already nu- 
merous, yet ſtill were they 

called the Children of 1ſrael, as being 
ſtill but one Family : And the ſame 
was ſaid of the Children of Edom. , 
ei7he Children of Moab, and fo of 0- 
? Jeers. And indeed all that people 
as not yet. mingled; every onte 
new his Original, and took a 
ride to Preſerve the name. of his 
+Author, From whence it comes, 
,pflle name of Children was taken a- 
> C mong 
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among the Ancients for a Natioj 
or a certain kind of People. +: 
mer. very often lays the, Childreng 
. the Greeks and the ante) th 
Trojans, The Grecians would ſa 
the Children of Phyſicians and Gran 
anarians. Among the Hebrews th 
| Children of the Eaſt were the n | 
| ſtern People, the Children of Belu | 
were the wicked : Andin the Gt | 
ſpel we frequently find the Chilare | 
of the Bridegroom , meaning tho | 
who are invited to the Nuptials, ; 
and the Chilaren of Darkneſs and| 


"26 


- . 
—ICT 
Dn 


n 


Light, [1 
Gen. 25, The Childrenof Iſrae! were divil « 
46, _ edinto twelve Tribes. Inlikema 1 
ner were there twelye Tribes of th-j 


Xenoph. Tſmaelites, and of the Perſians. Fol « 

" Cyrop, Tribesat fieft comprehended all th t 
Inhabitants of Athens: Who wa x 
| afterwards divided into ten,  f 
| whom were given the names of ti ( 

p Demoſ. T*_ ten Heroes, Who were for that r& 1 
| rey ger ſon ſtyled the Eponyms, and whd c 
| jan. Statues wereerected in the publil fi 
i Market place. The People | d 
Rome was likewiſe diſtributedatf (1 

into three or four Tribes : A ] 

theſe were in Proceſs of ti meal | 


men 
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| augmented tothe number of thirty 
five, whoſe names we are now ac- 
| quainted withal. But thoſe tribes of 
® Athens and Rome were compoled of 
7 Families gathered together to kecp 
m good order inAſſembliesand in fut- 
hk frages; whereas thoſe of the 1ſrael- 
4 ies were diſtinguiſhed Naturally , 
wu and were but twelve Families de- 
30 ſcended from twelve Brethren, . that 
1 is to ſay Relatives, according to the 
of Language of the Eaſtern People , 
ls and truly noble , if ever any men 
44 upon Earth were noble. [They had 
' preſeryed 1n it's pnrity the nobleſs 
vid of the Patriarchs ; the Law having 
1 renewed the Prohibition of Marry- 
tl-ing Strangers : And if in ſome en- 
of counter this was not obſery'd, they 
ti took care to mark out thoſe Mar- 
riagesas Irregular, which we'may 
, | ſeein the Genealogy of JESUS 
t9CHRIST. Their families were 
very ſetled and bound by the law to 
&q certain Lands, where they of neceſ- 
JIf fity remain'd during the nine hun- 


Mat. 1. $ 


> | dred years, we ſpeak of Now we 
tin ſhonld ( methinks ) Eſteem a Fami- 
ly very noble , that could ſnevs ſo 
eaq long a Train of Generations with- 
end CA out 


1.10,v 


65, 


Each man was called plainly by hs 
.own name : But their name 


| Strangers; 25 Urtak the Hittite,a 
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without miſallyance, and without 
change of abode, Few great ment, | 
thereare in Europe, who can prove | 
ſo much. { 
That which deceives vs, is, we 
do not ſee among the Iſraelites Th 


tles like to thoſe of our Nobility, 


ſignified great things as well as thoſe © c 
of the Patriarchs. They oftet 

added the name of the Father el- : 
ther to make diſtin&tion or for 'Hon- 
ors ſake, to ſhew that the Fathe _ 
was aman of Reputation. We ſe - 
in Homer the Grecians took it like . 
wiſe for a mark of honor, Some. 

times they gave for Surnami | 
the name of the mother, 4 
when the Father had ſundry wives; [5 
or whenthe mother was more illu F 
ſtrious. Thus Fo«b and his Brel © 
thren are ever called the Childret 
of Zerviah , who was Davi tt 
Siſter: They alſo diſtinguiſhee * 
*emſelves ſometimes by the top B 
their Particular Branch, by thei Þ 
City, or their Country, or by thei th 
Nation, if they were Originall to 


tl 


Orne 
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: Ornan the Febuſite. Neither had 
, the Greeks any other Surnames than 
' thoſe they drew from their Father 
4 Or their Country. The Romans 
.: had Family-names, to which they 
only added the marks of ſome great 
: Office or-of ſome 1lluſtrious Victo- 
 Iy : But in the Publique acts they 
q evermore put their Fathers name. 
| Several Nations of Errope ſtill do 
:, the ſame: And a great part of our 
- Surnames come from the proper 
, names of Fathers, which have con- 
y tirived to the Children, As for Ti- 
,, Hles of Lordſhips, they are but of a- 
\, bout ſeven hundred years Antiquity 
nl 3s well as the Lordſhips themſelves. 
, Wemuſt not then wonder to ſee in 
;; the Scripture David the ſon of 
1, 74/72 and Solomon the ſon of David, 
wi no more than to fee Alexander the 
of ſon of Philip, and Prolomy the fonof 
op, Lagus in Greek ' or Latis Au- 
thors, : 
| - The principal diſtintion, which 
} Birth made among the 1fraebtes was 
that of the Prieſts and | ZLevres. All 
the" tribe: of Levs was conſecrated: 
to God, and/had/: no other ſhare. 
thanthe Tenths and 'the firſt fruits, 
| C3 which 


| 


ec 
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which it received from the other} / 
Tribes. Amongſt all the Levires!8 
none but. the Deſcendants of Aaron'Þ 
were Pricſts or Sacrificers ; the reſt, 
who were only Levires , were em-/al 
ployed in the other FunCtions of 
Religion , in the Singing of, ' 
Pſalms, in Jooking to the Taber-'” 
nacle or the Temple and in inſtruCt- 
ing of the People. The moſt 11Iu- 
ſtrious was always that of Fudah ;) 
and it was the moſt numerous of all!” 
too - and from thence Kings and! 
the Mefſiab himſelf was to come, 
according to the. Prophecy of Far: 
cob, That of ,Epbraim held the ſo 
cond rank by reaſon 'of Joſeph,)FI 
Moreover, in each tribe the eldeſt}t0 
Branches and the heads of each Fa-/th 
mily were conſidered ; and all thig)S! 
wade Saul. ſay,. being furprized at!Pl 
the honours he received from $4\R 
wel ; Am not I a Benjamite , be 
the ſmalleſs of the Tribes of Iſrael 1 
aud my 'F only the leaſt of all the| "i 
Family of the tribe of Benjamin ? . 401 
' 'Age cid. likewiſe make a great] hi 
Diftintion, and the.name of O14 
men'in Scripture orditiarity ſignifies! W 


Dignity. And indeed nothing but! 
Age 
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ri Ape and experiences could diſtin- 
5{guiſh men , who were equally No- 
x; bleand almoſt equally Rich, of the 
ame Profeſſion , and brought up 
.Jafter the ſame Manner, 

f 

"i 


Om C&.P...1% 


11.7 h:ir Occupations. Agricuit ure : 


d 

Þ% amonp' - the 1ſraelites there 

y mere to diſtion Profeſlions. 

,\From the head of the tribe of Judah 

t\tothe youngeſt of that of Benjamin, 

they all were Husbandmen and 
g)Shepherds, going themſelves to Judg, 19. 
t/plow,-and looking after their own 15, 
}loeks./' The - old 'man of  Gi-" 

beab, "who Todpet' the Levite,whofe" 

Wife was violated, was returning 

4119 the Evening from his Labour 

ont of! the Field, when he invited F 
butt rome to his houſe. Gideon Ju 7 
# vas ' himſelf thraſhing his corn * 
un an Anpel told him, that be 

t! ſhould deliver the People. Fmurb 

& + + C. 4 found 


32 . 


2 SAM. 13+ 
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: 


found favour in the ſight of Boar, . 


by gleaning after his Reapers, , 
When Saul! received news of the ; 
danger, the City of Fabifh Gilead, 
was in, he was Ggſming after the! | 
herd ont of the field notwith., | 
ſtanding his being a King. *Tis |, 


*'well known, David was keeping! 4 


ſheep, when. Samuel ſent..to leek! ( 
him 'out for the anointing of him) , 
King: And hereturned to his flock! , 
after his having been calPd to; , 
play upon his Harp before Saul. g 
After he was King, his Sons made! q 
a great Feaſt, when : they ſheared! 
their ſheep-; Eliſha was called to x 
prophecy, as he was drivihg ane of, i; 
his Fathers twelve Ploughs. - They 
Scripture being crowded with ſuck! 4 


moſt of all palls thoſe, who are nol! x; 
acquainted with Antiquity, and Ong! 
ly eſteem our Manners, Whelly; 
we talk to *em of Ploughmen andy 
Shepherds , they figure to, thems{j9 
ſelves, ſuch Peaſants and CountryLe; 


* Fellows: as ours, leading a gloomy! p, 


and painful life in Poverty and con4th 
tempt, without Valour, wit. or educa/ar 
| tion 


of the Ifaclites. 
& 


{-tion, They do not conſider, that 
\; what renders our Peaſants ſo miſe-= 
& rable is their being as the Servants 
4, of all other menz;not only labouring 
© for their own Subſiſtance, but for the 
- furniſhing of things necellary to all 
s' thoſe, whom are look'd npon to be 
5 above them in the World.” For the 
; Country-man it is, who nouriſheth 
I! the Citizen, the Officer of Jultice, 
k| the Gentleman & the Eccleſiaſtick; 
0! and what means ſoeyer are made uſe 
| of to' convert money into rommo- 
© dities of commodities' into money, 
T they 'mnſt all ſtill have relation to 
© the Fruits of the Earth, and the liv- 
;Ing Creatures which it nouriſhes. 
Yet when we compare together all 
l! thoſe different degrees of 'conditi- 
| 6ns,' we Place in the loweſt Form 
thoſe 'who till the gronnd and look 

eo Cattle,and have more Eſteem ior 
{groſs and uſeleſs Citizens, without 

ell vigor of body, without induſtry , 
1d wichout/ any merit ; becauſe  hay= 
ing more money, they lead a more 
caly and more” pleafarable life:* 
But if we fancy a Country, where 
the difference of Conditions - was 
+/80t fo great, and where doing. no- 


thing, 


3 


Wo 
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thing was not to live Nobly, but to 
preſer ve carefully ones Liberty,that 
is, to be ſubject only to the Laws: 
and the Publick Power, ſtanding on 
oncs own, Bottom without depen- 
dance cn any body, and contenting! 
ones ſelf with a little rather than 
doing any low. paltry baſe thing to 
row rich; a Country, where they 
deſpiſed Idleneſs, Effteminacy , and 
the Ignorance .of things neceſla 
for Liſe, and where the hada leſs 
value for. Pleaſure than Por Healt 
and Strength, of Body.: In ſuch 2 
Country it would be much more De! 
cent and Gentile to Plough or keep | 
a Flock ( let the words ſound ne 
yer {ſo odly ) than to play and ! 
ſport -away . a. mans. whole . life! £ 
Now we need not have-recourle to 
the.. Common wealth; of Plato 
and men of thisquality and condis 4 
tion; ſince. thus it was, that the 1: 
greateſt part of the world lived, ! 
during near Four thouſand years. | 
. To begin with what we are beſt 1 
acquainted, fuch were the: Maxiny P! 
of the Greeks and Romans. It tl 
Homer we ſce every where, King 0! 
and Princes Iiying upon the Fong en 


ol 
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) of their. Lands, and thei ; Flocks, 
;| and. Jabouring.. with. th:ic own 
s hands. 4eſfied has made a Poem 
nt on purp>ſe to recommend - the 
| Country-life and toil; as the only 
s honeſt means” of ſubſiſting and 
n growing rich. And he blames his 
go. Brother, to whom he addreſles it , 
y for living at the expence of 'others 
| by pleading cauſes and ſoliciting 
Aſfairs. That employment he 
{s brands with the nam: of Lazinels, 
th Which among uy is the calling of ſo 
4 TanyPeople, And we' may ſee by 
e! the Occonomicks Of Xenophon, that 
J' the *Grecians - had diminiſhed 
e- nothing of that Eſteem for Agricul. 
ng ture, even in the time, of their 
fe; greateſt Politeneſs. © 
ts Weought not therefore toattri- 
q the Aſſiduitiesof the Ancient 
dis Romans in the improvement of their 
he lands, to their Barbarity and groſl- 
d; nels in learning : *Tis .rather a 
| | fign of. their good ſenſe. As all 
e< Men.are born with-arms and bodies, 
mf Proper for Labor, they believed 
Is that all were obliged to make uſe 
a them, and that they could nor 
aj 


| irom: 
| 


it employ *em better, than in-drawing 
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from the” Earth a certain ſubſiſt. 
ance , -and- ſo-growing knocent- 
ly rich. Nevertheleſs it was not 


Avarice which engaged them in | 


that way of living, ſeeing they 
( as "tis well known ) defpiſed 


Gold, and the Preſents of Forreigne . 
ers. Neither did this hinder them | 


from being a brave and a War- 
like People; in regard it was at 


the ſame time, that they ſubdued | 

all -Faly , and acquired' thoſe im- 

menſe Forces, which they empl Wy | 
js 


ed afterward in the conqueſt of 

World. On the contrary, apain- 
ful and frugal Country-life was 
the Principal: cauſe of their great 


—— 
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Strength; making their Bodies ro- | 
buit,& hard'ned to Labovur.,and accu- | 


ſtoming them to ſevere Diſcipline. | 


Wholo knows the life of -Cato the | 
Cenſor cannot ſuſpect him guilty ! 
of baſeneſs of heart or of Low- | 


neſs of Spirit. Yet that great 
man, who had paſſed throvgh all 
the Offices of the Repnblick, when 


It was 10 it's greateſt Force, who | 
had goyern'd Provinces and com- | 
 manded Armies ; a great Oratour; 
" 2 great Lawyer, {a4 great Politi- | 


clan 


mos, __ - 


a a em ©”, oo Qwm@c. WW wo ts Aa wt, ww - 


of the Iſraclites. 
cian z This great'man did not diſ- 


| dain'to write a Treatiſe concerning 


al'the ways, that are necellary for 


| the emproving of Lands and 


Vineyards, and how Stables and 
Houſes were to be built for the ſe- 


. veral ſorts of Cattle, and how a 


' Prefs was to be made for Wine or 


— —<——__ + 


| Oytz and all theſe to the moſt 


minute Tircumſtances : Infomuch 
as we may ſee, that he was per- 
fetly acquainted with them, and 
that he wrote for Uſe. and not for 
Oſtentation, 

Let ' us then confeſs ſeriouſly , 
that the contempt we have for the 
Country toyl and labour, is- not 


| founded upon any ſolid reaſon; ſee- 


ing that. Labour perfettly well 
ſuits with courage , with all the 
Virtues of War and Peace, and 
likewiſe with true Policy. But 
from whence comes this Contempt? 

'Tis requilite to diſcoyer it's tcue. 
ſource. lt only proceeds from the 
Cuſtomes and ancient Manners. of 


' ( our) Nation. The Franks and 
| other German People lived in Coun- 


| tries covered with Woods ; where. 


' they had: neither Corti nor Wine 


nor 
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nor good Fruits. . Thus they wer: 
forc'd to live on Hunting, as the 
Salvages of the Northern. parts « 
America do at” this Day. But 
having paſſed the Rhine and ſetleq 
themſelves in better Territories 
they were willing to take adyantagi 
of the conveniencies of Agricuf. 


a 
/ 
b 
n 
© 
t 
e 
E 


ture Arts and Commerce ;, but Þ 


they were loath to take the pairy 
neceſſary thereunto. They left thoſe] 
Occupations to the Romans,whom! 
they for their own partes had ſubJu:! 
ed; and remained in their primitive! 
Ignorance, which at length they 
took a pride in,and fixed to it an' 
Hlea of Nobility, which (we Jcan 
hardly rid our ſelves of, But as! 
much as they debaſed Agriculture, | 


ſo much they. extolPd rig 


which the Ancients hagl a much leſs | 
Value fot. * They have made a 


great Art of it, and improy'd it | 
with all manger of artifice; they | 
have neither ſpared pains. nor Coſt | 


in it , and, baye made it one of the 


moſt general Profeſſions of rhcic | 


Nobility. Yet, to conſider thi! g3 | 


in themſelves, The labour, whici 
tends'to the Cultivating of Lands 


and! 


: 


C 
a 
1 


6 
[ 
{ 


\ 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


i and to the breeding of Domeſtique 


( of ten times at the expence of cul- 


| great Farm, is without queſtion as 
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, Animals, is aſluredly as much to 
| be valued, as that which. only 
| makes to thetaking of witd Beaſts, 


tivated Lands. 'The moderate ex» 
erciſe of a man, who looks to a 


| beneficial as the violent and uneven 

| exerciſe of the Hunter, and Oxen 

| and Sheepare Creatures at leaſt as 

' uſeful to life as Dogs and Horles. 

-| So that we may doubt, if our man- 

; ners be more Rational in this point 

| thanthole of the Ancients. 

' Beſides not only the Greeks and 

| Romans. honoured Agriculture as 

; well as the Hebrews; The Cartha- 

| ginians t00 ( Phenicians originally ) 

made amighty ſtudy, of it, as ap- 

pears. by the Eight and twenty 

| Books, which A4agon wrote upon Yan Proj. 

| that Argument. The Egyptians 

| honour'd .it to that degree, as to xins. 0. 

' adore thoſe living, Creatures,which «on 

were made ule of in the Manage- 

ment of this Aﬀair. In the 

greateſt Power of the Perſians, 

they had in each province Super- 

Intendants to look to the T gs 
© 
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of Landszand Cyrus the younger took 
delight to plantingand cultivat- 
ing a Garden with his own hands, 


As for the Chaldeans we cannot | 


donbr, but they were great Hul- 
band-men, if we conſider the fer- 
tility of the Plains of Babylon, 
which brought forth two or three 


hundred Grains for one. In Short, | 
the Hiſtory of China tells us, that | 


Agriculture was there likewiſe vye- 
ry much in yogue in their beſt and 
moſt Ancient times. It was only 
the Conqueſts of the Northern Peo- 


ple, which have cauſed the Coun- 


try Labourer to be lighted through 
the whole World. 


Let us then lay aſide thoſe low: | 
and ſcurvy Tdeas, which we have | 
taken up from our Infancy. Inſtead" | 
of our Villages, 'where we ſee on: | 
one fide Halls and Houſes of Plea- | 


{ure, and on the other Miſerable 
Cottages, let us figure to our ſelves: 
thoſe great Farms, which the 
Romans called Villas, that compre- 


headed the Maſters houſe , the: | 


outward - Court , the Barns, the 


Stables, and the Lodgings for 
Siaves3 all theſe in fymmetry well! | 
built,. | 
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bails, well lookt after, and very 
neat. Deſcriptions hereof may be 
ſeen mVarro and Columells. Thoſe 


' Slaves: were for the moſt part 


much more happy than (our ) 
Peaſants; well fed, well cloath'd, 
without. any. care of their Wives 
and Children. The Maſters, not- 


; withſtanding they were Farmers , 
: Lived more at their eafe than our 


Gentlemen. In ' Xerophon you ſee” xenoph. 0e- 
a Citizen of Athens early in the c.n. 


Morning a walking in his Lands and 
viſiting his workmen, Labouring 


- the ſame time for his health by the 


Exercife of his Body, and-for the 
encreaſe of his Eſtate by his Indu- 


; ſtry in it's improvement : Inſomuch 


| 


as he was rich enough to-contribute 


| tohis Religion , to the Service of 


| theState, and! to his Friends. G- 
; ceroſpeaks of Several Husbandmen 


18 Sicily fo rich and ſo Magnificent, 
that their Houſes were adorned ' 
with Statues of great price, and 
they made uſe of Veſlels of Silver 


| and Gold curiouſly wrovght: ' _ * ; 


Finally, we mult acknowkedge , | 
thatas long as the moſt rith of each' 


| Country. have not diſdained this 


profeſſion 


The Manners : 


Profeſſion, which of all is the molt 
Ancient , their lives were: much 
more | happy., .becanſe they! were. 
more Natuzal. | They hyed much 
Longer and in better Health: they: 
had Bodies more adapted to the' 
Fatigues of War and of Voyages ; 

and their Wits were.. more folid 
and more ſerious. -- Being leſsidle, 


of 
ef 
ca 
in 
in 
of 
th 
fo 
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the time was leſs. jrkfome to "eld, ar 
and they .did not make it fo-mwch | ta 
their cue to taſt of Pleaſures; | nc 
Labour rendring them ſenſible of | of 
the le alt divertiſement: They! it 
thought . leſs ;' of what. is! &« ſo 
vil, and had leſs :Intereſtto-do it:' n: 
For their plain and frugal life gave; fr 
no occaſion for great Expences of an 
great Debts. And - conſequently\ 
there were not ſo many Law ſuits R 
nor Deſtruftions of Familics.z:-not 

ſo many frauds. and.violences;/ nor 
ſa much of every Crime, 4hat ima 

. Binary or real Beggary cauſes thoſe, 
ro commit, who neither can nor: 
will Work. The worſt is; the 
Examples of. the Rich and Noble! | 
hurcies away all otbers, and is the 


occaſion, that all thoſe, who fancy: 
'emſclyes ſituated above the dregs 


| of the Tſraclites. 


| of the People, are aſham'd to work, 
| eſpecially in Lands. This is the 
e. cauſe of ſo.many efforts to ſubſiſt by 
I induſtry;this is what makes us daily 
/' invent new artifices for the paſſage 
e' of money from one Purſe to ano- 
; ther. How innocent all theſe ſame 
1 forced ways of Living are, God 
| knows - For the moſt part they 
are"at leaſt yery brittle and uncer- 
tain; whereas the Earth will ever 
3 nouriſh' thoſe, who cultivate it, if 
f| others deprive them not, of what 
\\it beſtows. The Jſ-aebres only 
* ſought their ſubſiſtance in the moſt 
natural Goods , Lands and Cattle, 
| from whence all muſt neceſſarily be 
| that makes men rich by the 


— #- 


Manufactures of Merchandiſe, the 
Rents or Commerce of money. 
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The quality of the Holy Zand, © 
and it's Fruitfulneſs. 


miſed to: the Patriarchs,) 
whereof the Scripture ſo often. ſay's, 
that it Flowed with Milk and Hony, fo 
denote it's great Fertility, This 
Country, which is ſo hot in comps 
riſon of ours, is very far in the 
Temperate Zone between the 31. 
and the 33 degree of Latitude. ; 
It is bounde& on the South b 
great Mountains, which put a-ſtop 
to the burning air of the Deſarts 
of Arabia, and they continue very 
far to. the Eaſt as well as thoſe De- 
farts The Mediterranean Sea, ( 
which boundsit on the Weſt, ſends , 
thither refreſhing breezes : And) , 
mount Libanus ſeems to: have beet! 
plac'd more towards the North to 
make the Colder blaſts keep theit) 
due diſtance. The Midland Sea it! 


Is, 


[ 

{ 

VV 

Heir Land wasthat Land pro-! , 
1 

l 

| 

t 
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| is, what the Scripture uſually 
| calls the grear Sea; for the Hebrews 
'..were little acquainted with the 
; Ocean, and ſo they gave the name 
of Sea to Lakes and to any large 
conflux of Waters. The Inner 
. part of the Country is diyer- 
; lifyed with Mountains and Hills,ad- 
' vantageous for Vines, Fruit-trees 
; and ſmallCattle: And the frequent 
| Valleys-gave way to a number of 
! Torrents very neceſſary to water 
) the Country, which had no other 
" River beſides Jorday. The Rains 
”. there fall very ſeldom, but are ve- 
* ryRegular 3 coming in the Spring 
* and Autumn; which the Scripture 
'+ calls the Rainof the Morning and the 
")* Evening, conſidering the year as a 
!] Day. In Summer the abundant 
'! dews ſupply the rarity of the 
5 Showers. There are Plains pro- 
1! per for Husbandry and Paſture; and 
. that variety of the Earth in a little 
j ſpace does form Landskips very 
| j agreeable to the View, eſpecially 
o| When a Country is well inhabited 
2) nd well cultivated. | 
i For we muſt not judge of the 
| Holy Land by the State we ſee it in - 
% at 
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at this Day. - Since the time 0 
the Croiſadoes, it was ravaged | 
-continual Wars, untill it -fell u 
der the Dominion of the Tark 
Thus it is almoſt deſert : nothin | 
to be ſeen but baleful Villages; 
ruines, unmanur'd and abandon! 
Lands, The Tiwrks neglect it, a + 
they neglect all. their 5 


and ſeveral families of Arabid | 
Bedovins may encamp and pillag | 
there with impunity. Wherefor! \ 
to know, what it was formerly; c 
tis neceſlary , to conſult ace ! 
Authors , as: Strabo, Pliny, Jo 
phaus, and above all the Holy Scr: t 
pture. See but the relation ti t 
Spyes of Moſes gave thereof an! c 
" the prodigious cluſter of Graps| © 
which they brought. - Which: thy 
you. may not wonder at; = F 
the Grapes of France with thoſe Þþ 
Ttaly, which is a cold Country i P, 
proportion to Paleſtine. *Tis ti! ti 
ſame thing with moſt of our Europ! tl 
an Fruits. The greateſt part & ty 
their Names ſtill ſhew that theycam! V 
to us from Aſiz and Africa; but wit! B, 
their names they bave not conſery A 
ed their bigneſs and natural ſayou) m 


of the I{raelites. 47 

- The Iſracktes gathered a great 
quantity of Whear and Barly; and 

the pure Bread-corn is connted for 

. the chief Merchandiſe, 'which they 

| Carried to Tyre. Oyl they hadand 

; honey in abundance. The Moun- b 

{ tains of Judaand of Ephraim were ng FO 
x places of great Vineyards : Round 7" 
about Fericho | thefre were Palme- 


trees of yalt Revenue, through their 
ſuddain ſpringing up , after they 
| werelopp'd or fell'd: and.it was the 
py; only part of the YWorldwhere true 
x Balm was to be found. 
þ This Fruitfulnefs- of the Coun- 
ri try-and the care which 'they took 
th to cultivate it, may make vs con- 
n ceive, how that being ſo little it 
& could nouriſh ſo great a number of 
by ten : For it will at firſt require 
Faith to believe all that the Scri- 
ed pture-ſays in this caſe. When the 
7 } People entred firſt into that Coun- 
| try, there were aboye ſix hundred 
-ox thouſand men bearing arms, from 
; & twenty years old to Sixty. In the 
am War of Gibcah the only Tribe of Jud:20. 5. 
will Benjamin, the leaſt of all, had an »7- 
er! Army of twenty fix thouſand 
ow) men - And that of the reſt of the 
People 
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People mounted to four hundrec 
thouſand. Sax! had two hundred 
and ten thouſand men againſt the} . 
Amalekites , when he extirpated! - 
them. David kept continually on! : 
foot twelve Bodies of twenty four 
thouſand apiece, who ſerved by 
months, which was in all two hun-' 
dred and Fourſcore thouſand ; 


f_—_d ads ao D.kDc_O&A 


And in the Numbring of the Peo/ | 
ple, which brought the anger off | 
God uponhim, there were found! f 
thirteen hundred thouſand able} 
2 Sam, 24- men. Fehoſhaphat went much far. y 
9% ther in proportion ; for albeit he] ; 
had but little more than the third. «| 
part of David's Kingdome , he þ 
had ſeveral Bodies of very good! 
Troops, which altogether made up. jr 
Eleven hundred and Sixty ans fa 


men effectively, all under his hand 
without reckoning the Garriſons ol) ay 
his Holds. c< 
In all this there is nothing hay _ 
dible : We ſeethe like examples i) 
wie 4, Profane Hiſtories. The great! pr 
nal. 2." Thebes of Egypt furniſhed Sevell ay 
hundred thouſand brave Soldierl je. 
"2Y FR of it's own Inhabitants alone. Ati the 
1-24 Rome in the firſt year of _ the 
| Hl 
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Talus,being the hundred and eighty 
eight of 1t's Foundation , there 
were counted Fourſcore thouſand 
Citizens capable of ' bearing Arms, 
| Yet they could only fubfiſt by 
| the lands in the Vicinage of Rome , 
' and whereof the moſt part is now 
'' barren and uninhabited :- For their 
| Domination extended 'no- farther 
1 than eightor ten Leagues. Herein 
the Ancients lay'd the principal 
foundation of their Policy. They 
] relyed much leſs upon Cunning than 


4 upon downright force. Inſtead of 
& applying themſelves to maintain 
; correſpondence among their Neigh- 
e bours, Inſtead of fomenting Divyi- 
d fons amongſt them , and Procur- 
P ins to 'emſelyes a Reputation by 
falſe reports, they endeavoured to 
d) people and manure their Country, 

and to improve it. as much as they 

could , whether it was little or 
© preat. They ſtudyed to render 
Marriages happy, and life eaſy, to 
A procure Health aud Abundance , 
Af and to draw from their Land all that 
19 it conld produce, They exercifed 
Atl their Citizens by labour, inſpired 
Mthem with a love of their Coun- 
iu D ", Op 
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try, of union between theme! 
ſelves and ſubmiſſion to the Laws.' 

This is what they called Policy, 
Theſe Maxims, perchance ſome one 
will ſay, are. very pretty, -_But let 
us come to particulars, and ſhey 
how ?its poſlible, ſo ſmall a Coun- 
try asPaleſtin ſhould nouriſh fo great , 
anumber of men. Which to make 

appear, we muſt have the Patt 
ence to calculate anduadertake the . 

work by Retail : Tho it may ſeet 
'a low thing and be offenſive Þ , 
nice , Readers. C 
An Acre of good Land bring 

: forth Þf un muid de bled, meſure 4 

No gs Paris, which would eaſily nouril 
Quarters, four men: For a man conſume ,, 
Combe, & but * «2 minet a month , givin 
a Buſhel of him two pound and fix ounces 0 
p of = Bread every Day. This is the 
©, but three f Sepriersa year. But! 
* Contains Our 1/raclites were great Eaters, 
aboutthree will allow them double the nouriſ 
Buſhelss ment , that is to fay, four pow)... 
1 twelve twelve ounces of Bread adaj 0... 
uſhels 0» Tus an Acre will be ſufficient) 
ver or un- CLIENT) c: 
der. ' feed two men, and by this acc 


we ſhall have land ſtill remaini 


ſer 
for 
the 


Qui 


thre 
ealy 


For a League ſquare makes thor 
thoulſs 
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' thouſand ſix hundred and twenty 
' five Acres, by reckoning 3000 Geo- 
- metrical Paces in a League,five Foot 
in a Pace,;twenty Feet in a Rod.and 
a hundred Roods in an Acre. The 
Kingdome of Fudea was at leaſt 
' thirty Leagues in length , above 
| twenty in hreadth, counting the. See Frag», 
* length from Eaſt to Weſt, which of #car. 
| was ſix hundred Leagues, and by '* 7943 
' conſequence three Millions three a; >" 
F hundred: and ſixty five thouſand . 
* Acres. which according to my 
| Calculation might nouriſh twice as 
; many men 3 that ts, (ix m.llions Se- 
; Ven hundred and Fifty thouland. 
+ Bur half of the Lands I deduct for 
" thoſe, that may prove barren, for 
| the Rocks, Sands, and little De- 
" ſerts here and there intermingled , 
' for Yineyards and Paſtures, and for 
4 the repoſe , which the Land re- 
| quires at leaſt every Seventh year. 
| There remains enough to nouriſh 
" 2number of men equal to the 
I. Sum total of the Acres, that isto 
* lay, three millions three hundred 
{ threeſcore & five thouſand.So it was 
ealy to Appoint twelve hundred 
thouſand Sword-men in a Coun- 
| D 2 &'y 
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Country , where all people bore 


arms3z and ſtill to have Corn to, 


ſell to Strangers towards the pur: 


chaſe of Cattle : For we may, 


doubt, if the nouriſhment ; that 
Country produced, did ſufficient- 
ly furniſh *em- with wool and eat- 


ables of Fleſh. Yet otherwiſe the. 


Tributary Strangers brought them 
many Cattle. Fehoſhaphat  belide 
the Tribute of Moneys, which he 
exatted from the Philiftins,received 
from the Arabians ſeven thouſand 
five hundred Rams and as many 
Goats; and there are other cxam- 
Ples of the like Tributes. Add to 
this, that the 1/-aelites Iived plain 
ly, and that all the good land they 
had, was carefylly cultivated ; ſince 
there were few woods, they had net 
ther Parks for hunting, nor ayenue 
nor bowling-greens and grafs-plats, 
We fee by the Canticles of Solomon 
their Gardens were | full of Fruit 
trees and aromatick plants, And the 
muſt needs be in leſs pain t 
provide Lodging than nouriſhment 
for as much as not only half an A 
cre of Land but a Quarter, is mon 
than ſufficient to lodge at large : 

ON! 
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- and Ambition were retrenched : 
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only a man, but a whole Family. 
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CAS YIL 
The Eſtates of the 1ſraclites. 


Hns each 1/-aelite had his field 
 .2 to cultivate, being the ſame 
; that had been allotted to his Ance+ 
ſtors in the time of Joſuab. They 
could neither change Place,nor ruine 
themſelves, nor grow too rich; 
- Fhe Law of the Fabile had pro- 
vided againſt fuch like encounters, 
- revoking every fifty years all ſuch 
| ahenations, and annulling all obli- 
; gations. By theſe means Diſquiet 


Every individual: perſon applyed 
himſelf with affection to the im- 
 provement of . his Inheritance, 
+ knowing, it would never go out 
of - his Family. This Appli- 1 King.21. 
cation was likewile a Religi- 3: 
; ous Duty, founded upon the Law of 
God : 'And. from hence came the 
generous Reſiſtance of Naboth, 
when King Abab vrould have per- 
{waded. 


The Banners 
ſwaded him to have ſold the 
Inheritance of his Fathers. More. 
over the Law ſays, that they were 
but the ' Uſufrultuarics of their 
IE Lands, God being the truc Proprie- 
= *?* tor. For this reaſon, they were 
: charged with no other payment 
than the tenths and firſt fruits. 
Thus all the I1ſ-aclites were almoſt 
equal in their c{tates as well as 1n 
Nobility : And if the meltiplying 
of a Family obliged *em to (hare 
the Lands into more portions, the 
Cattle might ſupply the want of 
Lands. 

Thus Cattle and other moyeables 
werethat which mainly occaſiongd 
the inequality of eſtates. That 
was all the ſubſtance of the Levrres, 

| ſeeing they had'no Lands, and had 
preſerved the Paſtoral life ſo much 
eſteemed of by. the - Patriarchs, 

'They bred the ſame! kinds of ani- 

mals and eyer more Ferrales than 
Males:Other wiſe itwould have re- 

Levit, 22. Jounded to their demage, 'the Law 
24. prohibiting to cut them. They had 
no horſes, neither are they of great 
ne in mountainous places :' Their 
Kings were ſupplyed from Evypt, 
whe 
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when they had occaſion for ?em. 
Aſſes were moſt commonly uſed, 
as they are ſtill throvgh all the 
Levant : But they are there much 
finer and ſtronger than in our cold 
Countries. To give agreat [dcaof 
Fair, one of the Judges, who ruled 
the People, the Scripture ſays, that 
he had thirty Sons mounted on thir- 
ty alles,and they were Heads of thir- 


ty Cities. *Tis ſaid of Abdon, a- 
nother of the Judges, tiat he had 


forty Sons and thirty Grand-ſons, 
mounted upon ſixty and ten Aſſes, 
It does not appear that they had a- 
ny great number of Slaves : Nor 
indeed -had they any great occaſion 
for them, being themſelves ſo labo- 
rious and ſo nemerous in ſo ſmall 
a Country. They choſe rather to 
ſet their Children to work, whom 
they were obliged to maintain, and 
they were the better ſerved by 
them, The Romans at length found 
themſelves highly incommoded by 
that infinite multitude of Slaves of 
all Nations , whom Luxury and ef- 
feminacy had brought amongſt 
them: And it was one of the 
pirncipal cauſes of that Empires 
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ruine. Ready money could not be | 


very common among the Jſ-aelites,. 
it was of 'ro great uſe in a Coun- 
try, Where immoveable Goods 
could not be Alienated, nor debts 


* contracted but only for a time, 


commonly very ſhort , and never 


' longer than fifty years, and where , 


there was little Traffick. Uſury 


was forbidden among(t the 1ſ; aelites, | * 


but permitted with Strangers. B 
according to the Law. 'twas. n 
ealy to have commerce with thoſe 
without, and there tarryed none in 
the Country but who were Proſely- 
tes, that is to ſay, Circumciſed 


' and incorporated with the People 


of God. Thus their eſtates ( as 


I have faid ) conſiſted chielly in; 


Lands and in Cattle. 
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C A P. VIII 


Of the Arts and. Trades of the 
Iſraelites. 


\ ed themſelves moreentirely to 
Agriculture than the 1ſraelites. 
The Egyprians and Sy: 1ans joyned 
Rene * cid 0 7 
Navigation and Comitierce; Eſpeci- 
ally the Phenicians, who finding 
themſelves too cloſely coopt up on 
the coaſts, ſince that the 1ſ-ael:tes had 
drovethem from the Inlands, were 
ford to live by. their induftry,and 
to be as the; carryers and Factors of 
all other nations.;jThe Greeks imita- 
ted-them,and particularly cxcelled 
mn Arts and Sciences. On the con- 
trary, the Ramans had theſe in no 
great . value . but: addicted them- 
ſelves very much To-commerce. As 
for the Iſraelites their Kand' was Jor.r.cont. 
ſufficient ro nouriſh them, and the App. 4- 
la-coaſts- were for: the moſt part 


polletled. 


| Know no people who addiCt- 
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poll. fled by the Philiſtins and Cara - 
anites, Who are the Dhenictans, 
There was only.the Tribe of Zebu- 
lon, whoſe ſhare being upon the Sea, 
invited *em to traftick, which me. 
" "gy © thinks is ſhown In the bleſlings of 
"i Facob and Moſes. Neither do | ſee, 
Deur. 33. that they applyed themſelves to 
19. Manufacture. Not but that thoſe 


Arts were invented, the greateſt 


part of *em, being more ancieht 
than the Deluge; and it appearing 


alſo, that the Jſraelitzes did not! 


want excellent work-men even 10 
thetime of Afoſes. Beſalcel and 0 
Ex2.31-4 holiab, who made the Tabernacl: 
5- 30 37- and all that was neceſſary for the 
_ ſervice of God, are an llluſtrjouz 
cxample hereof - ? Tis aſtoniſhing, 


how many very different and moſt; | 


| 


dxhculr arts they underſtood. They. | 


xnew haw to eaſt and work up 
mettals ; they knew, how to cut 
and engrave precious Stones : They 
were Joyners , Embroyderers, Ta 
peſtry-makers and Perfumers. A- 
mong thoſe Arts, two there art, 
which 1 principally admire; The; 
cutting of Stones, and the caſting 


/ 


\ 


[ 
y 
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of Figures, ſuch as were the Che! & 
rabin 
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Cherubins of the Ark, and the 
Golden Calf, which 'was made x... ... 
much about the ſame time. Thoſe, ,, © 
" who have but the leaſt knowledge 
F in Arts, know how much Arti- 
't fice and how -many Machines are 
* required for works of that nature. 
: If from , that time they were found 
© out, they had already very much 
þ refined them, and ſuch arts too, as 
© only ſerve for ornament, and if 
> they had ſome ſecret to'do things 
N' more eaſily and with leſs clutter, 
I it was undoubtedly a great perfefti- 
). on. Let this be ſaid by the by, 
Je for to (how, that Antiquity at ſo 
Nt monſtrous a diſtance, was not groſs 
VU and ignorant, as ſome fondly ima- 
5 gine; And truly the World was 
MN! now above two-thoaſand five hun- 
- = years: 01d in the time of A46- 
es, 
W But whether thoſe two famous 
© Workmen had been inſtrutted by 
+ the Egyptians, or their knowledge 
A- was miraculous and inſpired by 
'& God, as the Scripture ſeems to in- 
If! timate; it does not appear , that 
; they had Sacceflours, nor that , 
bel eyen- in. the. time. of their. Kiugs:, 
un there 
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there were a midlt the 1ſraehtes any 
Artificers -by Profeſſion , who 
wrought for the Publick. When 
Solomon undertook the building of 
the Temple, he demanded workmen 
of the King of Tyre. You know, 
ſaid he to him, that T1 have nobody 
among ſt my people, who knows how to 


work in wood like the Sydonians: and | 


he ſent for. an excellent founder of 
Mettals, Hiram by name, to make 
the ſacred Veſlals. In the begin- 
ning of  Sauls Reign *tis ſhown, that 
there was not any workman, who 
knew how to forge Iron through 
all the Land of I/-ae/ ; and that 
they were forced to go down to 
the Phil:tins to refit their inſtru- 
ments of Husbandry. The truth 
is, this was an effect of the Phil;tins 
oppreſſion to hinder them from 


making of arms, But ſeveral 


years after, David was conſtrained 
In his flight to take Goliah's ſword, 
which muſt have been ſomewhat 
heavy for - him , and that out 
of the Tabernacle of the Lord, 
where it was hung up as an eternal 
Monument of his Victory. This 
makes me belieye, there were no 

Arms 
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Arms - to be bovght. It is alſo 
probable, that they ſold no Bread, 
{ince on the ſame occaſion, the 
Prieſt Abimelech was reduced to 
give * David of the hallowed 
Bread : Which alſo ſhews, they 
kept little bread in their Houſes, 
peradyenture by reaſon of the vio- 
| Tent heat of the Country. In like 1 Sam. 28: 
manner the Witch, whom Saul ad- 24 
dreſled himſclf to, made Bread on 
purpoſe to give him to eat, that 
ſhe miglhit recover him from his 
weakneſs. At Rome there were no 
Bakers till the year five hundred pljn, x7. 
and eighty of it's Foundation. 11, 
Entring into the particulars of 
Trades, we ſhould know, that 
moſt were of no uſe at all to them. 
Their plain way of Living , and 
the ſweetneſs of their Chmate ex- 
; empted them from that great train 
of Conveniences , which, we be- 
lieve, we cannot well be without , 
and wherewith our womanith yani- 
ties rather than any real Hard- 
{traits do trouble and perplex us. 
And as to things in their own na- 
ture neceflary,there were very few, 
but which they knew how to make 
'emlelyes 
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'emſelves. Whatſoever ſerved-for 
nouriſhment, was prepared in their 
houſes. The women made and pre- 
pared Bread to eat; they Spun,they 
made Stufls and Cloaths : Th: 
men did the reſt. Homer deſcribes 
the good man Fumexs amaking his 
own. ſhooes, and ſays, he bad built 
for his Herds very gallant and mag- 
nificent Stables. Ulyſſes himſelf 
built his own houſe , and made 
that bed with great art, the ſtru- 
ure whereof ſerved to make him 
known to his Lady. When hede- 
parted from Catlpſo's houſe, it was 
he alone that bailt and rigged out 
his own ſhip. By which we may ſee 
the wit & humou of thoſe ancient 
times. *Twas an honour for every 
one to know,how to do every thing 
himſelf, that was uſeful to-life, and 
not to depend on another: "And 
this is, what Homer moſtly calls 
Knowledge and -wiſdom. Now 
the Authority of Homer ſeems to 
me very great inall this.He lived in 
the time of the Prophet Elias to- 
wards the coaſt of Aſia minor: 
And what everhe ſets down of the 
Principles and Manners of the 

Greeks 
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Greeks and Trojans has a marvel- 
lous coherence , with what the 
Scripture tells us of the Hebrews 
and other Oriental nations ; were it 
not, that the Grecians being of a 
later date, were likewiſe leſs Po- 
lite. 

After Solomonand the diviſion of 
the Kingdoms , when Luxury was 
patroniz'd andencreaſed, very cre- 
dible It 1s, that there were then 
more Artificers. And indeed men- 
tion is ſometimes made of them 
in thoſe latter times. I ſee 1n the, 
Genealogy of the Tribe of 7udah 
a place called the Valley of Crafiſ- 
men + becauſe ſaies the Scripture , 
Serviah begat Foab , the fathir of the | 4 p 
vallty of Caraſim, for they were 14-21. 23, 
Crafis*men, I ſee there a Family 
of workmen of fine linnen, and a- 
nother of Potters, who wrought 
for the King, and dwelt in his 
Gard.n. All this ſhows the hon- 
our that was paid to arts, and the 
care which was taken to preſerve 
the memory of ſuch Perſons, who 
applycd themſelves that way. The 
Prophet Iſaiah in his menaces 1g, z, ., 
againſt Feruſalem foretells = ; 

0 
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God would take away her Artifi- 
cers: And when that Ciry was 
taken, *tis ſaid ſeveral times, that 
the Enemy carryed away all the 
Craftsmen. But tor a proof , that 
they had' never any great Manufa- 
ctures,. is that of the Prophet Exze- 
chicl, who deſcribing the affluence 
of the Merchandiles, which came 
to Tyre, makes nothing to be 
brought thither from the Land of 

udah and Iſrael, than pure 

heat, Oyl, Grapes, and Balm, 
all Merchandiſes, which the Earth 
it ſelf produces. 

Such were the Occupations of 
the Iſraelites and their Manner of 
Subſiſtance. Let us now go on 
to ſomething more particular, and 
deſcribe as far as poſlible their Ha- 
bits, their Lodgings, their Movea- 
bles, their Food, and all their way 
of Living. They roſe betimes: 


in the morning. . as the Scripture | 


ſhows im an infinite nuinber of 
Places, that is to fay, as often as 
mention is made of any important 
ation. From whence it proceeds, 
that in it's ſtyle. To riſe betimes, 
tenifies to- do a thing with care and 
with 


oy 
| 
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ith affeflion: And thus it ſays fre- 2 Chorn. 
Quently, that God roſe betimes to 35-1 5- 
ſend Prophets to his People, to 1+ 7: 
exhort them unto Repentance. ,7., .. 
This is a conſequence of a Country 1. 

life: and the Greeks and Romans 
followed the ſame cuſtome. They 
roſe early, and Laboured till the E- 
yeling - About five aclock they 
bathed, went afterwards to Sup- 
per, and then betimes to bed. 
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CAP.-IX 
Their Apparel. 


$ to the Habits of the I/rachtes 

' we cannot know exactly the 
(form. of them. They made no 
\gures, and we cannot be well in- 
ſrutted of ſuch things but only by 
the eyes. But we may gueſs at 
them by the Images we have left us 
a the Grecks and other Ancients. 
as for the modern PiCtures, moſt of 
tlem ſerye only to giye us mw L. 
| eas 


— — 
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Ideas." 1 do not only ſpeak of thoſe 
Gotbick Pictures, wherein all perſony 
of what time and Country ſoever 
are cloathed like thoſe, whom the 
Painter was uſed to ſee , that is, 
French and Almains two or three 
hundred years ago: I ſpeak of the 
works of the greateſt Painters, ex- 
cept Rafael, Pouſſin, with ſome 
few others, who have ſtudyed An- 
tiquity and the manners of all ages 
The reſt of the Painters under. 
ſtood no other Artifice than juſt to 
paint the Levartines, ſuch, as the 
ſaw them at Yenice,and other Ports 
of Jtaly, and the Hiſtories of th: 
7ews in the new Teſtament in the 
garbof their own Country. How: 
ever as moſt part of.the figure 
of the holy Hiſtory are copye 
from theſe kinds of originals, the, 
have” filled us with impreſſion 


from our infancy, and we are ac 


cuſtomed to repreſent the Patrtarchi 
to our: ſelves with Torbants anc 
Beards:down to their girdle, and 
the 'Phariſees/1n the Goſpel with 
Bonnets and Pouches. In all thi 
there'sno great harm to be miſtak 
en : but *tis much better not p 
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be deccived. The Ancients uſual. 
ly wore long habits, as moſt people 
in the world do ſtill at this day,G as 
they in France did but two hundred 
years ago. It is much ealier and 
ſooner done to cover Our ſelves at 
one bout, than to cloath each part 
of the body, one after another : 
And tnole long Veſtments have 
more dignity in *em and morereal 
beauty. In hot Countries they 
have ever worn their habits large, 
and have been in little pain to co- 
ver their arms or legs, . or to wear 
any other fort of 'ſhooes than Bul- 
kins . tyed after different ways. 
Thus their cloaths bardly had any 
faſhion 3 being only pieces of Stuff, 
that were made according to the 
Largeneſs and figure , which the 
habit was to have, where there 
was nothing vo. cut, and little to 
ſow. They did not alter their modes, 
asat this day they. do not change 
them throughout all the Levarr. 
Beſides, women and young People; 
who -ufually invent Modes , had 


there very little Authority. From 


thence it comes , that. they kept 


ſuch great Magazeens of Cloaths, 
and 
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and that it was ſo common to make 
preſents of them. In the ward- 
robe of Lucullus there were found | 
five thonſand Chlamydes,which were | 
a kind of warlike cloaks. And 
hereby we may judge of the reſt. 
They uſually gave two changes of 
Rayment, that they might have | 
wherewith to vary, and might 
wear one, while the other was 
waſhing, being ia this like our 
Shifts. 

Their Stuffs were for the moſt 
part made of wool. -In Egype and 
Syria they wore lignen and cotton: 
But filk was ſtill unknown inthe , 
time of. the 1ſ-aeltes :' The uſe of 
which did-not become common on 
this fide the Indies, until aboye 
five hundred years after JESUS 
CHRIS 1. - The ' beanty of 
cloaths conſiſted in: the colour or 
fineneſs of the Stufts. The white, 
the Purple-red, and the Violet 
were molt eſteemed; and it: ſeems, 
that white was the moſt- ordinary 
colour among the 1/-azlites as well 
as the Romans; Hince Solomon ſaies, 
Let thy Garments - be. always white, 
thatis, be always neat. And a 
dee 
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indeed nothing is more plan and 
ſimple, than. to make ufe of wool 
. or linnen, ſuch as nature produces 
without dying, The young-men 
and maids wore ſtriped garments 
\ of divers colours. Such was the 
Robe of Foſeph, which his Brethren 
ſtript him of, when they reſolved 
to fell him; and ſuch were the 
Robes of the Kings Daughters in 
the time of David, The orna- 
ments of cloaths were fringes and 
borders of ,Purple or Embroidery, 
with ſome Claſps of Gold or-Jewels 
in places where they were nece(- 
ſary. Their magnificence confilt- 
ed in often changing, and in wear- 
ng none, but what were very 
neat and whole, Bekdes we ſhall 
not doubt, but the Iſrachtes were 
doathed very plainly, is we con- 
lider , how plain the Garments 
were of the Greeks and Romans e- 
yen in the time of their greateſt 
Luxury. We may ſee the Antique 
Statues , the Trajar Column , and 
other Bas-reliefs. 

The Habits, which the Scripture 
vſnally mentions , are the Tunick 


and the Cloak. In theſe two the 
Grecian 
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Grecian and Roman Habit did only © 
conſiſt. The Tunick was large; 
but when they were to walk or be " 
in aQtion, they made uſe of a Gir- c 
dle. Hence comes that Phraſe ? 
ſo frequent in Scripture, Ariſe,Gird \ 
wp thy Loins, and do this, The He. © 
brews had their heads cover*d with © 
a kind of a round and wreathed * 
ornament as wellas the Perſians and t 
Chaldeans , for it was a token © 
of mourning to go bare-headed: ® 
And they wore their hair 3 ſince to Y 
fave the head was another mark'of 4 
mourning. ' As for the Beard *tis ; 
very certain, they wore it long, S 
by the example . of the Amvaſlz! ® 
dors, whom Davidſentto the King P! 
of the Ammonites, and whom that G 
ill-adviſed King cauſd to be ſhaved ©: 
by way of affront : Infomuch as fr 
they were compell'd to remain !* 
ſome time at Fericho to let their | pt: 
beards grow', before they durſt he 
ſhow their faces. He alſo cauſed Y* 
their Garments to be half cut of 4! 
after a manner, which makes it ap-| * 
pear, they wore *em long. They 
bathed often,as People ſtilldo in hot 


or 
an 


Countries, and waſhed their fect | 


olt”ner | 
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- oft'ner than they bathed : for that 
wearing only Sandals, they could 
not , walk without . gathering up 
| duſt. . And vpon this account the 
Scripture frequently ſpeaks of their 
waſhing of their feet, when they 
came intoa Houſe, or went to cat 
or. to ſl:kep: Now as water dries 
the skin and hair, they. anointed 
themſelves either with plain Oyl 
or aromatick Unguents, which we 
may call Eſſences or Pomatums, and 
which they ſtill make great uſe of in 
the lndees. 
,, We ſce in ſeveral places of the 
Scripture , how the women dreſ[*d 
and deckt themſelves. God. re- 
FOCung fernſalem with it's Iofi- 
. Elities under the figure of a Hul- | 
band , who has, drawn his wife Ez<c1.16- 
| from the ntmoſt miſery to heap fa- ” 
yours upon her, ſaies by the pro- 
| phet Exzechiel, that he had given 
| her, yery fine ſtuffs and thoſe of di- 
| vers colours, a girdle of fine _ 
* linnen, purple ſhoes, bracelets , Pi Zups 
| necklaces, pendants, and a crown = 
or rather a miter, ſuch as the Syri- gar. 3. 
| «z_ women wore along time after ; 
| and that he had adorned her with 
| Gold, 
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Gold, Silyer , and fine Linnen,' 
When 7adith deckt her ſelf to go 
find out Holoferaes, tis ſaid, ſhe 
waſhed and anointed her ſelf; ſhe 
pur. her hair in order, and a crown 
upon , her head ; ſhe took her habit: 
of joy, put on Sandals, and loaded 
her ſelf with bracelets , pendants, 
and rings. In ſhort, a more par- 
ticular account we cannot defire of 
theſe ornaments of women than 
that which we read in 1/aiah, whet » 
he reproaches the Daughters of 5 
Sion with their Luxury and vanity, © 
And indeed Corruption | was then þ 


mounted to it's higheſt point, J 
| | a 
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Of their Moveables and their ax 

Houſes. be 

re; 

an 

Here is leſs need of moyeable | f 

in hot Countries than in ours, | 

and the ſimplicity of the Iſraelites | 
in all the reſt gives us occaſion to 
| believe, 
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believe, that they had but very few, 
The Law ſpz:aks much of wooden 
and earthern - v<i]:1s - And the lat- 
ter was very cumnon with toe 
Greeks and Romans , b:tore that 
; Luxury had obtained among them. 
Mention 1s made thereof, when the 
refreſhments are ſpecifyed , that 
were: brought to David during the 
warof Abſolom. We ſee the mova THEY 
| bles, ' that were look't upon as moſt **? 
neceſlary. in thole words of the 
| Swamite who lodged the prophet , ;.: 
Ebſha; let us make I pray Poce ſaid = "oY 
+to ber Husbend , a litile chamber 
om the wall, and let us ſet fur him there 
| abed, arid a Tabl:, md a ſtaol, and a 
candleſtick, Their Beds were only 
Couches without hangings or cur- 
tains,” exceptilighrPavilions,which 
' the Greeks call d Canopies, becauſe 
they-frived-. to keep off flies and 
f, gnats, The: moſt magniacent had 
bedsof Ivory, as the prophet Amos Am. 6. 4. 
reproaches the rich of his time ; 
and the moſt nice made their beds 
( of Down, garniſhed *em with preci- 
z ons Stults 7, and-{ptinkled chem with: 
4 eet-ſcented waters. They alſo 
s their beds againſt —— 
| E @l 


Prov.7 I 6. 
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id, thatKing Ezechiashaving heard 
the menacesof his approching-death 
turned towards the Wall to weep.: 
And the ſame is ſaid of Ahab1n re- 
gret, that Naboth had refufed him 
his Vine-yard,. 

The Candleſtick, which we find 


in the inventory of Elſha's mova- 


bles, was apparently one of thoſe 
2reat Candleſticks, that were placed 
on the ground to hold one or more 
Lamps. Tull then and a long time 
afterwards, that is to fay, in the 
time of the Romans, ' nothing was 
burnt but Oyl to'give light. - And 
for this reaſon we' meet. io. fre- 
quently in Scripture with the ex- 
preſſion of Lamp , for all, that 
enlightens the body or mind, that 
conducts, and that makes men to 
 rejoyce. There's no likelihood;they 
had Tapiftries in - their houſes ; 
None ſuch are uſed in any of the 


hot Countries, in regard - naked 


Walls are much cooler. They on 
ly made uſe of Foot-carpets to i 
or lye down on3 and the uſe of 
them is ſhewn.in Ezechiel amidſt the! 
Merchandizes , which the . Ar4bram! 
brought to Tyre. Mention is _ 

wil 


[ 


2 > ©S ft =» mis Op OP "PIE IEED 


== 5 ©S- 


ff the Hrachres. . 
wiſe made of Carpets among the 
Refreſhments, that were carried to 
David : Which gives vs realon £5 
believe, the //-+ re; wade uſe of 
them in the 4 14 for in their houſe 
es they had ſcats. 

Their houſcs were different from 
ours, in all that we (ti ſee in hor 
Countries. Their roofs are ter- 
Taſſed ; their windows only hut 
with Lattcies or with curtains: there 
are no Chimnies : They lye as low 
as poſſible. That the roofs were 
flat in the Land of 7{-ae! and in 
the Countries round about, many 
proofs there are:in Scripture Ra- Joſt 
hab-conceal'd the fpies of Foſbuaup- * 
on 'the roof of her houſe, When 
\ Semucl declared to Sal, that God 1 $am- 5: 
| hadchoſen him for King, he made ©” 
| himlye all night upon! the: roof, a. 
ing {tj}} nfuat in hot Countries. 
: David was. walking upon: the/roaf 
j/ ' of bis Palace, when he Taw Barhfhe- 
þ ba waſhing her ſelf. Abſolom canſ- 2 Sam. : 1; 
t £©d a Tent tobe pitch'd on the 2: 
{ Toof of the ſame Palace; when he 
x| abuſed his: fathers Concubines;that 2 Sara. 15: 
| no. body © might be' ignorant of ** 
e that ation, which was as the tak- 
le E 2 _— 
| 


| 
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ing poſſeſſion of the Kingdom: 
They went upon the roofs in great 
Alarums,as we may ſee by a couple 
of paſſages in 1ſziah. All this does 
ſhew the reaſon of tbat' Law, 
which ordered a Wall to be made 
round about the roofs for leaning, 
leſt that ſome might be kilPd by 
falling down, and alſo does explain 
that expreſſion in the Goſpel, 
What has been told you inthe ear, pub- 
"liſh it on the Houſe-tops. Each 
Houſe was a Scaffold ready ſet up 
tor any that had a mind to make 
themſelves heard afar of. 

. The barrs of the Windows are 
ſhown in- the Proverbs and Canti- 
cles of Solomon, and in the Hiſto- 
ry of the death of. Ahaziah King 
of Iſrael, When King Fohachim 
burnt the book, which Jeremiah 
had written by command Divine, 
he was: in” his winter apartment\, 
ſeated before a fire of a Pan of 
coals: From whence we may cor- 
- clude, they had no Chimnyes, which 
truely are the inventions of cold 


- * Countries. In hot ones they colÞ! - 


tcrt. themſelves, in caſe they have: 
Furnaces: for the Kitchin. The 
| built 
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built very much with Stone, and 
knew how to cut it into large por- 
tions. In the Edifices of Solomon, 
we have mention made of Stones 
of eight and ten cubits, which are 
twelve and Fifteen Feet, and by 
what is there named coſtly Stones, 
unqueſtionably is meant a certain 
ſort of Marble. The beauty of 
; their Buildings conſiſted leſs in or- 
naments placed in ſome parts than 
in the intire form of the whole in 
the cut and joyning of the Stones. 
They took care, that all ſnould be 
well united and in good proportion 
' to the lead ſquare and compals. 

. Thus Homer ſpeaks of the Build- 
ings, which he commends; and we 
ſtill admire this kind of beauty in 
the ſtruCtures of the Ancient Egyp- ... p 
tians, The Jſraclites made uſe of * IP - 
ſweet ſcented-woods, as Cedar and ,,, * - 
Cyprus to wainſcote the buildings Cant. 3. 6. 
of the Wealthy,in their making of 2 Sam. 7.2 
Pillars and Columns, Which we 
ſeeby the Temple and the Palaces 
}| Of Solomon: And David ſays, be 

| Celtin an houſe of Cedar, to im- 
| Port, that he was lodged magnifi- 


14 Celtly. 
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1 kings 7. 
9, 10. 


Eſth1.6,7, 
3. 


Eccl. 10, 
16, 


Ifal. 5. 11, 
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C A-P: XI. 
Their Food. 


' A S for what concerns their Ta- 
ble, they ate ſitting , as the 
Greeks in the days of Homer : And 
tis neceſſary to obſerve it for the 
diſtintion, of times. For after- 
wards it is ſajd, ſince the Reign of 
the Perſt.ns that they did cat lying 
upon beds !ike the Perſians and the 
Eaſtern people, from whom the 
Greeks and Romans borrowed like- 
wiſe that cuſtom. The Regular 
people did eat after having 
wrought, and that very late. For 
this cauſe roeat and drink in the morn- 
ir denotes Diſorder and Debauch- 


ery. . Very plain was their Food; 


For the moſt part they talked only 
of eating bread and drinking water, 
From whence ir .comes, that the 


word Bread is uſually taken in Scri-/ 
Pture fur all manner of meats. They 
broke their bread without cutting! 
it ,, becauſe they only made little: 


long, 
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long or thin loaves, as is ſtill 

done in ſeyeral Countries. The 

firſt favour, Boaz granted to Ruth, Ruth 2: 9, 
was to drink of the ſame water ** 

with his People, to come eat with 

him and todip her bread in vine- 

gar : And we ſee by the Comple- 

ments ſhe made him, that this fa- 

vour was no ſmall one. Wemay _ 
jadge of their moſt ordinary |" 5 
Victuals by the entertainments , » Sam. x6. 
which David received on {undry” 2 Sam. 10. 
occaſions form Abigail, from Ziba 
and from Barzillai, and by the Pro- 

vifſfons thoſe people brought , 

who came to him in Hebron. The 
diferent kinds ſhewn there, are 
bread and wine, wheat and barley, 
fower of them both, beans and len- 
tels, dryed Peaſe, Grapes and Figs, : Chron: 
Honey,Butter, Oyl, Sheep, Oxen, 22-V- 
and' fatted Calves. Among theſe ©1n.41: 
particulars were ſeveral forts of ; jn. G 
grain and pulſe ; which were indeed 
the moſt ordinary food of the An- 
cient Egyprians : And the Romans 
in the beſt times,, and when they 
moſt of all applyed themſelves to 
Apriculture , did fcarcely tive on 

any thing elſe. 'Tis well known, 

ung E 4 from 
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from whence comes the illuſtrious | 
names of Fabius, , Piſo, Cicero, and 
Lentulus, We ce the -uſe, that 
the 1/-aeltes made of Milk by the 
"ay je counſel ( and command ) of the 
_ * *7* wiſe-man : Thou ſhalt have Goats 
Ailk, enouch for thy food and for the 
maintenance of thy Houſehota. Tho 
it was permitted them to eat fiſh, 
| don't ſee, there is mention made : 
of their doing ſo, but in the latter ' 
times. *Tis belicved, that the 
Ancients defpiſ'd itas a ſuſtenance 
too light and delicate for robuſt 
and hearty men: nor is there indeed 
any report made thereof in Homer, 
or in auy Grecian Writer of the 
Plat. RCP: Heroitick times. Ncicher do ,we 
5 find among the Hebrews any Sauces 


86 


or R agouſt's : Their feaſts were : 
compoſed of fat and ſolid meats. | 
- They. .reckon'd Milk and Honey | 


for the greateſt Delicacies imagi- 
nable. And truly, before that Su- 
gar was brought from the Indies,no- 


Levir, 24. thing was known more pleaſing to. | 


5&6 the talt than honey. .- The Offer- 


ings commanded by the Law, ſhew. 

that inthe days of Moſes they had di- 

vers ſorts of Paſtries, ſome mon 
Wi 
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with and othersfryedin Oyl. 
Here is-now an. occaſion to ſpeak 
of the diſtinCtion of meats allowed 
or prohibited by the Law. It was 
not peculiar to the Hebrews to ab- 
ſtain from certain living Creatures 
out of a Principle of Religion: 
The people round about em did 
the lame. The Syrians did eatno 
| fleſh; and. ſome have been of O- 
pinion, that it was likewiſe out of 1. 
Superſtition, that the Greeks did ab: 
ſtain from it. The Egyprians of 
Thebes ate no mutton, becauſe 
they adored 4mnon under the h- 
gure of a Ram. Beſides they ab- | 
. ſtained from Goats, and Sacrificed + _ 
ſheep. The Egyptian Prieſts abſtain- gone. 
| edſrom all meats and drinks, that 
; Were fetch d from abroad : And as 
| to what the Country produc'd , 
they abſtain'd from Creatures , 
whoſe Feet were round or divid- 
ed-into ſeveral toes or claws, or 
' Which had no horns; as allo from 
Birds of Prey. Several ate. no- 
thing, thathad life :. And intheir 
times of Purification they abſtain- 
« likewiſe from Eggs. In E-ypt wt -., 
SWing's ficſh was hcld for unclean. 
| V 10lveyer 
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Whoſoever had toucht an Hog but 
as he paſt by, went preſently to 
waſh himſelf and his cloaths. $So- 
crates forbad the breeding of them 
in his Republick , as creatures 
rendring no Service, and of no far- 
ther uſe than for the Table, All 
the World knows, that ſtill at this 
Day the Indian Bramins neither eat 
nor kill any kind of Living thing: 
And ”tis certain, they have conti- 
nued this Humour for aboye' two 
thouſand years. 

Therefore the Law of Moſes had 
nothing new. or extraordinary in 
this point: But it was neceffary to 
reſtrain the people within reaſona- 
ble bounds, to hinder them from 
imitating the Superſtitions of their 
neighbours, without giving them ' 
on theother ſide an entire Liberty 
which they might have abuſed. 
For this abſtinence from certain 
meats was uſeful both for Health 
and for Manners. It ſery'd not 
only to quel] their unruly Spirits, 
that God had impos'd upon em 
that Yoke, but likewiſe to d:vert 
them from things hurtful. They 
were forbidden to cat of blood 
OL | 
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.or of Fat ; both being difficult to 

digeſt, Swines fleſn is alſo very 

heavy upon the Stomach. The 

ſame holds good with thoſe Fiſh , 

that have no ſcales, whoſe Fleſh is 

oily and fat, whether it be deli- 

cate as that of Eeles,or it be hard 

as that 'of Tunnies, Whales and 

other Fiſhes of that kind. Thus Pzdag. 2- 
we might render” natural reaſons 1: 

for the greateſt part of theſe Pro- 
hibitions, as Clemens Alexandrinus 

has well obſerved. As to the 

moral reaſons, the Ingenious have 

ever counted Gluttony for a Vice, 

that was firſt to be ſubdued, as cefir. 1r- 
being the ſource of moſt others. /: 5. 
TheSocratick Philoſophers preach- 
ed up Sobriety ſo very much, that 
Plato did not believe, that any 
thing was to be done 1n Sicily to- 
wards the correction of manners,as 
long as people ate there two great 
Meals. avay. Andit is obſcrved, 
that the aim of Pyrthagoras his 
abſtinence was to render men Juſt 
and Diſinterelled, by accuſtoming 
them to live on a little. Now one 
of the chief branches of Glutto- 
Ay is the deſire-of Variety of Rs 


Plat. hb. 7; 
init. 


ps 
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A too great quantity does yery 
ſoon diſguſt : But as the diverfi- 
ty is Infinite, the deſire of 'em is 
Inſatiable. 


CAP. XIL 


Purifications, 


He Purifications commanded 
by the Law had the ſame 
grounds with the DiſtinQtion of 
Meats. Neighbouring Nations 
practis'd themor ſuch Jike others; 
and they were uſeful for Health 
and for Manners. The cleanneſs 
and neatneſs of the Body is a 
Symbol of the purity of the Soul, 
and 1s a pretty natural conſequence 
of it : ſince that naſtineſs does 
commonly proceed from Sloth , 
from a contempt of others, and a 
lowneſs of Heart. 

The external purification is in 
Scripture called Santtification ;, be- 
cauſe it makes men ſenſible of the 

Interiour 


| 
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Interiour purity, wherewith we 
ought to approach holy ' things. 
Neatneſs is otherwiſe neceſfary to 
maintain Health and prevent Di- 
feaſes eſpecially in hot Countries, 
And indeed men naturally are there 
more cleanly: The heat inviting 
them to ſtrip themſelves to bath , 
and change their cloaths often : 
Whereas in cold Climates People 
dread the Water and Air, and prove 
more dull and Lazy. Certain itis; 
that the Sluttiſhneſs, wherein moſt 
of our common people live,cſpeci- 
ally the poorer ſort, and thoſe 
| within Cities, does cauſe and keep: 
| on foot many and many Diſeaſes. 
| What would it be in hot Coun- 
| tries, where the atr- is more caſily 
| corrupted, and where water 13 
more ſcarce ? Moreoyer the Anci- 
ents made little uſe of Linnen, and 
—_ isnot ſo cafilyto be clean(- 
©, ; 
' Let vs admire herein the Wil- 
cm and goodneſs of God, who 
lad given his People Laws ſo ma- 
Ny . ways Profitable : Since they 
ſerved at once to accuſtome them 
to Obedience, to reſtrain them 
from 


| 


| 

| 

ever by theſe ſenſible things God 

formed their Confcience,and wont- | 

ed them to acknowledge that no- | 

thing was concealed from him, and , 

that it was not ſuſſicient to be pure 

only in the eyes of men. : 

Levit. 11. This is the foundation of .thole | 
3.22 Laws, which commanded bathing 
Numd. 3- and waſhing of cloaths, afrer the ,, 
on —_- having toucht a dead body or, an | y 
Ley. 13, Vaclean Creature, and in ſeveral | 
tne like encounters. Hence pro- ( 

7 YG ceeds the Purifications of Veſſels 7 
Queſt by Water or by Fire; of Houſes, j 
Evang.4o, Where therg appeared any corrup- p 
tron of Women aſter their 11ing | 

in ;z, and the Separation of Lepers: þ 
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from . Superſtition, to regulate | 
their manners, and to preſerve 
their Health. It is thus, that in 
the Structure of Animals and Plants 
we ſee ſo many parts, which ſerve 
for ſeveral uſes. Now it was im- 
portant, that the precepts of neat- 
neſs ſhould make a part of Religj- 
on - For that conſidering the 1nner | 
Corners of Houſes, and the moſt ſe. | | 
cret actions of life, there was no- 
thing but the fear of God, could ' 
cauſe them to be obſerved... How- 


Thi.o 


| | the Commonalty, and which was 
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Tho the white Leper,. which the 
Scripture only mentions, is rather 
a Deformity than a Diſeaſe. 

The Separation from Strangers 
wasa neceſſary conſequence of thefe 
Laws. For altho moſt of. the ad- 
joyning People had hkewife their 
Rules for the choice of Meats and 
for their Purifyings, they were not 
the ſame. So that an J1/ſ-aelire had 
always a right to preſume, that 
' the Stranger he met withal, had 
eaten- of Swines fleſh, or of meats 
offer'd to Idols, or had toucht 
fome unclean Beaſt. And there- 
fore he was not permitted to eat 
with Aliens, nor to enter into 
their houſes. And this ſeparati- 
on was likewiſe ufeful for man- 
ners ;. ſerving as a Barrier againſt 
their being too mach with ſtrang- 
ers, which is ever pernicious to 


much more ſoin thoſe conjunctures 

of time by reaſon of Icolatry. 

The Egyptians were extremely ad- 

dicted to this Maxime : the Scri- 

" Pture ſhewing that they would not Gen: 45- 
| eat with the Hebrews; and Hero- 3** 4 

* eu teſtifying, that they would #©7%* 

neither 
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Seldn de But if they Circumciſed them- ' 


mrenat. ſelves, they were reputed the Chil- | 
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neither Kiſs a Greek, nor .make 
uſe of his Knife or his Veſlel. Se. 
yeral ſuch like praQtices the abo- 
metans have ſtill at this day : But 
thoſe, who have moſt of 'em, and 
are -tyed - to them with the 


greateſt Superſtition , are the In. 


dans. 

Yet the Iſraelites did not equal- 
ly ſhun al manner of Strangers ; 
tho they comprehended them all a+ 
like under the name of Gojim or 
Gentiles. Al] Idolaters they ab- 
horred, particularly the  Uncir- 
cumciſed. For they were not the 


only people, who praCtis'd Circum- | 


ciſion ; it was in uſe among the 
Eygyprians , and among all the De» 
ſcendants of Abraham , as the 
(_ Ihmaelites ) the Medianites, and 
the /dumecns, As to the uncircun- 
ciſed, who worſhipped the true 
God, they ſuffer'd them to live in 
the Holy Land, with this Proviſo , 
that they obſcry'd the Law of Na- 
ture, and Abſtinence from Blood. 


dren of Avrabam, and conſequent- 
ly obliged. to kcep all the Law of 


A 
Iiolts 


| _ of the Ifraclites. g5 


Moſes. Theſe laſt the Rabies cal- 
led the Proſelytes of Righteouſneſs : 
And the uncircumciſed Faithful 
they call d the Proſelytes of Hubita- 
ton, whom they otherwiſe termed 
Noachiaians, as being only obliged 
.by the Precepts, which God deli- 
' yer'd to Noah at his coming out 
| of the Ark. 
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Marriages. Homen. 


A Fter that way the J1/-aelites 
liv'd, Marriage was no great 
trouble to %em : it was rather an 
ele according to it's Inſtitution. 
Laborious w-r:' the Women as 
well as che men, and work't with- 
m Doors, while their Husbands 
were imployed in the Field. The 
Women dreſs'd the meat, and ſery- 
ed it up to the Table ; which is 
ken in Homer and ſeveral parts of 
CAripture. When Samuel repre+ 
 \ented the manners of Kings -to _—_ G 
the people - The Kipgs , ſaid he, 5 
Wi 
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| will take your daughters and make them 
Confettionaries, Cooks and. Bakers, 
The Pretext, which [Ammon the ; 
ſon of. David usd to: get his Sh ; 
ſter Tamor to his Houſe, when he. , 
would viciate her, was to take 
broths from her hands, which the 
indeed had prepared her ſelf, - 
tho ſhe was the Daughter of a 1 
King. |n 
Ir was the Women, that made 
cloaths : And their ordinary occu- | , 
pation was to weaye Stufts, as ' 
they work now adays in Linnen x 
and Tapeſtry, In Homer we ſee x, 
Ter, Heax- the Examples of Penelope , Calypſo, p 
_ Circe ;, we ſee the ſame in Theogrk |, 
My rus, Terence, and in all Authors: yy 
And what ſeems to me the more 
remarkable , is, that this Cuſtome; 
did ſtill continue at Rome amony| ,, 
the greateſt Ladies in a very cot-| ,, 
rupt age, Auguſtus viſually weat-| gf 
ing Cloaths made by his Siſter and th 
his Daughters. If we would! ,, 
5 INE have proofs hereof out of Scri- yy, 
a9. Pture, *tis ſaid, the Mother of yy 
Prov... 31, S«mrcl made him a little coat, 
I 3. which ſhe brought him on ſolemi| ge 
ig. kc. days; and we ſee the view wi 
wile 


Thiocr.1ayl. 
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wife of Solomon induſtriouſly a- 

plying her Linnen and woollen, 

a turning the wheel and ſpinning, 

and giving two Suits of Cloathsto 
 alher Domeſticks. 

All theſe works are done pri- 
vately in the houſe, and do not 
require any great ſtrength of bo- 
dy. Wherefore the Ancients did 
not fancy them worthy to employ 
men ; and very kindly left *cm to 
| women, naturally more neat, more 
' ſedentary, and more addicted to Jud. 8. 5. 
Little buſineſſes. They lived apart 
' from the men and much retired, 
| principally the Widows. Judith 
' remained thus ſhut up with her 
* Women in an high apartment , 
* like the Penelope of . Homer. 

The Marriages of the Iſraelites 


were not accompanied with anyCe- 
"| remony of Religion, that I know 
of, unleſs it were the Prayers of 
the Father of the Family, and of 
the aſſiſtance for drawing the 
; bleſſing of God upon the Bride. 
* We have examples hereof in the 


hc mts Ta Coa- vv 


Mr Gen. 4.66 
marriages of Rebecca with Iſaac, ar yay 


1 

a of Ruth with Boaz , of Sarah Tob:7.15. 
1 with Tebias. I do not ſee, they 

, ofter'd 
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offer'd Sacrifices upon this occaſ; ' 
on, or went to the. Temple, or R 
ſent for Prieſts: All paſlled a. h 
midſt their Friends or Relations ; : 
nor was it other than a civil con- 7 

C 


[ 


: 


traſt. As for the Circumciſion | 
of Children, that was in truth an 
AQ of Religion, and very neceſlz- % 
Ty, when any one was tO enter in q 
to the allyance of Abraham: But 
it was likewiſe performed within | |, 
doors by Relations , without the | þ 
miniſtry of any publick perſon. ln © 
all theſe Ceremonies take care we *. 
muſt, not to let our ſelves be de- Ma 
cely'd by modern Pictures, as [ 
have already ſaid of Apparcl. i 
Far from fearing the Mul- Fi 
titude of Children, the [acl Th 
ztes did hugely deſire 1t. Beſides 
their natural Inclination, the Lay tho 
gives great motivesto it. The) 
knew, that God in creating the 
World and in repairing it after theſ 
Deluge, had ſaid to mankind 
Encreaſe and Multiply, and fill the MY 
earth, | They knew, that to Abr& 
ham. he had Promiſed an innume/” 
rable poſterity; and finally. that; 
amidſt them was to be born tht| * 
SAVIOUR 


of the 1iraelites. 
SAVIOUR of the World. And 
by thoſe ſordid Intereſts they were 
not preſs*'d, which in this age 
make people look upon the bleſſing 
of Marriage as a great misfortune, 
Their frugal way of living was 
the occaſion, that as long as their 
Children were little , they. coſt 
*em little to feed, and yet leſs to 
doath 3 for in hot Countries they 


| often let. 'em go naked - And 


; 
F 
| 


| 
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when they were bigger , they 


| helped them in their Labour, and 


ſpared them Slaves and hired Ser- 
yants. Wherefore they had few 


ſaves in proportion. Ziba the 2 Sam. 9: 
Servant of Saul. cultivated the Pa- 1% 


trimony of Mephiboſheth with his 
Fifteen Sons and twenty flayes. 
They were not in pain to provide 
for” their Children; ſince there 
was no Fortune to' be' made a- 
mongſt- them , and all their ambi- 
tion was to leave to their Sons 
the Inheritance, they had recely- 
\ed from their Progenitors, better 
Cultivated, if poſſible, and with 


*\fome - Herds more. .*And their Numb. 27. 
ed in defect of Males, - were 
1K 


Davghters, as they did' not fſuc- # 


accordingly 
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accordingly marryed rather for | 
allyance than for eſtate. | 4 
Thus it was a Conveniency to | « 
have many: Children; as it wasag +4 
honour too. They deem'd that y 
man happy , who ſaw himſelf Fa q 

ther of a large Family, and enyi- Þ 

roned with a great number of y 
Children and Grand-children, al- , 

ways ready to receive his Inſtrutt| jc 

ons., and to.,execute his orders:| m 

and they did- not fear his name! th 

would be 2 = wry as long as his | ot 
Poſterity ſubliſted. Thus when! lo 

the Scripture ſets down the nun» Ge 

ber of Children, *tis uſoally for 

to commend the Fathers : as thoſe {er 
Judg-10.4- two Judges of 7/ras, of whon| wa 
> Chron, One had thirty ſons, the - other wh 
I. 21; forty with thirty Grand-ſons ; a ma 
Ibid.13-21 David, of whom it reckons, nine caf 
teeth! ſons ,, bating thoſe by Conc! Th 

bines ; :as KRehoboham,,  wid| tim 

had twenty eight ſons an] the 

ſixty Daughters 3 and Ab:jah, whi| loo| 

had two and twenty Sons and {i tha 

teen Daughters. Thus: did tif mig 

Poets crack of the fifty Childral the 

of Priam :- for the Greeks had i hin 

cundity in no leſs eſteem. 4) the; 
Virginit / 
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Virginity was not yet known for 
a vittue', in. this State . they only 
conlidered the: miſchief of Barren- 
hefs : and they thought thoſe maids 
unhappy, who dyed without being 
marryed. Elira complains - ex- 
prefly hereof in Sophocles , and it 
was the: ſubje& of the Regrets of 
| xg Daughter. Wherefore 
t was a ſhame for a marry'd we- 

| man to be barren; as we ſee in 
the mother of Samuel and many 
others ; and this misfortune they 
looked :upon as a curſe. of 


Jud: 1.38. 


This care; of Poſterity. and pre- 
 {erving: the: memory of the:Dead 
. was the foundation of that Law , 
' which commands the Brother to 
| marty his : Brother's widow, in 
| caſe-he: :dye& - without” Children. 
| This, right was eſtabliſhed 1n''the 
| time of the Patriarchs,as appears by 
the Hiſtory of Thamar 5 and they Gen. 33.8. 
j| look'd upon it as a pious doty, Deur.z5.6+ 
- that the name: of the deceaſed 
might not fall / into oblivion. $0 
{te Thildren were- attributed to 
6 him by a kind'of aUoprion. From 
v| thence come . the two —_ 
il (8) 
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of JESUS CHRIST accord. 


ing to St. Matthew and St. Luke: | 


Luke 323- For thus it was that Joſeph had two 


Jud. 4- 19+ 


Fathers ; the one by Birth , and 
theother by this Adoption of the 
Law. Beſides, this ſame marriage 
with a Siſter-in-law was not con- 
trary to the firſt natural right, 


which allowed even the marrying ' 


one's own Sifter , before God had 
forbidden ir. 


'x 
| 17 
n 


The deſire it was of having a' p 


great nnmber of Children, which 


ral wives at a time: altho they 
were' reſery*d enough as to the uſe 
of marriage. From” it they ab 
ſtained not only during the big- 
bellies and the other  unfitneſs. of 
their- wives, but during all the 
time they were nurſes, that 53 to.ſu, 
moſt commonly during three years: 
And: we'do. not ſee, they could 
diſpence - themſelves. from nurſing 
their own Children. Wherefore 
we ought. not to think: it ſtrange; 
that, . God | tolerated | Poligamy'i| 
which; had been intraduc'd before 
the Deluge, tho it': was contra 


to the firſt inſtitution of marriage} 


| 
moyed the. Iſraelites to take ſors | N 


bin, 
as 4 
ſole 

'F 
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For when it was inſtituted in the 
Terreſtrial Paradice, there was 
not yet.any Concupiſcence : And 
ſince that by the new law it was 45 #he P«- 
raiſed to the dignity of a Sacra- Py Ren 
ment, *tis accompany'd with very 
Strong graces; butin the interval 
when grace was much leſs, and 
that ſin reigned, it was the good» 
neſs of God to uſe a greater In- 
| dulgence. Wherefore *tis with 
Polygamy as with divorce, of 
| which JESUS CHRIST told Mar. 19.8. 
' the Jews, that in them - it: was 
ſuffer'd for the hardneſs of their 
hearts. Beſides their Wives they 
were allow*d to have Concubines, 
who uſually were Slaves. Above 
them the Legitimate wives had 
nothing more than the dignity , 
which rendred 'their Children 
heirs. So that the name of Concu- 
binage did not ſignify Incontinency 
as among us - it was only a leſs 
| folema marriage. 
Furthermore , this Liberty was 
ſo:far from making wed-lock more 
commodious, that the Yoke was 
the . more heavy. An husband 
| could not ſo equally ſhare his 
be _ heart 
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heart amidſt ſeveral wives, as to 
give *em all contentment. He 


was fain to govern them with an 


abſolute authority , as the Levan- 
tins do ſtill at this day. In mar- 
riage there was no longer an-equali- 
ty of Friendſhip and of Society. 
It was yet x more difficult, that 
Rivals could agree among them- 
ſelves. There muſt needs have 
been continual Diviſions, Cabals, 
and Dameſtick Wars. All the 


Children of one woman had as 


many Step-mothers, as the Father 
had other wives. Each one e&f- 
pouſed his mother's Intereſts and 
look*d upon the Children of other 
Women as Strangers or enemies. 
Hence comes that manner of 
Speaking ſo frequent in Scripture: 
He is my Brother and the ſon of - 
Mother. We ſee examples of theſe 
diviſions in the Family of David, 
and ftill much worſe in that of 


Herod. As tothe Liberty of Part- 


ing by Diyorce, it had likewiſe ill 


conſequences. They more lightly | 
engaged and venturd *emſfelyes the | 
eſs 


for one another; and the 
multiplicity -of marriages might 


rile 
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riſe to ſuch an exceſs, as to be- 
come a Palliated Debauch. ? Tis 
well known, what a diſturbanee,1 
occaſion*'d at Rome after the fall.o 
the common-wealth ; whereas that 
as long as good manners were 
kept up there, no Diyorce- was 
ſeen untill the year 523 : Notwith- 
ſtanding the Laws permitted. it. 
The Children alſp ſuffer'd very 
much by it; they remained Or- 
phans in their Parents life-time : 
And hard it was for 'em to pre- 
vent the becoming odious to one 
of the two, and the not ſiding with 
the one or other. 


Gell. 4. 3; 
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Education of Children, Exerciſes. 
- Studies. 


He Education of Children 
| 3 ſeems to haye been much the 
| fame among the 1ſraelites, asAMong 
| the Egyptians and the-moſt ancient 
Greeks. They formed their bodies 


by Labour and Exerciſes , and 
E F 3 their 
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their minds by Learning and Mu- | 
fick. - A great valie chey had | 
for” ſtrength of Body ;. and 'ris the 
moſt-uſual commendation, that the 
Scripture gives to warlike men ; 
as to David's brave and ſtont Soul- 
diers- Foot-races muſt have been | 
one of their principal exerciſes, 
fince they ' knew people by ſeeing | 


| 
them run afar oft, as, thoſe who | | 
brought thenews of Abſolpm's de- | |} 
feat : Moſt ſurely they muſt have | |, 
ſeen them run often/*Tis alſo ſaid of {1 
[ 

C 

C 


Aſahal Foab's Brothief, that. he ran 
like a wild Roe, The Prophet 
Zachariah ſpeaks of-an heavy ſtone, 
which St. Jerome takes for one of þ 
thoſe Stones that ſeryedto try the & 
Strength of. men, by ellaying j 
who ſhould” raiſe it higheſt. So 


that we may believe, they had too | $t 
that kind of exerciſe. The ex- |. d 
ample of Fonathan ſhews, they uſ- | «f 


— — 
nd 


ed archery. But bodily exerci{- 
es they never made an important ' 
Occupation, as the Grecrans, who | | 
reduc'd it to an art, which they | ; 
term'd Gymmnaſtick, : becauſe they yp 
Exerciſed themſelves all naked, and, x, 
they ſcught the utmoſt pericruh 
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in it. At great charges. they 
built places very ſpacious and 
magnificent for exerciſes : They 
had maſters, and - under them a 
great . number of men for the 
teaching young People. In ſhore, 
there were among them Arhlete by 
profeſſion, raking upall their life- 
time with. thoſe exerciſes. To 
fall into thoſe curioſities the He- 
brews were too ſerious ; And it 
was an odious novelty, when un- 
der the moſt renown'd ——_ 
they built a Gymnaſium alter the 

Grecsgan mode i. marry They , OR x: 
contented themſelves. with the La» 2 Mac. 4; 
bour of a Country-life, and with 91. 2- 
ſome military exerciſes , as did 
likewiſe the Romans. 

Neither had they need of great 
Study to form their wits, if by Stu- 
. dy we underſtand the knowledge 
of Sundry Languages, and the read- 
ing of many Books, as We come 
monly underſtand it. Their Mo- 
ther-tongue'was ſufficient for them, 
and that was the Hebrew, ſuch as 
we ſee it in the Scripture.  For- 
Treign Hiſtories and Poems were of 
no uſe to 'em, ſince theſe were 


10 


Plal.16. 4- 


The Manners 


full of the names of the Falſe 
Gods , which they were not ſo 
much as to utter. So that all their 
Grammar conſiſted, as that of the 
ancient Greeks, in ſpeaking their 
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own tongue well, in reading and 


writing correctly , with this diffe- 
rence, it did not appear, that they 
had reduced it into Art, or learnt 
it by Rules. ' Their Letters were 
thoſe, we now call Samaritan, for 
That the Samaritans have preferyed 
them. ' And as they are neither 
ſmooth nor eaſy to form, we may 
queſticn, whether the art of writ- 


ing was very common among the - 
Tſraclites 3 fo much the mvre ih | 


that the Learned are called in Scri- 
pture Sopherim #, e. Scribes accord- 
ing tothe molt ancient Tranſlati- 
ons. And indeed a people given 
to Huoshandry have Iſs need of 
Dev, 6 6, Mriting'than Merchants and men'of 
». &c. Ddulineſs. But 'tis credible, the moſt 
ol. 2. Part knew how to read ; ſince to 
contr.App. all it 'was recommended to learn the 
6. Law of God, and to meditate on it 
Orig. _ 
"Tj "** their ſole cupation on'* the Sab- 
bath-day. 


T hat 


day andnight ; and this Study wis 
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That book was ſufficient to in- 
ſtruct them pertefly. In it they 
ſaw the Hiſtory of the World till 
their eſtabliſhment.in the Land of 
Promiſe, the Origine of all nations, 
that were known to 'em, and 
more peculiarly of thoſe, whom 
they had moſt occaſion to know , 
the Deſcendants of Lot, Abraham, 
Iſhmact, and Eſau. In it they ſaw 
all their Religion , the Teners, Ce- 
remonies, and Preeepts of Morali- 
ty : It contain'd alſo their Ciyil 
Laws. Thus that Book alone, 
which is the Penrareuch or the five 
Books of Moſes, included all they 
were to know. : 

Not but they had many other 
Books. For, that I may not ſpeak 
of the Books of Joſhnah, of the 
Fuages , of Samuel, and of other 
Sacred Writings, which were made 
afterwards. In the time of Moſes 
menrion-is made of a Book of the 
Warrs of the Lord, as alſo of a Beok Numb. 21. 
of Faſhrr, The Books of 'Samwel 14- 
and Kings do often refer to the J2h. 10 
Chronicles of the. Kings of Judah and I 
Iſrael. ' Solomon wrote three thou- 
ſand Parables,and five thouſand Can- 
WICH F 4 ticles 
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ticles : He made Treatiſes of all 
 Ammals and Plants : And he him- | 


felf complains of the Infinite num- 
ber of Books, that were compoſed. 
All thoſe Books, and perhaps many 
others we know not of, are loſt, 
as well as thofe of the Epypriarr, 
Syrians and other- Eaſtern people. 
The only Books, which remain 
of that antiquity, are thoſe. which 
God himſelf dictated to his Pro- 
phets, and which he has preſeryed 
by a Particular Proyidence. | 


* © The other part of Studies was 


Muſick, I judge thereof by the 
Greeks, who'from the Orientals had 
taken a!l their Studies and all their 


Politeneſs. Now certain it iis , 


that. the Greeks had all their 
Children taught to ſing and- play 


upon Inſtruments : This -ſtudy is 
the moſt ancient of all.” Before 


ever Letters were us'd, the memo- 
ry of great things was preſery'd 
by Songs. The Gazls and Germans 


' had that Cuſtome in the time of the 


Romans : And the fame Cuſtome is 
{till kept up by the + wild \Inhabi- 
tantS of America, Alrho the He 
brews had Letters, they knew, that 


— 


| 


words | 
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words in meaſure and put into a 
Song are always eafilier- remem- 
bred z and from thence the great 
care aroſe, which they took to 
compoſe Canticles upon any thing 
conſiderable that happened to 
themzſuch are the two, which 24o- 


FTI 
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ſes made, the one at the paſſage of Deur. 32. 


the Red-ſea, and the other , when 
he lay adying, to recommend the 
obſervation of the Law. Such is 
the Song of Deborah , that of S4- 
mue's Mother, and many others; 
and eſpecially the Pſalms of David. 
Theſe Poems are of a wondrous 
Iaſtruftion., full of God's PraCti- 
ſes, of the Memory of his Benefits , 
of Moral' Precepts, and all the 
Sentiments which a- good man 
ought to have in all the differenr 
States of Life. So that the moſt 
important Truths, and the moſt ex- 
att thoughts agreeably enter'd into 
the minds- of Children. with Tunes 
and Words. 

. If we may judge of tbe 2oadnels 
of their Tunes by that of their 
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we judge of *'em by the effets 
Scripture ſeems to attribute to 'env 
ſuch as were ſupernatural. We 
ſee their Muſick charm'd evil $pi. 
Tits, by theexample of Sal, who 
found himſelf better, when David 


play'd vpon* the Harp. We ſee 


that the ſound of Inſtruments did 
help the Spirit of God, which 
moved the Prophets, by the exam- 
ple of thoſe, whom Sax! met with 
according to the Prediction of $4 
muecl, and with whom he himſelf 
enterd into Heavenly tranſports of 
Joy ; and by the example of El:- 
ſha, who call'd for a Miniſtrel, 


that he might Prophecy. This 


ſhews, that Muſick appeas'd the 
motions of the Spirits and humours, 
which the Devithad raiſed in thoſe 
Perſons, God had permitted him 
to poſleſs; and that on the con- 
trary meeting with calm and de- 
ſeate hearts, Iltraiſed them up to 


God, and inflamed 'em with De- 
yotion, diſpoſing. them thus for| 


the better receiving the powerful 
impreſtions of his Spirit. In like 
manner the Greeks relate to us the 
prodigious effefts of their Muſick 


for 
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for exciting or for calming Paſſt- 
ons: And we mult either give all 
Hiſtories the Lye, or confeſs, the 
Muſick of the Ancients was muck 
more charming than ours. 

\ Not that it was rare-amoneſt them; 

-they' were all Muſicians : \Andto 
_ «confine my (elf: to the-Hebrews, and 
not to ſpeak of thoſe who'were 
Muſicians by profeſſion, there were 
in David's time Four thouſand Le- 
-vites deſtin'd'to that' employ only , 
-vnder the condutt of '283 Maſters; 
the chief of whonvwere 4ſaph, He- 
man and Feditſhun, ſo often named in 
the -Inſcriptions-of the Pſalms. Da- 
vid himſelf was - a great Poet and 
a great Munſician : And *"tis well 
known,” how much the inclination 
of Kings ſerves tothe adyancement 
of Arts. A great Diverſity they 
had of wind and other Inſtruments, 
whereof ſcme had eight or ten: 
Strings , and their Tunes were ac- 
 eompanyed with dances : for this 
is the meaning of the word Chorus, 
which the Zatins have taken from 
the Greeks, and which amongſt 
them ſignifyed acompany of Danc- 
«cs,.-dreſs'd. and. cloathed: in one 


and: 
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and the - fame manner. - I hey 
Sang together, and danc'd a. kind 
of Brawles. They were coupled 
according to their age and ſex, 
young men, Maids, Women, Old- 
men, without, .intermixture with 
one another. . Now 'tis improba- 
- ble, that the dances of the Hebrews 
oftended the Rules of Modeſty. 
There is mention made of Chorrs at 
the Proceſſion, which David made 
to-transfer the Ark into Siem, and 
on ſeveral  occafions. of yictories, 
 whenthe Maids,went ont of the City 
' Dancing and Singing. 
But the greateſtparst of their ſtudies 
did not conſiſt in Reading & Regu- 
lar Leſſons, but in the Diſcourſes of 
their Fathers-and of their old men. 
Who were obligedto inform their 
Children of the great things, God 
had done for them and their Fore- 
fathers :. And it is for this reaſon,, 
that the Law commanded them ſo 
often to explain totheir Children 
the Reaſons of the Feaſts and' the | 
other Ceremonies of their Religi- 
on. Wherefore thoſe Inſtructions 
applyed to. fenſible- Objects, being 
ſo .frequently repeated; could ho 
a 


of the Ifraclites. 
fail of being ſound and ſolid. They 
likewiſe taught them all that. con- 
cerned Agriculture , joyning ' to 
their Leſſons a perpetual Practice: 
And. we ſhall not doubt., but they 
were _ very knowing, therein, it 
we conſider, that during ſo many 
ages they made-it their ſole occu- 
pation. /- Now altho this art beex- 
ercil'd among, us by people of 
groſs and unthinking Souls, yet it 
contains -a vaſt extent of Know- 
ledge mych more uſeful to mankind, 
than, theſe Nozions of the greater 
part of Speculative-men, who are 
elteem'd Learned. And tho fos 
knowledge we ſhould reckon on- 
ly what is written in Books, the 


Ancients and Moderns have written: 


enough of this to give us. a 'good 
opinion of, Thus, an 1jraelire, 
who by the Tradition of his Fore fa- 
thers, by his. own experience, and 
ſome reading had inform'd him- 
felf of his Religion , the Laws 
which were to regulate, his life, and 
the -Hiſtory of his Nation; who 
knew, how- to procure to himſelf 
all things. neceſlary ; who perfect- 
Iz underſtood the ſeveral quien 
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of Earth, and of Plants 'proper to 
each; what courſe wasto 'be tak. 
en with 'em, and in what Seaſon; 
what precautiong were tO be uſed | | 
againſt -the diverſe Accidents | | 
which cauſe the Fruits of the Earth | 
to periſh, how'they-were-to be ga. . 
thered and Preſerved'; who knew p 
the nature of Cattle , their Food, p 
their Diſeaſes,their Remedies , and * 
ſo many other the like things, » 
which moſt 'of thoſe/are ignorant | - 
of , -who among us'g0o for -well. 7 
bred and learned -men- - This hone D, 
eſt Tſrackte,' methinks;' 1s as much | _,- 
to be valued, ava man brought up| 
either 'in Law or the Diſputes of | ,, 
our Schools. f 2. | 

But nevertheleſs there'were ſome | 
Tir aelites ,, who more particularly T] 
ſet themſelves -ro Study, 'and woo|  c 
may have the appellation of Learn-| ,,, 
ed, even according to our Jdeas.| , 
"Tis ſaid, that in the time of D-| |, | 
vid there were in the Tribe of E-| 
fachar Learned men, who had mn- Un 
derft anding of the times , what Iſratl| ;, 
was ro do, And by theſe words| yy: 
Interpreters underſtand men, that | ,., 


obſerved the Stars, and yy = 
5 
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the Feaſts, and all the order of the 
year. The Prophet Malachi ſaies 
of the Prieſts in general, That 
thetr eo} wry keep Knowledge, and Mal.2. 7. 
that they ſhould ſeek the Law at his 
mouth. So that one of the Prin- 
cipal FunCtions- of | the Prieſts was 
to teach the People : As alfo- the 
Prophets applyed themſelves that 
way. It was they alotie, who 
took upon them to write and e- 
ſpecially Hiſtories. For among the 
Hebrews as well as other Orientals, 
Private perſons were not ſuffered 
to have that Liberty, which the 7oſeph.cont, 
Greeks allowed them. None but 4p-1.2. 
the Doctors deputed by publick 
order, or the Prophets inſpired by 
God were permitted ' to write. 
Thus the moſt ancient Hiſtories 
of the Komen; were the Annals of 
the Pontifices, We ſee by the 
works of thoſe Hebrew Authors , 
how much they excelPd in Elo- 
quence and Poetry, For I here 
term Eloquence the Art of Writ- 
ing well on all manner of Subjedts , 
Hiſtories, Laws, Precepts, Exhor- 
tations. | 

In point of Hiſtory they dono 

more 
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more than-relate matter of Fatt, 

as clearly - as is poſſible, without | 
mixture of Reaſoning or RefleCti- | 
on. But when we examine the 
buſineſs well, we ſhall find, that 
they have with a marvellous Judg- 
ment choſen the Deeds, which 
ſerve for-rheir 'Deſign : By which 
means their Hiſtories are very 
ſhort ; tho-in places of Importance 
they come to the leaſt Particular, 
{ctting the Action before the eye, 
and making their Perſonages ſpeak 
direftly, which renders their Nar- 
ration very lively. We ſce, that 
they on purpoſe retrench all Re- 
fiections and. aggrayations, in that 
they. know very well- how. to em- 
ploy them in diſcourſes, where 
they would raiſe emotions. Thus 
10 Deuteronomy does Meſes with the 
greateſt and ſtrengeſt figures riſe 
and amplify, what he had related | 
very plainly in the fore-going 
Books. - Thus does the Prophet 7- 
faiah barely rehearſe the Defeat of 
Sernacherib, after having exagge- 
rated it by foretelling it in | 
a Style that amounts eyen to 
Poetry. | 


The: 
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The Laws are written with 
ckarneſs and . brevity the Maxims 
of Morality are contain'd in [hort 
Sentences, adorn'd with fit Figures, 
and exprefſs'd with a meaſured 
Style. All which does likewiſe ſerve 
to make them be remembred. In 
ſhort , their Poetry is ſublime, the 
Deſcriptions lively, the Metaphors 
bold , noble the Expreſſions, and 
the figures miraculouſly diverſifyed. 
But whole Volumes: it would re- 
quire to ſpeak worthily of their 
Eloquence and: their Poetry. Tho 
they wrote by divine Inſpiration, 


| don't believe it neceſlary-toattri-- . 


bute all their'Eloquence to that ſits 
pernatural Cauſe. The 'difletence 
of Styles, ſhews, that the- Holy 
Ghoſt did make uſe of their. natu- 
ral expreſlion'toexplain'the truths, 
which to them he _di&ated.. : And 
what moreover ſhews this ſtyle to 
be_ natural is, that the moſt Anci- 
et of Profane Authors:come very 
near. it. Homer , Herodotus, ' Hip- 
focrates ſpeak after the ſame man- 
her; © We ſee in. Pixdar and in; the 
Cheruſſes of Tragedies the boldneſs 


and varicty of Songs. The more 
ancient 
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Ancient the Grecian Authors are, x, 
the more they reſemble the Hebrews, | 41, 
ia the WUifference of Styles accord- ; 
iug to the nature of Works, and| (14 
in. the brevity and propriety - of 
Expreſſion. it | 
You may, if you pleaſe, believe, jr 
that the Hebrews wrote after this) 4, 
manner bythe ſole force of their 
Genizs and their exact judgment, 
which made them reject all tha 
was not for the deſiga of cad 
work, and employ what -was prov 
per to inſtructor to move.:/ For 
= part, ſeeing; ithey ſo conſtant 
1y::-obſerved the Diſtinftion '.d} 
Styles and ſo much'to the purpok; 
employed all the ornaments d 
thug! eloquence , 1 chbſe rather u) {Pe 
believe, that they .had then ſon 
rules. drawn: fromthe \experictdmpat 
of their 'Fathers, whether tha'{ 
were written, or delivered dom(ftrget 
only by Tradition among the Learjy' ( 
ed. Let us not fancy the Gretlftirq1! 
invented Eloquence, and ' Poet Bla 
At moſt they did but-invent tſy6h 
Names of Figures, iand that Art « ſito 
the Grammarians 'and Rhetoriciamint 


which never made Oratour or PoelfThe 
Long * 
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Long before them were found out 
the grounds of that Art. And 
indeed the World was then pretry 
old. - It had laſted three .thoufand 
ears * before Solomon ; and 
it has continued as long ſince with- 
in a little more than three hun- 
dred years. Until that time the 
Life of man was long; and there 
had not yet been any Deluges of 
Barbarons Nations in thoſe Coun- 
ffies, where Arts and Sciences did 
begin. 


—_——— 


CAP. XY. 
The Politeneſs of the Iſraelites. 


\, ——— 


O- return to. the Hebrews in 
general , being ſo well in- 
trated 'and ſo well born, that 3s, 
ha Country, where men are na- 
ally endowed with Wit, they 
wld not want Politeneſs, For 
bb muſt not imagine, that'it 1s 
compatible with a Coutitry-life 
hd with the Labour of the Body - 
The example of the Greeks = 
e ut 


} 


I'2I 
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but too- well evince the contrary, V 
But the Greeks, living for the moſt/plen 
part in Common-wealths, were {0} j, Abig 
lous of their Liberty, that thq]#, 
all carried themſelyes as equals| all . 
and their wry mg only tend/ Alt 
ed to the teltifying Eſteem and vſual 
Friend-ſhip, wherein they were|Will 
imitated by the Romans. The 
vility of the Orientals ſuited mor 01s . 
with ours,and ſhewed more Reſped}diſco 
Thoſe they treated as Lord very 
whom they had a mind to honow|baſhf 
made them Proteſtations of Se/Mr « 
vice, and bowed before *em en! tled 
to the proſtrating themſelves ajtbing 
the Earth ,-which - the Scriptunad 1 
calls Worſhiping. The Hebralfliey 
did the like, even before they hyMean 
Kings, andin the days of the FyMan 
triarchs : Which did apparendvhen 
proceed from the Manners of wr t 
People round about, who b 
long time been ſubjefted to MaſteJſar) 
To Kiſs, was common in thaWund 
Salutations. Whereas we uncowPea 
our heads out - of reſpect, tl 

put off their Shoes to go into Bf 
zy Places; it being a ſign of mou 
wg to haye the head uncoy 


et 
ſl 
\ 


- 


| ofthe 1ſFadlices. 


ll Abſolom, and laſtly of Fudith. 1 


123 
We ſee examplesof their com- Ruth.2.1r, 
ements"in thoſe | of Ruth, of 33: 
bigeel, of that Woman 'of Tekg- | 
y", whom Joab employed to re- ,'$am. 


am. 
3. 41 


7. 


25. 


14: 


theſe examples are of Women, Judith 11. 
ſhally more Flattering than men. 5: 5 


Vilingly and with delight th 

ade uſe of Parables WY indent 
us | enigma; or riddles in their 
iſcouries. Their language was 
ery modeſt, and conformable to 
albfulneſs , tho after a man- 
xr diflerent from ours. ' For they 
ed Far-fetcht Circumlocurions for . 
ings , which webluntly ſpeak of 
nd with leſs cautton. As when 
they ſaid, The water of the Feet, 
(eaning urine; To open one's Peer, 
meaning , to go to Stool; and 
when they name the Thighs 
ſor the neighbouring part, which 
not to be named. On the con- 
tary they bave expreſſions, which 
und to us very harth. They 
peak often of certain ſecret Infir- 
ties in Men and Women, that 
ſhould not dare to name ; 
ad without ſcruple- name ſome 
logs, the names of which we 
p very 
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very carefully avoid. All theſe | B 
differences do only proceed from | an 
the diſtance of times - and places, th; 
© "The greateſt part of words, which j Tt 
are uncivil according to the pre. ' of 
ſent uſe- of our Tongue, were for-| at | 
merly civil, having other ſorts of | the 
Ideas annext to *em : And ain: 
this day the Levantines, ER 200 
the Mabometans have ridiculous| the 
niceties for certain beaſtly things, | he 1 
which do nought concern manners, | the 
while they give themſelves al te 
manner of Liberty in the moſt'in G 
infamous Pleaſures, But to come: ly yt 
tothe 1ſraclites, *tis likewiſe ob he k 
ſervable, that they ſpoke mote( Feaſt 
freely of what concerns the me- The | 
terial of Marriage, in regard no |Rehy; 
among'em renounced it, and thok the 
who wrote were very Serious men, But th 
and generally advanced in years. /|of w 


—_ 
: 


CAP. XVYI. 
Of their Pleaſures. 
cir mild and quiet life joynl a, 
to the beauty of the | 


try did incline them to —_ 4 


of the 1ſraelites. I25 
3ut their ' Pleaſures were ſenſible 

md eaſy ; having few others, but 

hoſe of good Chear and Muſick. 

Their Feaſts, as. I have ſaid; were 

f plain Meats, which they took 

t home, and their Muſick coſt 

hem leſs , moſt of*em being Skill'd 

n playing upon Inſtruments. The 

wod old Barzillas only reckon'd 

thefe two Pleaſures, when he ſaid, 2 Sam. 19. 
e was tooold to Reliſh Life; and *5- 

he Son of Syrach compares that 
ntertainment to a Carbuncle fet 

n Gold. Thus Uhſſes did frank- Ecfies- $2. 
5 yow amongſt the Pheaces, that oY: 

ie knew no other felicity than a 

fealt accompanied with _ Muſick. 

The ſame pleaſures we ſee in the 

Rebukes which the Prophets gave 

thoſe Perſons, who miſuſed them. Amos 6. | 
dnt they. added thereto the exceſs Il. 5. 27+ 
f Wines, Crowns of Flowers,and * 8 
werfumes, as we ſee was pradtif'd 

of the Greeks and Romans. We 

the particulars of their Perfumes 

t'the Canticles, and other parts 

of Scripture > But chiefly in the 

law, where it preſcribes the com- Exod: 30. 
wſition of twoſorts, which were *7: 


the 


226. 


Uai; 9. 3+ 
26. 10, 


'to help one another. Well knowd/Wty 
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the other Liquid ; 'and thoſe') ® 
druggs. were the moſt Odoriferous | - 
that were known, before the find ' ® 
ing out of Musk and Amber. They | 
took delight to cat in Gardens un-| © 
der Trees and Arbours. For *tis li 
natural in hot Countries to ſeek ' 
out Air, and loye the Freſco. $0, 
that, when Scripture would ſhewa | Wl 
time of Proſperity, ir ſays, Every 
one did eat and drink under his omn the 
Vine and own Fig-tree ;, which are Co 
Fruit-trees, whole Leaves are 
largeſt. ſtin 
Their application to Husbar-| ;; 1 
dry did not permit them to make| Gar 
Feaſts every day, and every day to| al 
take their pleaſures, as moſt part of Asf 
our Wealthy People do now : Butit| ablo 


'{erved to make *em reliſh them the] 2am 


better. Thus they had times of[ 12 al 


Rejoycing, their Sabbath-days; and that 


all the other Feaſts ſet down 
the. Law , Marriage , fharing «f told 
booty after the Victory, Sheep| this 


ſhearing, the Harveſt and the Vim Onien 


fa 


tages in eachparticular Territc 
where the Neighbours -afſemt 


it is that the Feſtivals of Baceb#|they 


we 
aNdt + : 


of the 1fraclites. 
and. Ceres had their riſe among the 
Grecians from ſuch occalions of Joy 
whereof there are Traces ſtill ſeen 
in Countries where Vine-yards 
are. The Iſraelites had no prophane 
ſights. . They contented themſelyes 
with the Ceremonies of Religion 
and the- preparation of Sacrsfices 3 
which muſt needs have been very 
magnificent ; ſince the Temple was 
the moſt ſtately bnilding in all the 
Country, and there - were: above 
thirty two thouſand  Levites de- 
ſtined to ſerve therein: 

I do not ſee, they - uſed either 
Gaming or Hunting, which wereck- 
onamong our greateſt. diaerti{ment 
As for Gaming, it ſeems, they were 
abſolutely ignorant of it, the very 
tame being not ſo much as found 
In all the Scripture. Not but 
that the- Jvdians had already in- 
rented Games, if, what we are 
told of them, be true : But ſtill at 
this day the Arabiars and other 
\ Onental Nations do not Play at 
Games of Hazard. - As for 
Hunting or Fowling , they were 
dot unknown. to the 1/raclites : But 
they. applyed themſclyes that way 
| IH | G leſs 
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leſs for pleaſure''than for\the'ad- 
vantage of {ornilhing theit'Tabtes, 
and the ſaving and prefervins then 
Corn and their Vmeyards. For 
of Traps and Snares they ſpeak| | 
often; and we do not find, that| 


\ 


even their Kings were-provided of! 1 
Dogs and other equipages ot that, ! 
Sport. Undoubtedly they would| 
have rendred themſelves very 0. « 
dious, ſhould they have rid or r| * 
over their tilPd Lands, or: kept| 
any creature, that-might raved k 
miſchief, The 'great chaces "an tl 
plac'd in the vaſt Forreſts and un] & 
cultivated Lands of cold Coun| " 
tries, 


— 


— "- 
CAP IVE - 


Their Mourning for the Dea 
Fter their Rejoycings, let - 
"A. (peak of Mournitig, and ti n 
marks of 'AfMiCtion. The Ac 5 
ents went not into Mourning ofl ty 
for the death of their Relations 


but as often as any misfortm = 


hap'ned to them - And the 
Mourning | 


the irael: S, 
Mourning did not ſolely conſiſt in 
changing Cloaths. The cauſes 
of Mourning were either publick 
Calamities, as a Mortality, a ge- 
neral Famine, or an invalion of e- 
nemies, or particular Mifortunes, 
the death of a Relation or a. Friend; 
if he was dangerouſly ſick, or in 
| Captivity; or if one was accuſed 
of an hanious crime. The ſigns of 
Mourning among the Iraelites were 
to rent their Garments, as {oon as 
they heard of l|L.news, or when 
| [they hap'ned to be preſent at ſome 
| great evil , as a Blaſphemy or a- 
| ny other ſin againſt God 3 to beat 
the Breaſt , to put their hands 
| upon their head, to uncover it, 
| and to caſt duſt and aſhes there- 
on inſtead of Perfumes, which they 
vug'd on occaſions of Joy; and 
laſtly to ſhave the Beard and Head. 
On the- other fide, the Romans, 
| who were wont to ſhave, let their 
| hair grow in . time of Mourning. 
| As long as that laſted, they were 
neither to anoint or waſh them- 
| ſelves, but to wear ſordid and 
torn apparel, or Sack-cloath, that 
«| 41fo ſay, a ſtraight and narrow ſuit, 
| X G 2 without 
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1 To 


without foldings, and by Conſe- 
- quence diſagreeable. They calPd 
them 'Cilices, becauſe they were 


| 


| 


'f 
0 


made of coarſe Camlet, or of al 


ſome ſuch like coarſe and heavy 
Stuff. They had their feet bare 
as well as their heads, but their 


ki 
V« 
de 


Faces covered. Their Mourning ſh 
was attended with faſting : That | de 
Ezech. 24+ 1s, as long as it continued, they | on 


either did eat nothing at all, or 
they didnot eat till after. the Sun's 
ſetting, and ,then very common 
Meats and fome Pulſe, and drank 
nothing but Water. They remain. 
ed ſhut up, ſitting onthe Ground, 
or Wying on aſhes; kept a pro- 


& 

my 
th; 
lat 
ral 
An 
we 


found filence 3 never opened their ' ſtr 
mouths , unleſs to lament, or Sing| the 
Doleful Songs, The Mourning] the 
for the Deceaſed generally laſted] Da 
ſeven days, and ſeldom any long| tho 
er. But Widows there were, gro 


of the Iſraelites. 


' fain'd all the natural Conſequences 
of a real Grief 3 for men in great 
afflictions take no care to deck or 
keep themſelves neat ; hardly e- 
ver ſpeak, without it be in Plaints; 
do-not ſhew themſelves openly, bur 
ſhun all Divertifements.l believe in- 
deed there wereamongſt them, who 
only as1t were mimicked Mourning 
& did all theſe things without being 
much concern'd. But at leaſt thoſe 
that were really ſo, might freely 
latisfy themſelves. Now in gene- 
ral both the Tſ-aelites and al} the 
Ancients were more natural, than 
we are in theſe matters, and con- 
ſtrained themſelves much leſs as to 
the exteriour Demonſtrations of 
their paſſions. They Sang, they 
Danc'd on occaſions of Joy : On 
thoſe of grief they wept, they 
groaned aloud. When they were 
in fear ,. they ingenuouſly confeſt 
they were ſo : When they. were 
in choler , they vented- it 1n 1c- 
proaches.. Homer and the Tragick. 
Poets afford us examples hereof 
on all occaſions. Philoſophy and 
Chriſtianity. have ſince very much 


corrected that outſide in all thoſe, 
who 
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who have had. Education and Po- 
liteneſs : -They are exerciſed from 
their Youths to ſpeak like Heroes 
or like Saints : But the moſt part 
are never'the hetterat the Bottom 


but only ciſſemble their Paſſions 


without ſtriving againſt them. 
Funerals will ſuit well. with 
Mourning. All the Ancients took 
a particular care of them ; and 
lookt upon it as a great Mis- 
fortune, when the Bodies of Per-- 
fons, who had been near and 
dear to them, remain'd expos'd to 
be torn and deyour'd by Beaſts or 
Birds, or to be corrnpted openly, 
and infect -the Living. Whereas 
the Greeks burnt the corps to keep 
the aincs, the Acbrews interred 
the common People, and embalmed 
the moſt conſiderable Perſonages 
to put them into Sepulchers, They 
embalmed much after the ſame 
ſaſhicn as the Egyprians, ſurround- 


Ing the corps with a great quan- 


tity of drying drugs - Then put 
them into Tombs, which were lit- 
tle Caves or Cloſets cut out in 


Rocks, whereof each had a Table | 


of the ſame Stone, on which they 
laid 
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laid the- Body. Several of thoſe 
Sepulchers till remain , whereof 

we zyay fee deſcriptions in the Re- 

lations of Travellers. Altho Fune- 

rals werea pious Duty, yet they 

were -not attended with any Cere- 

mony of Religion : On the con- 

trary, it was a profane action , 

which rendred all thoſe unclean, 

who had any fhare thercin, untill 

they were purify'd - Which pro- 

ceeds from that Dead Bodies are 

ether in a ſtate-of Corruption,or 

In a Diſpoſition approaching there- 

to, Wherefore ſo far were they 

fron}: haying occaſion for Prieſts 

at their” Funerals, that thy were 
forbidden- to aſliſt at them, were 

It not at thoſe of their near Kins- 

folk. When Foſias fell to abo- EE 
liſhing Idolatry , he causd the JP ©: 
Bones of the Falſe Prieſts to be 15 Chron. 
burnt vpon the Altars; to the in- 34. 5- 
tenr, thoſe Altars might be had 

in the greater Deteſtation. 
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C A P. XVII. 
Religion. 


Bis is , what concerns the Pri- 

vate life of the !ſ-aelites.Let 

us now proceed to their Religion 

and their State Politick. As to 
Religion I ſhall not enlarge much 

in explaining their Belief. We 

ought to know it, ſince 'tis com- 
Prehended in ours. I ſhall only 

ſhew, that certain truths were 

clearly reveal'd to. them, while 0- 

thers were ſtill obſcure, tho they 

were - alrcady. revealed, What 

they knew, was, That there was 

"_ 74% but one God, who Created Hes 
App. .2.;, VEN and Earth;: that he governs 
8, all things by his Providence; that 
Deut.4-39- we ought to put no truſt, ſave in 
- 4+ _ him, nor hope for any good but 
129, from him; that beſces all things 
PC, 62. 71, Eventhe very ſecrets of our hearts; 
If.z36, that hemovyes our wills within, and 
_ turns them which way he pleaſes ; 
*> 93* that all men are born in ſin, .and 


- Kings 8, naturally prone to eyil; that, not- 
39. withſtanding 


of the 1ſtaclites. 


withſtanding , they may do well 
with the help of God; that they 
are free, and have the choice to 


do good orevil; that God 1s very. 


juſt, and puniſhes or rewards ac- 
cording to merit; that he is mer- 
ciful, and pardons thole , who 
have a ſincere regret for their ſins 
paſt 3 that he judges all the aCti- 
ons of men after Death : From 
whence it follows , that the Soul 
is immortal, and that there is ano- 
ther Life. 1 hey knew, however, 
that God out of his meer good- 
nels had choſen them amongſt all 
men to be his faithful People; 
that. among them , of 'the Tribe 
of Fudah and of the race of David 
was a SAVIOURto be born, 
who ſhould deliver them from all 
their Sufferings, and draw al} Na- 
tions to the knowledge of the 
true God; This is, what they di- 
ſtinlly knew, and was the moſt or- 
dinary Subject of their meditati- 
ons and-. their prayers. This is 
that high and moſt. glorious Wil- 


35 

1 Sam. 10» 
26, 

Prov.21.1:; 
Pl.” fl. 7, 
Gen. 6. 5, 
"= 
Deur. 30.6, 
Ezech.36. 


2, 

Pl. 73. 17: 
Eccl.8.,1 I's 
9.2, 11. gs 
12.144 
Wiſd. 2.1 3- 
Deur. 7.6s 
7,9 


P(.22. 28. 
Pfal.7 2.1 15 - 
Iſ:11-1.10. 
Ezechc3 4+ 


23. 


dom , which - diftinguiſhed them Deur. - 4.6; - 


Vid, Orig. contra. Celf; 5.cr Jof, 2. in Ap.6-- 
| from: 
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from all the Nations of the wlſole 
Earth. For whereas among the reſt 
of the World none there were but 
the wiſe men, who knew any of 
theſe great Truths, and that too 
very . imperfectly, and with a 
great Diverſity of Opinions 3 All 


the Iſraelites were taught theſe. | 
Doctrines, even the very Women _ 


and Slaves.. All had the ſame 

Sentiments. 
Gen.1.25, The Truths, which were taught 
Pſ. 33-6. them more obſcurely, were that 
Prov-30-4+ jn. God there are three Perſons, 
_—_ Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt ; that 
- 1-4 ,, the Sayiour, whom they expected, 
PL 45-78. ſhould be God, and the Son of 
Gen.22.18 God; that he ſhould be both God 
I. 53-11. and man; that God gave to mn 


_ 5-®* his grace and neceſſary help for the 
F 60:19. accompliſhing his Law, only, by 
64. 4. that Saviour and in view,of his 
Tob.13.21 merits; that he ſhould ſuffer death 
ny , to expiate the Sins of Mankind; 
| ge That his Kingdomſhovld be whol: 
wiſd. 20. Iy Spixitual.;, that all men ſhould 
go. 4 ; . - 
z0.&c. Tiſe again; that in the other life 
5. 3. &c- ſhall be the true Recompence of 
Tob. 2.18 the good and Puniſhment of the 


4-255 Wicked, Allthis is tavght in the 


[ 


| 


Scriptures | 


aw ads aa a 
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Scriptures of the Old Teſtament, 
(and in the Apocryphaz ) but nor 
ſo clearly, as that all the People 
knew it. Nor indeed were men 
yet capable of. receiving ſuch ele- 
vated truths. 

But according to my Deſign, I 
muſt only explain , what their 
_ external practiſes of Religion had 


moſt difterent- from our Principles: 


and Manners. They had but one 
Temple and one Altar, where It 
was premitted them to offer Sa» 
crifices to God. which. was a- ſenſt- 
ble mark of God's Unity : And 
for the repreſenting likewiſe his 
Sovereign Majeſty , that Building 
was the moſt magnificent in alt thar 
Country, The Temple within the 
Veil was on. the in-ſide adorned 
with Sculptures, and all overlaid 
with Plates of . Gold. True, it 
was not very large: But the 
Courts,Galleries and diverſe Apart»: 
ments, which bcelong'd to it, tor 
the Lodging of Prieſts and Levizes, 
for the keeping Treaſures and fa- 
cred Veſlels; the Magazines of. 
Oblations, the Kitchins, the 
Rooms to cat i2;. and the-reſt; alF 


this: 


137 


138 


The Manners 


this together made a- great maſs 
of buildings, which being form'd 
in ſymmetry and rare ArchiteCture 
2avea mighty Idea of that great 
King, who was ſerved in that fa- 
cred Palace. And to render it's 
Sanctity the more fenlilbe, none 
but thoſe who were Pure, were 


allowed to go upon the mount of | 


the Temple. The Women had 
their place apart : The Gentiles 
were only in the outward Court : 
The Iſraclites were plac'd in one 
more adyanced. That, where 
the Altar was, was only for the 
Pricſts : They cid not go into the 
Ecmple within the Veil , but on- 
ly toofter Incenſe and Loaves, and 
to kindle the Lamps: But none, 


ſave the High-Prieſt entred into | 
the moſt Holy Place, and- that too | 


but once ayear. 

We are offended at the Bloudy 
Sacrifices, which made the Temple 
a Slaugher-houſe and Kitchin : But 
the ſame thing was done by all 
Nations. Beſides, the proper 
funCtions of the Prieſts were only 
to ſprinkle the Blood, kindle the 


Fire, and put thoſe portions upon 
k its 


of the Iſraelites. 


it, Which were to be offered up. 
It was the parties, that kill'd the 
Sacrifices, who prepared them,cut 
'em to pieces, and cauſed them 
to be broil'd - Which we ſee in the 
Law and in the Hiſtory of the 


lick Sacrifices, that were offter'd 
for al the People. Hence come 


thoſe Figures, which might ſeem-xzech.24. 
to us low and mean in- Zeremy and 3, 4. &c. 
Ezechiel, to whom God repreſents. 
Jeruſalem by - the Image of a Por. 

Thoſe two Prophets were Prielts,. 


and accuſtomed to ſee the Sancti- 


fy'd Meats made ready. Now: 


whatſoever ſerved to the worſhip 


of God and the execution of his. 


Law, they efteemed great and no- 
ble: And beſides it was ordinary for 
the beſt. ſort ofpeople to work with 
their own hands, and for them- 
ſelves bo do, as I have faid, the 
things neceſlary for life. So 1n Fo- 


mer the great King Agamemnon Niad.. 3. 


kil'd the _ Lambs/ himſelf, the 


blood of which: were the ſeal of 
the Treaty, he made with the. 
Trojans. SO King Neſtor Sacrili-- 


ing 


Levit. 16. 
: þ II. &Cc. 
Sons of Heli, However. the Priefts : Sam, 12. 


did the ſame funtions at the pub-- 13. 


Jerem. 1, 
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cing.to Minerva, his Sons killed 


the Victime, cut it to pieces, and 
broyl'd them, Homer is full of the 


like examples. 
Moreover,, all that is preſcrib'd 


in the Law touching the quality; 


and form of Sacrifices, did tend 
more to hinder Superſtition and 
reduce the Jſraelites to ſo ſmall a 
number of Ceremonies, than to iN- 
eroduce new ones. The ldolaters 
Sacrific'd many more ſorts of Liy- 
ing Creatures and in many more 
places ; ſince they had "Temples 


and Altars every where, and each 


Farmily had it's Domeſtick Gods 
and particular Superſtitions.. I hus 
God a long while before-hand 
prepared his People to avoliſh thole 
bloody Sacrifices, often telling; 


them at the ſame time by his- 


Prophets, that they were not ne- 
ceſſary nor eſſential to Religion, 
and that the worſhip, moſt pleaſing: 
to yio Jay in praiſes and-the cons 
yerlion of the Hearts. 

It wasneceſlary, that the Prieſts 
ſhould be marryed, (if it were 
only. vpon this account ;, ) ſince 
the Prieſt-hood was eſtabliſhed oy 
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the Family of Aaron - But they 
were parted from their Wives , 
during the time of their Service. 
We do not ſee, that any funCtion 
of civil life was interdictcd them 
and they bore arms as well as 


_ others. T hey performed the ye- 


ry Office of Trumpeters both in 
the Army and every where elle. 
For they made uſe of Silver Trum.- 
pets to- give notice of the Feaſts , 
and to call the People to publick 
prayers : And the name of Jubi- 
ly comes from a Rams-born which 


was ſounded to make known the 


— 


———— 


opening of that Feaſt. The An- 


cient 2fonks of Eoypr kept; up this 


Cuftome of Sounding the Trum+ 
pet, to ſhew the honrs of Pray- 
i ; For the ule of Bells is of a 
later Date. 

The Feaſts of the 7ſraelites-were 
the Sabbath of each week, the 
irſt day of each month, call'd 
with us the Calends or Nehoments, 
becauſe they reckoned their 
moneths atleaſt in the later times 
irom the day the Moon began to 
appear, They had likewiſe three 
wSlkmn days, the Paſſcoyer, Pen- 

zecoſt, 
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Deut., 20% 
2 Chron. 13. 
2, 

Numy. 10. 
Jol. Bel. 


IL 


Levic. 23-- 
Numb: 28. 
294 
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tecoſt, and the. Feaſt of Taberna» T 
cles, eſtabliſhed in memory of three. | at 
great bleilings, which they had | ve 
received from God, their going 
forth out of Egypt , the Publica- | — 
tion of the Law, and their eſta- - 
bliſhment in the Land of promiſe. | 
The Sacrifices were multiplyed on. / 
Feaſt-days : But they offered eve- | 

Tnjd. Fn- ry day two Lambs for an Holocauſt 

reecheſmos both Morning and Evening : And 

F*e-Serif. this is, what they called the per- T 
petual Sacrifice. Their year con- [{y 
ſiſted of twelve months, of. thir- |)ſgy 
ty days each , much like to ours. ing | 
It was thus regulated ever fince [it. gi 
Noah, as appears by the datesof 
the Deluge bur *cis credible,. {ye 
that it then began-at the Autum- |yhv] 
nal Equinox. Moſes was command |ing « 
ed to begin It in the Spring i | 
the Month Abib , which was that lhe. 
of the Paſleovyer :: And with refe- hrimj 
rence it is to that Month, that the. ren 
others are computed, which are. bmet, 
only named by their number, They kck.c 
correſpond much with our Roman! fiereſ 
Months, the names-whereof come. Wourn 


=> 
ea 
3 


trom the Ancient year, which be-- lie Py 
gan. in the. Month of. Jarcb. fre p 
Trhuy 


of the lfraclites. 


Thus the eight Month is Otober 
at leaſt in part, the ninth is Ne- 
vember, and ſo of others. 


rm. 


CAP. XIX. 
Faſt. Low. 


He Faſts of the 1ſ-aelites were 
attended with all I have ſer 
down, when I ſpoke of their 
Mourning : for Faſting and Mourn- 
og were the ſame thing. So that 
t-did' not. conſiſt in only cating 
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ater, but in affiftting them--. 
{ves all manner of ways. The: 


ng or eating vnttl night : And 
lhis is not only ſtil} practis'd by 
tbe J-ws, byt both they andthe 
imtive CRRISTIANS have 

imitated herein by the 4a- 
etans, They remain'd ſiJent in 
ck-cloath and aſnes, and did all 
reſt of what i have ſaid about 
rning. By ſound of Trumpet 
Publick Faſts as well as Feaſts 


wholeday they ſpcnt without drink-' 


Iſa. 58. 5: 


1 King 21.. 
12. 


re proclaim'd, All the People Joel. 2.15. 
aſſembled 16, &C- 
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Levit. 16. 
and 2 7. 
Zach.8.19. 


2 Sam. I'2, 
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aſſembled in the Temple of Jersſs- 
lem, at other Cities in the Pub- | , 
lick place. LeCtures of the Law | © 
were held there, and the moſt _ 
venerable Elders exhorted the Peo. 
ple to confeſs - their Sins and re- | bu 
pent. On thoſe days were Kept \ 
no Weddings, and even Husbands | c 
abſtained from their Wives. The -| .. 
Law had commanded but one 
day alone for Faſting, the Tenth ,_ 
of the ſeventh Month, which was | Fa 
the Feaſt of Expiation : But in 14; 
and from the time of the Pro- Oat! 
Phet Zechariah they reckon'd two of I 
others, one in the fifrh Month and 
the other in the Tenth. They ples 
had ſeveral extraordinary ones, yo 


neſs of the Child, that iſſue of hi Yo 
crime, and for the Death of Ak|, 


' ner, and on many other occaſions] g, 1. 
; which he mentions in the Pſalms| gg, 


In ſhort, . there were Faſts, that Oaths 


* were kept out of meer Deyotiol|  -, 
for the. performing of fſont'gp ; 
Vow. | 
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They were very Religious in 
obſerving their Vows and their 
Oaths. As for their Vows, the 1 
example of Fephra is but too 1 7 
ſtrong; and for their Oaths, 7o- Joſ. 5. 25. 
ua kept the promiſe he had 
made to the G:brorites, tho it was 
founded upon a manifeſt deceit, be- 
cauſe he had Sworn to *em in the 
name of the Lord. Saul would TOE e 
nye put his Son Fonathan to 17: ot 
death for having violated the pro. 
hibitzon, he had made with an 
Oathz tho 7orathan only fin'd out 
of Ignorance. We find among 
them ſeveral other the like exam- 
ples. Very feriouſly they made 
thoſe Solemn Promiſes, and gave 
themſelves no Liberty to inter- 
pret them. To ſwear by 'the 
tme of God was an act of Re- 
ligion ; ſince that Oath —_ 
puſhed, the /ſraclites from thoſe, 7,...-.. 
who ſwore by the name of. falſe g— 
Gods. . Which muſt be under. Pf. 63.11. 
-_ of Lawful and neceſlary |. Fo 

Their vows did ordinarily con- 
iſt in offering to God ſome part 
of their eſtates, whether to _ 

Or 
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1 Chron. 
26,28, 


Rerod. 1, 


N amb, 6. 
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for Sacrifices, or to be kept in 
reſerve. Rence came thoſe vaſt | 
treaſures in the Temple of Sols 
mon, Which beſides the offerings of | | 
David contain'd thoſelJof Solomon, ' 
Saul, Abner, and JFoab. For thoſe | , 
oblations principally conliſted of \ 
Spoils , taken from their enemies. | 4 
The like did the Pag:ns in the | 7 
Temples of their Gods , whether {; 
after . Victories or on other occa- | p:; 
lions; Whereof I will give: n0 | y, 
other example than the Temple þ; 
of Delphos, and the riches , which | 1 
Creſus ſent thither to make the | 
Oracle favour him. The moſt | = 
conſiderable Vow was that of the | 
Nazarites , which for a time ob- 
liged it's yotaries neither to 
drink Wine, nor any thing that 
incbriates, nor to cnt their hair; | 
and to keep themlſelyes very / 
charily from all Legal  Impurt-| [” 
ties, particularly from the approach] we 
of Dead Bodies. The rule of) pre 
the Recabites ſeems to have had it's, of 
foundation from ſuch kind «wh 
Vows. The Author of that Rule wa cy? 
Fonadab the Son of Rachab, wiv ing 
lived in the time of Jebu King of 
Jſr 


my os 
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Iſrael and of Eliſha the Prophet. 
He 'forbad his Children to drink 
Wine, to build houſes, to ſow , 
. or haye Lands or Vineyards. So 
that they dwelt in Tents; in all 
probability employing themſelyes 
as the-. Levites did in breeding 
| Cattle, ard in perfettly imitating 


128 


6. 


| the Paſtoral life of the Patriarchs. 


| They were marryed, and invio- 

{ably kept that Rule in their 
| Family during at leaſt an hundred 
| years; for we do not find what 
became of them after the Cap- 
tivity. 


NS 


C A P: XX. 


Prophets, 


Nother kind of the Rel:g1ous, 
and much more conſiderable 
were the Prophets. There was a 
| great number of them in the time 
| of Samuel, witneſs that company , 
| which Sau! met with, who prophe- 


1 Sam. 26 


5. 
Ibid. 198 


cy'd at the ſoundof Inſtruments,be- 20; 
| ing Tranſported with the ew" 
| 0 


| 


1409 


2 Rings 4+ 
10, 


fbld. +270 
2 King. 10s 


"Tye anners 
of God:; and that other troop, 
which prophecy'd in the preſence 
of Samuel, and which ſeems to 
have heen of his Diſciples. But \ 
it does not appear, there weree- / 
ver {0 many as from the time of 
Elias and El:ſhah until the Capti- | 
vity of Babylon. They lived ſeque- } 
ſtred from the World, diſtinguiſh- 
ed by their apparel, and theit | 
way of Life. They dwelt npon 
Mountains, as Elias and Eliſu | 
on Mount Carmel and in Galeal. 
The rich woman, who took Eliſha -. 
into her houſe, when he wentto 
Stunam, as I have ſaid, made a | 
Chamber to be built and furniſhed | | 
for him, where he liv'd fo ret | 
red, that he did not ſo much as 
ſpeak with his Hoſteſs, but gave | | 
her to underſtand, what he had | { 
to ſay, by his Servant Gehau;  t 
and when that Woman delir'd | t 
him to raiſe her ''Son from the | 4 
1 
I 


Dead, -Gehazi wonld have hindred 

her from touching the feet of the} . 
Prophet. When Nahaman Gene- 'H 
ral of the armies of Syria cam | }; 


to him to be cured of his Lepro- | þ 
fe, -he fent him his Orders with- yt 


out |. 
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git ſhowing himſelf, Two other Ibid.q. 12. 


Miracles of that , Prophet ſhew, 
that his Diſciples lived in Society, 
that . of the Pottage of herbs, 


' Whelr he took away it's bitterneſs, 


and: that of the Barly-loayes , 
.which-he multiplyed ; wherein we 
way likewiſe ſee the Frugality of 
.their diet. There were eyen an 
Hundred Prophets, who lived 
in that Community and Fellow-ſhip. 
'They. workt.- with their own 
hands : For finding themlelves too 
= crowded in their Lodgings, 

went | themſelves and cut 
<P to build withal, and they 


7 were ſo poor , that one of them 


: pbets mention'd in the Rexelath 


> 


was fain to Borrow an ' | 
The apparel of the;Prophets was 
Sack. cloath, the habit of Mourning, 
to notify, they. did penance for 
the ſins of all the People, So in 
the Deſcription of Elzab *tis ſaid, 


He .was ian hairy mas, and fer zKingsr 


with a 'tirfile of Leather. aboxt bis 


Loyns, So: when God commands 1; 1 


Iſaiah to ſip himſelf, he orders 
him to looſe bis Sack-cloth from off 
- | bis /Loyns. The two great Pro- 


ons, 


L47 


2 King4.1 


I 4» 


Rev. 11.3. 


*'ſba multiplyed , was the widow 


Amos. 9%. 


| 1ÞkK = 1 oats | a 
Wwas-a' ''Porextare Living likewi'* jy 
; a 
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ons , appear'd cloathed in Sack. 
cloth. The' Prophets, at leaſt 
ſome of them, were marryed; | 
and that widow , whoſe oyl £1; 


ofa Prophet. It ſeemsalſo their 
Children followed the ſame Pro- | 
feſſion: For the Prophets are | 
often .called the Sons of the ho 
phets , which made Amos fay, [| , 
was no Prophet, neither was d a Pro- | | 
phets Son, but Twas @ Herdsman , | ; 
for to (how, he did not Prophecy | , 
by profeſſion , but by an extraor- | | 
dinary- call. For altho moſt coms | | 
monly God made uſe of thoſe, | , 
who led a Prophetical Life, to | , 
make his will known; yet he did |, 
not impoſeupon himſelf a Law of f 
not making Revelations to others. |, 
In the mean while" they only ac | g, 
counted thoſe for Prophets, who | jj 
lead their . kind of life : From | p, 
whence it-comes, that. the Books | g;, 


of David, Solomon and . Daniel ate | ty 


not placed in the rank of Prophe-! G, 
cies; by reaſon , the two forme |, 
were Kings living in great delights | th, 
and ſplendour, and the Latter 


by 
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at ' Court and - amidſt great 
| People. 
| - Theſe were the men, who-after 
the Patriarchs preſerved the 'pu- 
| ret Tradition of the true Religi- 
| on. They ſpent their time in 
| meditating on the Law of God, in 
' | praying to him ſeveral times day 
- | and night for themſelves and o- 
| | thers, and exerciſed *emſelyes in 
"| the Practice of all Virtues. They 
3 | inſtructed their Diſciples, diſ-o- 
| yered to them. the meaning of the 
*| law, and explained the divine 
*| ſence, which concerned the State 
1 |of the Church after the coning 
| of the Meſlias: either vpon Earth 
| | or in H:aven, couched under Ale- 
f gories of ſenſible things, and low 
[1a appearance. They alſo in- 
* | ſtruted the people, who came to 
0 | them *on Sabbath-days and other 
N | Feaſts. They chid them for their |. _ | 
6 | Fins,” and exhorted *em to Repen- 95k, "_ 
ie | tance, and often in the name of 
&| God foretold what ſhould befall 
@ [them. This Liberty of ſpeaking 
5| the harſheſt truths, even to Rings, 
7 | made them odious , and colt feve-. 
* rl of , them their Lives. 
J |, H However 


— 
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Howeyer there were many- Im 
poſtors , who counterfeited' the: | 
cut-ſide of true Prophets, wore | 
Sack-cloth as well as they,and ſpoke 
in the ſameStyle, ſaying of them: |. 
ſelves likewiſe, that they were 


Zech.13-4+ inſpired by God : But they took 


care not to make any PrediCtions, 
but ſuch: as were acceptable to the 
Prince and his People. The-falſe 
Gods had alſo their Prophets, as 


: Kings 18. the 850, whom Elijah cauſed to- | 


19. 


Is 
MX 
did not ſay it in a Poetical ſenſe, k 
be 
ig 


be put to death. Of the fame 
Leven were thoſe Sooth-ſayers a- 
mong the Grecsars, whom they: | p 
calld Manties , as Calchas and Ts. | 
reſias in the Heroical Times. Such |; 
were thoſe, who uttered Oracley, | y 
or who ſpread them- abroad, and |. 
the Poets, who pretended. to be 
1n-blown by the Gods. For- they 


but to have it really beliey'd: 
And indeed thoſe falſe Prophets; |; 
whether by the Operation of the |, 
Devil, or by artifice, entred into 
a fury and: ſpoke in an extraordi- 
nary Style,to emulate the ſenſible ef- |, 
fefts, which the Spirit of God 5, 
made in the true Prophets, "= 

c 


ofthe-1f-aclites. 


the temptation was great to the 
| Tſ-aclites, ſo weak in virtue, tO 
| conſult thoſe Sooth-ſayers and 
falle Oracles and it was a 
Branch of that Idolatry , where- 
to- they were very ſubject, du- 
ring all the time we ſpeak 


| of, 
= Car. 2X 

| Talatry. 

4 His Crooked inclination to L- 


| 
| dolatry appears to us very 
| range and very abſurd in the 
; Manners of the Iſraelites : and it 
«| that, which does moſt of all 
-[perſwade us, they were a groſs 
7 and brutiſh People. We ſcarcely 
. ke now any Idolaters - We only 
" |trar- ay , that there remain ſome 
* |in-the Indies and other far diſtant 
Countries : But all the People, 
m#ho ſurround us, Fews, Mahome- 
if; (ar, Hereticks, and Papiſts, profeſs 
1 the Unity of an Almighty God - 
The meaneſt ſort of Women, the 
H 2 moſt 
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"and reckons all that does not fall , 
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moſt ignorant and heavy Lovty 
know diſtinly this truth; ſo that 
we conclude, thoſe, who believ- 
ed ſeveral Gods, and worſhipped 
Stocks and Stones, ought to be 
placed in the loweſt form of the 
moſt ignorant , dunſical, and bar, 
barous men. Nevertheleſs Barba- | 
rous we cannot term the Roman: , 
Greeks, Egyptians, Syrians, and the 
other people of Antiquity ; al 
whoſe Arts, Sciences and . Poli 
reneſs are derived down to us, and 
for which we are much behol- 
den to them: And we cannot de- 
ny, but that Idolatry domineer'd 
among them with an abſolute Em- 
pire at a time , when as to other. 
things they were moſt ingenious 
and polite. Wherefore we mult| 
pawie a little here, and dive into| 
the Source and Fond of thi 
Evil. | 

The Wit of man is ſo mud} | 
darkned ſince the Fall, that he re | 
mains in the ſtate of corrupted 
nature. He does not apply him | 
ſelf to any Spiritual Idea: He ons | 
ly thinks of Body and Matter, , 


under 
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| under his ſenſes, for nothing. 
at | Nought appears ſolid to him, but 
V)-, what ftrikes his groſſeſt Senſes , 
ed} the Taſt and Feeling. We ſee it 
but too plainly in Children and 
he men, who follow their Paſliqns ; 
Il” They have no value but for what 
| js Viſible and Senſible : All other 
things ſeem to *em meer Caſtles in 
te | the Air, And yet theſe men are 
al | brought up in the true Religion ; 
I-| in the knowledge of one God, of 
0d] the Souls Immortality, and of a 
o-| Future life. What then could 
de- thoſe Ancient Genr:les think, who 
0] had never heard a Syllable of theſe 
M- things, and to whom their great 
ef | Sages only preſented ſenſible and 
W| material Objects ? Read Homer , 
uſt] a; long as you pleaſe, that great 
9] Divine and great Prophet of the 
1] Grecians and you will not find 
the leaſt tittle therein to conjecture, 
Ki that he thought of any thing Spi- 
it ritual or Incorporeal. 
te And truly all their Wiſdom ap- 
W plyed it ſelf to what concerns the 
A body and the ſenſes. 1 he Gym» 
if naſtick exerciſes of "the body. , 
fall which they made ſo much: their 
| buſineſs 
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buſineſs did-only aim at preſerving 
and avgmenting Health, Strength, | 
Dc xterity , and Beauty, and they. 
brought that Art to the higheſt | 
pitch of Accompl:ſhment. Scul- 

Pture, Painting. and ArchiteCture 

regard the pleaiure of rhe Eye; 

and ſuch grezt Maſters were they 

in- thoſe Arts, that their Houſes, 

their Cities and all their Countries, | 
were full of agreeable Objects, as | 
we may ſee by the Deſcriptions | 
of Pauſanias. They allo excelled | 
in Muſick ; and tho Poetry ſeems 
to reach further than the Sences, 
ir 4s ſtinted ro the Imagination, 
wich has the lame Obje(ts and 
produces the ſame Effefts, Their | 
moit Ancient Laws, and their Rules 
of Morality do all likewiſe refer 
ro bodily things, that each parti- 
cular Perſon 'ſhonld have where- 
with to live handſomely ; that 
men ſhould marry ſound and fruit- 
full Women ; that -the Children 
ſhould be brought up to have ſtcut 
Bodies, and that chiefly for War; | 
tar every one might be in ſecuri- | 
ty in reſpeft of Strangers or Il. 
Citizens, '! F223 

$2510] They 


| 
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2 They thought ſo little of the 
1, | Soul and 'its"'Spiritual Goods, that 
y [they did it a great decal of harm 
t | for the -prefectionating of the 
|. | Body. It is evidently againſt 
e modeſty, that the Young-men 
3;  FHould appear all naked in publick 
y | to exerciſe themſelves in the Eyes 
of all the World : This was re- 
| -puted nothing ; and the Women 
s | t00 IN Lacedemon exerciſed them- 
s| elves in that manner. Very dan- 
{ | gerous alſoit was to expoſe Sta- 
$ tues and Pictures every where of 
, | all kind of Nudities , even the 
, | moſt infamous 3; and the danger 
| was very great, eſpecially for 
ec | Painters and Carvers, who work 
s | to the Life : However they were 
r | obligd to content the pleaſure 
of the Sight. Thus we know , 
. | 0 what point of Diſloluteneſs and 
t | Lubricity the Greeks attained by 
- | thoſe means. Among them the 
1 | moſt abominable Wantonneſs was 
- 
) 


not only in uſe but in Honour. 
| :Muſick and Poetry , beſides their 
fomenting-of thoſe Vices, did like- 
wiſe excite and maintain Jealou- 


'fies and mortal hatred among the 
| Pocts: 
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Poets, the Actors and the SpeCta- 
tors: And particular perſons 
were often. branded, Lampoon'd, 
and expoſed by Forgeries and cru- | 
el .Raileries. But they were not | 
much netled or ſcandaliz'd, pro- 
vided they had fine Songs and a- 
2rceable Sights, | 
it. was the ſame, as to their 
Religion: 1t only - conſiſted in fen- 
ſible Cercmor ies , and was injurious 
inſtead of being advantageous to 
good manners. And 'the ſource | 
of all theſe miſchiefs was, that man 
had forgot himſelf, and his imma- 
terial ſubſtance, There was kept 
rp among all pcople a conltant 
Tradition, that there was a more 
excellent Being than man, capable 
of doing him good or evil. Know- 
1ng nothing but Body, they would 
needs have that | Being, h. e. the 
Deity, to: be-allo Corporeal, and 
by conſcquence , that there were 
ſeveral Godsz to the intent 
there might be ſome of them in 
each-part of nature ; that each 
Nation, each Town, each Family 
might have their peculiar Deities. 
They imagin'd them like immortal 
| men; 
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menz and to make *em happy, they 


attributed to them all the pleaſures, 
withopt which they: fancy'd no 


happineſs, and that even to the 


| moſt ſhameful Debaucheries: : 


Which afterwards ſerved to au- 
thorize - their Paſſions by. the ex- 
awple of their Gods. /It-- was not 
enough to imagine them either 
in. Heaven. or  ypon- Earth; they 
would ſee and touch them : Where- 
fore they honour'd theic Idols as 
the Gods themſelyes., being per- 
inmaded they were thereto fixed 
and therein incorporated - And 
they reverenc'd thoſe Statues ſo 
much the more,-' as they were 
more fine or more Ancient, or 
had ſome other Singularity, which 
made them the more Recommen- 
dable. info bona 

Their Worſhip-was conforma- 
ble to their. Belief, It. wholly 
turned upontwo Paſſions , the Love 
of Pleaſure, and the fear of ſenlible 
Ill. Their Sacrinces. were , ever- 
more followed by Feaſts and ac- 
companied/with Muſick and Dances, 
Comedy. and Tra-gedy began- at 
theix: Rejoycivgs-in the time of 


Vintage- 
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Vintage, ſacred to the honou 
of Bacchus. The Olympick Games, 


Speff. Au» AB thoſe other ſo much celebra- 


guſt de CV. 


Dit 2. 


D-mofth. 


Philip. Aug was. In caſe fome Juſtice was ob- 
«a vera Rel. ſerved, Oaths, Hoſpitality and 4- 


ted Combates were made' in hon- 
our of the- Gods : in ſhort, all the 
Shews of Greece were Acts of 
Religion; and according to them 
it was 'an thigh picce of Deyoti- 
on to afliſt at the-moſt Lewd Plays 
of -Ariſtephanes. And indeed thetr 
greateſt buſineſs in time of Peace 
was to take care of facred Com- 
bates and Stage-plays; and fre- 


quently in time of War they aps | 


plyed themſelves more, and were 
in greater expence for thoſe things 
than for the War it ſelf. Thus 
their Religion was not a Doctrine 
of Morality , as the true Religion 


fyles were "not violated. In caſe 
men acquitted themſelves faithful 
ty of their yows, and they were 
at expence for Sights and Sacrif- 
ces, they were then Rejigious e- 
nough of Conſcinence. Debauch- 
ery was ſo far from being cor- 
demn'd by their Rcligion, 'that it 
was in ſome meaſure commanded, 

"T wat 
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'Twas neceſſary to be drunk for 
the , righteous . celebrating of the 
Bacchanals ;, and Women proſtitu- 
bed themſelves in honour of Ye- 
ws, /Particularly in Corinth, Al- 
moſt every one knows, what -was 
the God of Gardens, and what 
mere the MyCeries of Ceres and Cy- 


| bebe, 


” —_> ifs. Aa Sttyt,. onion 
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Thus it was that they honoured 
the Gods, whom they eſteemed 
|| fayourers of Mankind and doers 
| of [good., But: as to the Infer- 
| Bal; Deities, Heoate, the Enmeni- 
des: , i Deſſtinies and others, of 
whom their-Fables made them a- 
fraid, they- were to be appeafed 
by Nocturnal Sacrifices and the 
moſt horrible and inhumane Ce- 
remonies., Some there were, 
-| wnho buried men alive : Others 
| offer'd up Chiidren, and-ſometimes 
-| their own, as thoſe Adorers of 
Molech did, fo much deteſted in 
-| Scripture. Tis to that fear and 
dread, we mult refer all their cru- 
el and troubleſome Superſtitions, as 
to let out their own blood with lan- 
cets or to. cut themſelves with 


Kn:yes,as did rhe falle Proxy hets of 
Banl 
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and. the Prieſts of Cybele, and+to 
faſt, to bath in - cold water, -and 
the like. I hereby 'they thought to 
divert - the private miſchiefs or 
publick calamities , with -which 
they were - threatned by Orackes, 


Dreams or Prodigies according to | 
the explication of - their Divines. | 


They believed them tobe Reme- 
dies againſt Diſeaſles,the Peſtilence , 
Hail, and Famine. Now in thoſe 
matters they choſe rather to do uſe. 


leſs. things-, than -to omit ,what | 


are uſeful. Alltheir - Luſtcativn 
or Expiation of Sins lay in. that 
kind of” painful. Ceremonies : k 
conſiſted in purifying the Body by 
Water or by Fire, and in making 
certain Sacrifices - But there was 
no talk of. Repentance or Conyer- 
fion; 
Perhaps it wil-ſeem ſtrange, that 
a people ſo enlizhtnedas the Greeks, 
ſhould fall into ſuch groſs Super- 
ftitions., and ſhould ſuffer. them- 
ſelves to be ſo eaſily amuſed by 
Aſtrologers-, Augurs and 10 
many other ſorts of For- 
tune-teKers, But we muſt conſi- 


der, that until the: time of _ 
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der and thereign of the Adaceds- 
pians, they had not made any 
great progreſs in thoſe Sciences , 
which - might cure Superſtition, 
They had improy'd the Arts very 
much; they had very good' Laws : 
in a word, they had brought 
| £o an high perfeftion, whatever 
renders. Life commodious and a- 
greeable. But they had not ſo 
much- applyed themſelves to Specu- 
lative Sciences. as Aſtronomy, Geome- 
 #ry, andPhyſicks, The Anatomy of A- 
nimals and Vegetables, the Search 
of Minerals and :Meteors,' the Fi- 
gure of 'the Earth, the courſe of 
the Stars, and the whole Syſeme 
of the World were ſtil] very ob- 
ſcure Myſteries. The Chaldeans 
and Egyptians, who-only now knew 
ſomething of *om, made them a 
great. Secret, and only ſpoke of 
them in Riddles,. and blended an 
infinite number of Superſtitions and 
Fables with them. 
- As thoſe Sciences principally de- 
pend on the Experiments of the 
Phenomena, the following Ages do- 
always add to them ; and theyare 
2 preſent in 2-greater NO 
alt. 
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than they have ever been. They 
are. taught -publickly to all, that 


will apply themſelves that way, ' 


and ' they ſuit mighty well with 
our holy Religion, which condemns 
all Superſtition, Divination and Ma- 
gick. And yet we find. too many 
who- liſten to Aftralogers - and 
that kind of Impoſtors. 1 dp 
not only ſpeak of Peaſants and 1- 
deots, the Dregs of the People, 
but of Women, who pretend to a 
large State of Wit, Politeneſs and 
Knowledge, and of men;rought 
up. in the light of the. beſt Educa- 
tion, who in other -. points ſhow 
themſelves great & daring wits ,and 
will not yield to theAuthority ofthe 
true Religion, What was it then, 
when all theſe Foolceries compoſed 
a great part of Religion ? when 
Sooth-ſayers really pat(s'd for Di- 
vinemen ? when Afrology, Pyroman- 
Ey, Necromancy and the reſt were 
Divine Sciences? How covld pec- 
plerefiſt the Authority of Prieſts 
and Falſe ' Prophets, who ve- 
ry ſeriouſly related a great number 
of former Tryals in confirmation 
of their Doctrine ,, and. whom 

whole 
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whole Nations fo blindly follow'd ? 
They muſt needs give credit to 
them, ſeeing they knew not, how 
things could naturally come ſo to 
paſs, and tho any one ſhould have 
had that knowledge, he muſt be 
yery bold, that durſt have contra- 
dicted them. | 

:'- Thus this Inclination to Idolatry 
was not peculiar to the 1ſraelites ; 
tt was an Univerſal evil - And 
that hardneſs of heart, for which 
the Scripture fo often rebukes 
them, does not conſiſt in their be- 
ing more addicted to fenſthle 
things than- other Nations, but in 
their being as much as they were, 
after having received particular fa- 
yours from God, and havin 
ſeen great Miracles. Moſt afſured- 
ly it was requilite to have a 
ſtrong force of mind to reſiſt the 
il example of all other Nations. 
When an [ſraclite was out of his 
own Country among Infidels, they 
keing him neither offer Sacrifices 
nor worſhip Idols, accuſed him of 
having no Religion at all; and 
when te ſpoke to them of his God, 


the Creator of Heayen and Earth, 


they 
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they had himin derifon and asked, 


from, whence he ,came. Theſe 
reproaches- were hard to be ſup- 
ported : David himlelt does teſth- 
fie, that during his Exile, his 
Tears were his meat day and night , 
while they continually ſaid unto him , 
where is thy God ?! Weak Spirits 
were ſtaggered by theſe Attacks, 
and often. could not cope with 
them... The Propenſity we have 
to plealure, augmented the Temp. 
tation : For the Feaſts of the 
Pagans were | both magnificent. and 
frequent. . Curioſity ealily carries 
away young People , eſpecially 
Maidens, to go fee Pomps and 
Proceſlions, the order and tricking 


of the Victims, the dances and |! 


Choirs of Muſick, and the orna- 
ments of the Temples. There 
ſtill was found. ſome. officious 
Stranger or other, who engag'd 
them to take place in the Feaſt, 
and to cat of the meats offercd to 


Idols, or to come and, lodge in his 


Houſe. This. gave occaſion to ac 
quaintance and Amours,which, ter- 
minated either in a- meer Debauch 
or 1. a Marriage agaiaſt the Law. 


Thus 
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Thos did Idolatry inſinuate it ſelf; 
the ordinary Charms whereof were 
| good Victuals and bad Women. 
Thus 1n the time of Moſes the Daug» 
| ters of the Medianites engaged the 
Iſraektesin thoſe deteſtabl Myſteries 
of Belphegor., And thus Strange 
| Women perverted Solomon. 

Furthermore, the Law of God 
might ſeem to them too Severe. 
It did not Permit them to Sacrifice 
but in one place by the hands of 
the Prieſts, and according to cer- 
tain very ſtrict rules - And there 
| were but three great Feaſts through 
[the whole Year, the Paſſcover, 
the Pentecoſt, aiid ine Fealt of 
|[Tabernacles. This was. but a 
| [ſmall thing for People, who lived 
. | Abundance, and in a- Climate 
; [that inſpires Pleaſures. However, 
dwelling in the Country, and being 
emplayed in Husbandry, they 
wuld not aſſemble conveniently 
fur at Feaſts. Wherefore they 
\auſt either borrow from Strangers, 
. |}, invent new ones. We, who 
, \elieve our ſelves. ſo Spiritually 
1 five, and who without doube 
, (uzht to be ſo, if we were really 
5: Chriſtians, 
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Chriſtians, do not we often prefer 
the Poſleſſion of ſenſible benefits 
before the hopes of eternal good? 
and do-not we ſtrive to reconcile | 
with the Goſpel ſundry Divertiſe- 
ments , which all Antiquity has 
jadg'd incompatible therewith, ? 
and againſt which oor Inſtruttor;| 
never ceaſe to declaim ? True, | | 
we abhor Ildolatry ; but we don j 
ſee It any. where (without it bes| 1 
mong the Pap:ſts, ) it having been| ; 

entirely decryed. tor above a tho , 
ſand years. We muſt not there| | 
fore believe, the- 1/raclires were| ft 
more ſtupid than other People| ni 
becauſe the repcated fayours,, of 
which they received - from God,| (6 
did not cure them of 1dolatry ar 
But we muſt acknowledge , tha + 
the wound of Oritinal ſin wasWe| 

ry deep, ſince ſuch holy Inſtrudtt| $ 
ons and ſuch great wonders welt g, 
not ſufficient to elevate men abok ? 
ſenſible things. And Beſides, W{ 6, 
ſee, that other People the moll the 
iVuminated in other things, as ti/aly 
Greeks and Egyptians, were al 
without C oniperiſon more blind 


herein, ay 
C A! 
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| State Politick Liberty Domſtick 


Power. 


; as the Religion, we mnſt 
'F ſay a word or two of the 
| Politick State of the' Ijraclites. 
-| They were perfely a free People, 
| and chiefly before they had Kings. 
-| In their Country were neither 
*| Homages, nor Cenſives, nor CON- 
t| ſtraints for Hunting or Fiſhing , 
| nor any of thoſe difftrear forts 
», of SubjeCtion, which among vs are 
ſo uſual, that great -men themſelves 
':| are not exempt from them; fince 
{| we ſee Soveraigns, who are Val- 
&| fals, and even Officers of other 
Soyeraigns, as in Germany and Ita- 
N Thus they enjoy*d that Li- 
NRherty ſo much cheriſh'd by the 
Wi Greeks and Romans; and it was 
their own fault, that they did not 
always preſerve, and enjoy it. It 
$ the intention of God, as ap- 
Tears by the reproaches Samwel , 5,m, io. 
made them -on, his behalf, when 18. 
M they 
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they demanded a King. Gideon was 
well inform'd of this; for that 
when thev would have made him 
King, and -ſetled the Kingdom 
on his Poſterity, he:gencrouſlly re- 
turn'd Anſwer : 1 will not rule «| 
ver you, neither ſhall my ſon rule & 
ver your, the Lord ſhall rule over you, 
So that their State was neither 
Monarchical nor Ariſtocratical, not 
Demccratical;, but ( as Joſephus calls 
It )) a Theocracy, that is to fay, 
God himſelf goyern'd them imme- 
diately by the Law he had given 
them. So long as they were 
faithful if obſerving it,.they lived| | 
in ſafety and in Liberty. As {oon as 
they broke it to follow their par- 
ticular Inclinations, they fell into 
Anarchy and Confuſion. This 1s, 
what the Scripture ſhows , when 
it ſets it down for the Caule of the 
greateſt crimes : ks thoſe days then 
was no King in Iſrael, but every mal 
aid that which was right inhis owt 
eyes. This Anarchy divided and 
weakned them, and gave them up 
Prey to their Enemies,untilthat re! 
turning to themſelves, they had 
recourſe to God, who ſent 'en| la 
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deliverers. Thus it was that Jud.2. 11. 
they Itved under the Judges, falling '*- *c- 


from time to time into Idolatry 
and Diſobedience to the Law of 
God, and by thoſe means into con- 
tulion and ſlayery, ſtill recovering 
themſelyes from time to time. In 
ſhort,theychoſe rather to haveaMa- 
ſter,than to remain in Liberty by 
faithfully keeping the Law of 
God. 

Their. Liberty , being reduced 
to it's juſt bounds, conſiſted in be- 
Ing able to do all that the Law of 
God did not prohibit, and in not 
being obliged to do btt what ir 
commanded, without being ſubject 
to the Will of any Particular man. 
But the Domeſtical Power of the 
Fathers of Families was very great 
over theirSlaves and their Children. 
Some Hebrews were ſlaves to their 
Brethren, and the Law ſet down 
two cauſes, which might bring 
'&tm into that condition, Poverty , 
which conſtrained them to {ell 


themſelves, or the Treſpaſs of a Levic. 25, 
Thief, who had not wherewith to a 


make Reſtitution. It ſeems, this ;, 


| latter cauſe does extend to other 


Debts 
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2 Kings 4+ Debts. by the example of that 
I. Widow, whoſe Oyl Elia Multi- 
plyed, to the end ſhe might have 


wherewith to pay her Creditors, 


and keep her Children from bon- 
| dage ; nevertheleſs thoſe Hebrew 
Exod. 21. {laves might. become free after fix 
2. years, to wit, in. the: Sabbaticdl 
Levit- 25- year: And if they would not 
yo. make uſe of that Priviledge, they 
had that of the Fzb:le, to be free 

after fifty years , aad to preſerve 

their Childrens freedom. It was 
recommended to treat them gent- 

ly,. and rather to make ule of for- 

; reign ſlaves. 

Inftit. dt: The 1ſrachtes might Kill their 
ag Pſ:3: laves with impunity 3 and that 
5" right was then common to all 
Nations. For Slavery proceeded 

from the right of War, when in- 

ſtead of killing Enemies, they choſe 

rather to ſpare their lives, that 

they might have their Service. $0 

they ſuppoſed, that the Conque- 

rour had always a right of taking 

away their lives, if they rendred 
themſelves unworthy of them; 

that he acquired the ſame right 

over their Children in regard " 

cou 
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could not have beer born, if he 

had not. preſerved the Father, 
and that he tranſmittedthar right, 

when he alienated his Slaye. This 

s the foundation of the Abſolute 

Power of Maſters, and it was 
ſeldom, that they miſuſed it -» For 
their own Intereſt. obliged them 

to preſerve their Slaves, whe: made 

part of their eſtate. This is the Exod. 21» 
reaſon of that Law of God for ** *** 
not punniſhing him, whohad ſtruck 
his Slave after ſuch a manner that 
ke dyed thereof ſome days after. 
He' is. bis money, ſaid the Law, 

meaning his own Loſs did. ſuſfici- 

ently puniſh him. But if he kills 

'him dawn-right upon the Spot, 

it declares: him culpable. Where- 
\ \jn it - is more Humane than the 
| Haws of other People, who made 
[rot that diſtintion. The Romans had 14/t.de his 
 |aring above five hundred years 94/4 »- 
' |the-Right of putting their Slaves ,,;,.",,., 
' [to Death and their Debtors in- gg, jus; 
/ tolrons in default of Payment,and pat.s 6. | 
- of ſelling their own Children eyen 


\ |thrice , before they went out of 
 'their Power, andall this by-virtue 
of thoſe wiſe Laws of the Twelve 
| Tables, 


I74 


Exod. 21. 
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Tables, which they brought from | 
Greece at the ſametime, when the || 
Fews reeſtabliſhed themſelves at |V 
their Return from the Captivity, : 

tt 


that is to ſay, about a thouſand! 
years after Moſes. 
-. As to the Paternal Power of the |? 
Hebrews, the Law permitted *em |)! 
to ſell their Daughters : But that | 
ſail was akind of Marriage, and if of 
a Son was diſobedient and debaucht |P! 
the Elders of the City condemned | 
him to dy, and he was according: | 
ly ſtoned to death. That ver) in 
Law was practiſed at Athens, but|% 
at Rome the Fathers had a long ao 
time the Power of life and Death 4! 
over their Children as well as 6-|©[ 
ver their Slayes. This fo rigoroy| 
right was grounded upon - the|/% 
Children's holding their Lives from}! 
their Parents, and they ſuppoſed 
there would be none found ſo ut 
natural, as tocauſe their Childret 
to: periſh,” if they did not commit 
the moſt horrible Crimes. How-|%is 
eyer that fear was very uſeful to 
keep Children in an intire ſubmiſſ-|*. 
on. The Romans Law was really bi : 
exceſlive in giving to the —_— Hea 
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of Families that power of life and 
[Death by their private Authority 
without participation of the Ma- 
| =_ or of the Publick. But 
| all?n we are to the oppoſite ex- 
tremity , ſuffering that Parternal 
[Power to fink to nothing. How 
[young ſoever a Son be, as ſoon 
[as he is Married, or has means 
[of ſubſiſtance without his Father 
; 
| 


preſently he pretends he owes 
him nothing more thana littleReſ- 
.|þect- From thence comes the in- 
| finite Multiplication of Little Fa- 
;|Mmilies , and of People, who live 
; alone, or in Places, where all are 
| equally Maſters. Thoſe young in- 
; | dependent People, if they be poor, 
;|become Vagabonds , and unac- 
;|omptable perſons, capable of all 
;\ manner of Crimes if they berich, 
] they plunge themſelves into riot- 
. 
i 


ous vices, and are ruin'd. Belides 
the corruption of Manners . this 
}|ndependence may allo cauſe great 
.|Mischiefs.in the State - It being 
z\ much more difficult to govern ſuch 
.|2 multitude of Seperate and unru- 
Abi men, than a ſmall number of 


z/feads of Families, each of whom 
| -. "= 
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did anſwer for a great Number of | | 
' men, and was uſually an old man | a 


inſtructed in the Laws. 
_ _ 
CAP, XXUL 12 
| 
The Authority of the Oli n 
men. V 
4 
A Ot only the Fathers, but all! y 


the old men had a great | &| 
Authority among the 1/-elites, and | tt 
among all the People of Antique | h 
ty. In every Country of the wy 
World, they choſe at firſt Judges P, 
for private Afﬀairs, and Councel- n« 
lours for the Publick from among | ?? 
the moſt aged men. Hence came 0 
the names of Sexate and Fathers at : 

Rome, and that great Reſpect for to 
Elders which they had taken from th 
the Lacedemonians, Nothing is| 
more conformable to nature | Pr 
Youth is only proper for Motion ha 
and Action; Old age knows an 
how toinſtru@t, counſel, and COM:- | w] 
mand. It rarely happens, that | or 
an a Young, man Study or forceof to 


Mind 


——— 
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Mind ſupplies Experience; and 
an old man, provided he has 
good natural Senſe, is knowing on- 
ly by hisExperience. All Hiſtories do 
bcar, that the beſt governed States 
have been thoſe, where old men 
have had the Principal Authority , 
and that_ the Reigns of Princes 
too young have been the moſt 
unfortanate, Itis, what the Wiſe- 
man fay's, Wo wnto thee, O Land, 
when thy King is a Child; and It 1s 
this Misfortune , which God 
threatens the Jews withal, when 
helets *'em know by 1ſzan, that he 
will ive them Children to be their 
Princes, And indeed Yourh has 
neither patience nor foretight : 


| 'Tis an enemy to Rule, and ſeeks 


| 


| 


only Pleaſure and Change. 

As ſoon as the Uſraclites began 
to -form theralelves into a People, 
they were governed by Old men. 
When Moſes came 41nto Egypr to 
promiſe them Liberty on God's be- 
half , he aflembled the Elders , 
and in their preſence. did Miracles, 
which-were the proofs of his Miſſi- 
on. All the Elders of 1facl came 
tothe Feaſt, which he made for 

I 2 | Tethra 
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Tethro his Father in Law. When | 
God was pleaſed to appoint him | 
a Council tor the eaſing him 1n the 
management of that great People; 
Chooſe out, ſaid he to him, Seaven- 
ty men, whom thou knoweſt to be the 
Elders of the People, and Officers «- 
ver them. SO that already they 
were in Authority, before the Law | 
was given, Or the State had receiy- 
ed it's form. In all the ſequel 
of Scripture, every time, that 
mention is made of Aſſemblies 
and of Publick affairs, the Elders 
are placed in the firſt rank, and 
ſometimes they only are named. 
From whence theexpreſſion comes 
in the Pſalm, which- exhorts to 
Praiſe God in the congregation ol 
the People, and in the Seats of the 
Elders , that is, in the Publick 
Council. Theſe two parts com- 
poſed all the anciene Republicks; 
The Aſembly, which - the Greek || 
StyI'd Eccleſia, and the Latins Con-| | 
{cio, and the Senate.» The name! | 
of Elders did afterwards paſs in- 
to Titles of dignity : From the| 
Greek word comes the name of! 1 
Prieſt, and from the Latin one by| | 
Contractiol | | 
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n | 

mM | Contraction the name of Sir. We 
| may judge of the Age, whereat 
; | the Hebrews thought fit to reckon 
» a man in the number of thoſe 
hb! | that were Aged, by that palſage 
0 | in Scripture, where thoſe are term- 
) | ed Young men, whole Councils 
W | Rehoboam followed. For it is faid, - Ba 
V- | they were brought up with bim, g, woyy 
| and we may conclude thence, that 2 Chron. 
al | they were about his age, and 22-13 - 
& he was then Fourty years 

rs old. 


4 | Il 
: C AP. XXIV. 


le * Aaminiitration of Fuſtice, 


I- | Uſtice was adminiſtred by two peur, 16. 
S | J ſorts of Officers Shephetrm and 18. 
& | Shoterim, eſtabliſhed in each City Magiftric 
Wl by the order, which Moſes bad 6, 
ne! given at. God's command. 'Tis y,.... 
n-| certain, the word Shophetim g- [of.3.2. 
he | nifies Judges : But Shoterim 15 va- Deur,z 3. 
of | riouſly tranſlated in the Vulgar , ny I 
by | yet the Tradition of the Fews ex- 26:29. 23. 
| plains it of Miniſters of Juſtice, ,, 

| [ 3 Door-keepers 
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2Chroni19 Door-keepers, Serjeants, Attendants 
G. to Courts, and the Iike, Thoſe | 


| 


Tod. ?. Oihces were given to Levites, of 
477 46Is whom 60co were that way em | | 
:13554, Ployed in the time of David ' 
Sic, Theſe Judges were the ſame, | © 
whom 7Jehoſnaphat reeſtabliihed in | 
each Cty, and to whom he gave | * 
{ach excellent Inſtructions. The | # 
Scripture. adds, that at Fernſalem t 
he eſtabliſhed a company of Lee c 
vitcs, Pricits, and Heads of Faml- f 
lies for the judging great Cauſes. ® 
It is that Council of Seventy El- l 
ders erectcd in the days of Moſes, h 
wherein the bigh- Prieſt preſided, \ 
and to which all queſtions were k 
brow »ht, that were too difficult to r 


he decided by the Judges of Leſ- 
ſer Cities. The Tradition of the 
Jews 1s, that theſe Judges of par- | b 
ticular Cities were to the number | ) 
of twenty three ; that they were | / 
all ro be aſkmbled in Capital I 
Cauſes ; and that three were ſuf- | 0 
ficient for Matters Pecuniary, and bi 

| for other Aﬀairs of leſs Conſe- | it 
quence. The chief Judge was the | 
King , according to thoſe words | 

1 Sam.$.6, of the People to Sumue! 3, Giv: | V 

PH 
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| Give 13 a King to Judoe us, 
| The place where thoſe Judges 
, kept their Court, was the Gate of 
the City For as the I1/-aclites 
were all Husbandmen, who went 
ont in the Morning to go to their 
Work, the City-g:re was the place 
where they moit commonly met. 
And we cnzht not to wonder, 
that they Worktin the Ficlds and 
dwelt in Cities. They were not 
ſuch Cities as the Merrepoliſes of 
ur Countries, that can hardly ſub- 
iſt vupon what twenty or thirty 
Miles round about do furniſh them 
withal, They were Habitations 
for as many Labonrers- as were 
neceſſary to cultivate the Lands, 
that lay ncarcſt them; from 
whence it came, that the Country 
beingwell peopled,thoſe towns were 
very numerous. The Tribe of 
Judah alone counted 115 forits . _ 
thare, when it entred into poſleſſ- J AR. 
en, beſides what was afterwards * 
built, and each one had Villages 
1n it's dependence. So that they 
| muſt needs have been ſmall and 
near one another , like great 
| Vilages walled and well built, hav- 
I. 4 108g 
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2M ing alſo what ever is to be had-in| tt 
the Country, fince in Jeruſalem it] 6 
ſelf there were Barnes where| Sc 
21+ 79. Corn was thraſhed, as that of| T 
Ornan the Febiſite, which Daw| al 
bought for the building of the| ti 
Temple. -In like manner among | tc 
the Greeks and Romans the Ren-| P 
deyous for all affairs was the Mark-| cl 
| et-place, by reaſon they were all] Þ 
Merchants. In the time of the| 
Ancient Francks , the - Vaſſals of| h 
each Lord aſlembled in the Court 
of his Caſtle, and hence are deriy-| 
cd the Courts of Princes. In the 
Levant as the Princes live more 
Retired, Afairs are diſpatch'd at 
the Gate of giieir Seraclio; And 
that Cuſtome of making a Ccurt 
at the: Palace-gate, was in uſe in 
the days of the Ancicnt- Kings oy 
Perſia , as we may fee - more 
than once in the Book of E- 
ſther. 

The City-gate was the Place, 
where all Publick and Private Bu- | 
ſineſs was canvaſs'd in the time of 
the Patriarchs. Abraham wr | 
tat the acquilition of his Sepulchre in 
= the Preſence of all thoſe, who en | 


Eftt1.2.19, 
21, 3+ 2+3, 


p tred 
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tred into the Gate of the Citv of 

Hebron, When Hamor and his 

Son Sichem, who had carried away 

Dina, propoſed to make an Ally- 

ance with the Iſraclites, it was at 

the City-gate, they ſpoke thereof 

to the People. The form of thoſe 

Publick Acts we ſee well parti- 

culariz*'d in the Hiſtory of Ruth. 

Boaz, being deſirous to Marry her, 

cauſed her to be yeilded up to Ruth: 4- 

him by the Perlon, who had a 

right to do fo, as her neareſt 

| Relation. For that purpoſe he fat 

down at the Gate of Bethlehem, 

and ſeeing that Kinſman pals by. 

he ſtayed him. Then he took 

ten of the Elders of the City, and 

after they were all' ſeated, he cx- 

prefled his Pretenlion,and obtained 

of her Kinſman the Declaration he 

demanded, in the form ſet down 

by the Law. To which he took 

not only the Elders but all the 

People to witneſs; which ſhows, 

' a great number of Spectatours 

| were aſſembled. *Tis alto high- 

| ly probable, that Curioſity ſtopt 
all-paſſengers : They had feldome 

| very prefling bulineſs;. they al 

Knew 


Gen.234 20 


Jerem.31. 
FO. 

Tob.1.19. 
7.16.8.24. 


Beat.24.1. Match : In Feremich "tis a Contratt. 


The Manners 
knew one another, and were all a- 
kin, and they muſt needs have had 


an Intereſt in one anothers con- 
CCrns. 


Perhaps thoſe Acts were redu- : 


ced into Writing : Scripture makes 
no mention of their being ſo, but 


in Feremiah a little before the De- 


ſtruction. of Feruſalem. In Tobit 


we read of a promiſe for money. | 


lent, of a Contraft of Marriage, 
and of a Donation in favour of the 


cf Purchaſe. Moſes his Law only 
orders Writing in an a&t of'Di- 


vorce - But tho they ſhould not 


have Written im" the Primitive 
times, their Contracts. notwith- 
ſtanding would have been very 


{are and teddy, being made imi9: 


Publick a; manner: If the Relative 
of Boaz ſhould have Gainſay'd the 
Conceliion, which he had made.ali 
the Inhabitants of Bethlehem would 
have convicted him of Deceit : 


Some nad-been there preſent, and | 


others had learnt it immediately. 
The Romans were a long while 


writing the proceedings betwixt | 
particular. Perſons, as appcars by 
tne. 


I nn 
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the obligatorie force of Words; 


which they called Sriprlation. They 
did not fear, that an Ada ſhould 
want proof, when they had utter- 


, ed certain ſolemn Words in the 


Market-place in the midſt of all the 
People, and they had call'd ſome 
Citizens to witneſs in particular , 
who were of an Honeſt, z. e. hon- 


ourableC ondition,and ofan untaint- 


ed Reputation. Thoſe Acts were 
alſo as publick, as thoſe which 


paſs at preſent in private Houſes - 


"30 -- 
Wb) 


before a Notary, whooften knows 
not the Perſons, or beſore a ]uſtice : 
of Peace with a couple of 


Knights of the Poſt for Evi- 
denccs. 

We may ſay, that among the 
Hebrews the Gate was the ſame 
thing with the Exchange or the 
Fo: im amongit the Romaus, The 
Market for Commod:ties was held 


at the City-Gate. Which we ſce 


by the Prophecy of El/2, who * 
forctold, that on the Morrow © 
ViQuals ſhould be at a low rate at 
the Gate of Samaria, That Gate 
had a place , which muſt have becn 
ſnacious, ſince King Abah. allem-- 

bled - 


> King. 7+ 
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bled there four hundred falſe Pro. 


phets. I believe, it was the ſame 
with orher Cities; and thoſe 


Gates had ſome building where 
were ſeats for the Judges and El- 
ders, For it is ſaid, that Boaz 


went up to the Gate, and ſat 


down there; and when David had 
learnt the Death of Abſolom, he 
went up to the Chamber over 
the Gate to weep. That Cham- 
ber- might be the place of Privy 
Council, and ſecret Deliberations. 
After all theſe examples we need 


not worder , that the Scripture | 


Jeiome has the Gate ſo often for the 
Jodgement-ſeat or the Publick 
Council of each City , or for the 
City or State it ſelf ; and that in 
the Goſpel the Gates of Hell fignt- 
he the Kingdome or Power of the 

Devil, | 
As the Law of God rezvlated 
both Temporat and Religious 
Matters.there was no diſtinCtion of 
Tribunals ; The ſame Judges dc- 
cided caſes of Conſcience, and de- 
termind Civil or Criminal Proceſ- 
fes. So that' their Ollticers were 
tew 1n compariſon of thoſe at = 
ay 


_ " _ _— __— 2 "OCR gm—=—Y g— «. _—_ 
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day in Frarce, where *tis a ſhame- 
ful thing to be a meer private 
Perſon, and to have no other em- 
ploy than. of improving one's E- 
ſtate and governing one's. Family. 
Every body would be in a Publick 
Capacity, would have honours , 
prerogatives, and pniviledges : 
And Offices are conſidered either 
as Trades, which maintain men , 
or as Titles, that diſtinguiſh them. 
But if we wculd only eye, what 
is Eſſential in *%m, that zs, the 
Publick FunQions real and neccilz- 
ry; we ſhould fee , they, might 
be officiated by a ſmall number of 
Perſons, leaving them alſo time to 
beſtow on their Private Afﬀfairs. 
This was the Practice ofall Peopleof 


Antiquity , and Principally of tne 


Hebrerss, among whom 1 find no 
other publick Officers than the El- 
ders, ' the Princes of Tribes, the 
Heads of Families, and the Judges, 


I87 


«a *> * 


hs. "bc 


Naſim Ra- 
ſim 


 andthoſethat look't rotheexecution Ex.18.25, 


of * Juſtice. For as for the rulers 


. of thouſands, rulers of kundreds , 


rulers of fifties; and rulers of tens, 
whom Mecſes had eftabliſh'd by the 


Corncil of Fethro they only were 
in 
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in the Armies, after the Journey 
through the Wildernels. 


> — a — 
nu 


C A P. XXV. 


F[ar. 


Fter the Adminiftration of 


Juſtice, we maſt ſpeak of 


War, no TI/-acl:te was there , but 
bore Arms , even to the Pricſts 
and Levites, The Prieſt Benajah 
Son of Feboiada was one of the 


2 SAM 1.3 mot illnitrious of David's valiant 


2-0. 


m:n. Thus they reckoned for 
men of War ail thoſe, who were 
at the age of bcaring Arms; and 


Num 1.3 that age was fixed from twenty 


2-4. &C, 


years ol1, and upwards : Bcing! 


like the trained Bands of ſome 
Countrics, cver ready to aflenible 
at the firſt order. The difforence 
Is,that among us the uſe of Weapons 
1s forbidden. te all ſuch as are, 
con! ecrated to Ged, and that we: 
nave an innnite number of People 


uleleſs for War, Lawyers, Phy lici-- . 


alis,,. Citizens, Merchants, and 
Hand icraſts- 


os mw fa) Os mo . ca ._. 


of the Ifraclites. co 


Handicraſtemen ; Whereas they 
were all Husbandmen and Shep- 
herds, accuſtomed to Fatigue from 
their youth up. It likewiſe ap- 
pears they excrciled themſelyes in 
handling their Arms, atleaſt ſince 
the time of Solomon, For he made 


' no uſe of Tſraclites , when he built 


thoſe prodigious Structures, whe, 
ther for the Defence, or the Orna- 
ment of his Kingdom. He em- 
ploy'd therein thoſe Canzamtes, 
that were lefr , whom ke cauſed to 
pay him Tribute, As for the J- 
racktes they were men of War 2 Chron.8, 


| (fay's the Scripture ) Officers-and ?* 


Caprains 1a his Troops. So at 
Ronie all the Citizens of {ich an 
age were oblized to ſerve a yum- 
ber of Campaignes, when they 
were commanded ; Wherefore they 


did not fay, to raiſe Forces, but 


to chooſe them, becauſe there were pn, 
always many left behind. It was jzb;:2. 
no hard matter-for the 7ſ-ael-tes to 
procure ſub{iftance for their Ar- 

mies - The Country was ſo ſmall, 

and the enemy ſo near, that they 

often return'd to quarter 1n' 


their. own Houſes, or had: 
but: 
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but the March. of a Day or | 


two. 
- Their Arms were much the 


ſame with thole of the Greeks and | 


Romans: Swords,Bows and Arrows, 


Darts and Lances. T heir Swords 


were of broad and inort blades, 
hanging upon their Thighs. They 
likerviſe made nſe of Slings, wit- 
neſs the Inhabitants of Give ah in 


Exod, 32. Benjamin , who could even hit an | 


27+ Hair; and thoſe ſame Grbeonres 
P(.45-4s 


14216, both Hands. Saul held uſually a 
2 Sam. 18. Javelin in his hand. as Homer makes 


Ii. 22.16, his Heroes QO, ard as the Romans | 
dealt- with Qzirinus and the other | 


Gods. Beſides they did not weat 
Arms but upon occaſion , no not 
ſo much as a Sword. When Da-vid 


commanded his men to March a- | 


1 Sam, 25, Bainſt Nabal, he bid them firlt to 
12. take their Swords , tho they were 
.Ina State of continual Alarums, 
The cuſtome of wearing always 
Sword by one's fide was peculiar 
to the Gans and Germans, As for 
Defenſive Arms, they worc tie 
Shield , Buckler , Headpiece and 


would have equally fought with' | 


are- 


In. 
Ie 
to 1 
mak 


Cuzcallſes. We view the Example and 
9 


of the Iſraelites. 


of a compleat armour in that of 
Goliah : But thoſe Arms ( it ſeems ) 
were rare among the 1/-aelites at 


that time, 1n regard King Sazl Ibid.18: 


would have lent his to David. 
They afterwards became very com- 
mon: and Uzziah had ſufficient 
wherewith to arm all his forces 
that were above three hundred 
thouſand men, The ſame King 
ſet Engines on the Towers and 
Bulwarks of Jeruſalem to ſhoot Ar- 
,rows and great Stones withal ; and 
ſeveral Cities were fortifyed by 
him as well as moſt of the other 


Kings. Thus War was made then 


'nuch after the ſame manner, as it 
was made until the latter times, 
ere Fire-arms were found 
our, 

The Iſ-aelizes had none but In- 
[antry, as moſtly the Inhahitants 
of : hot Country have , where they 
always March on dry foot. Horſes 
are-of no nſe there, particularly 
In. Mountainous Countries. They 
are rather neceſſary in cold ones 
to paſs through bad ways, and to 
make great Marches in barren 
|ad almoſt deſolated Lands, as n 


Poland, - 


IgT 


1 Sam.1 7. 
6.6.Q&C. 


2 Chron 
26.14. 
Ibid. 15» 


2 Chron. 9+ 
5, 


&c. 
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Pol md and Tart: ary. "0 manifeſt; 
the jr elites had no horſes in Ds | 
vid's time, fince Abſolom having loſt 
' the battle, wherein he periſhed, 
mountcd on a Mule to make ht 
elcape. And indecd the Country 


did not produce them : But Sole + 


M01, who could furniſh im! IF at 


great expence, had 'era from E2ypt, | 


and kept above fourty thoatand 
with twelve thouſand Chariots, 
Thoſe Chariots of War apparently 
reſembled thoſe of the Grecians, 
that is, they were ſmall with two 


Wheels, carrying a man or tivo, | 
ſtanding or leaning forwards. | 


The ſubſequent Kings could not 


keepup to that high expence of | 


Solomon, but from "time to time 


ſent for Succours from Egypt: And | 
upon thoſe occaſions mention 1s &+ | 


vermore made of Horſes. 

The Scripture teaches us no- 
thing particular touching the E- 
volutions and the form of Batals 


0n5,and the!general order of Battles. | 
But for the Art of encamping and | 


Marching in due order, the Jour- 
ney through the De ſert uader the 


Condutt of A/es is a moſt glort | 
ous: 


len 
(kn 


—— —— _— 


the 
'Ce 


of the lfraelites. I 02 


'ons Example. By exact rules they 

| knew the number of that prodi- 

gious Army. Each one was rang- 

ed In his Tribe in it's Quarter, un- 

der one of the four Principals, ac- 

cording to the Brithrizht of the 
Parriarchs, and the Quality of their 

Mothers. They Marched at the yu, c. 
found of Trumpets , always fol- 12. gc. 
[wing the ſame order ; and they 

'had their Standerds in the ſame 
Situation round the Tabernacle of 

'the Congregation, which was the 

'Center of the camp. They -pro- 

y1idedfor the neatneſs oftheir Tents, 

which was ſo neceſſary in ſo hot 

a Country, and ſo difficult in ſo TOE 
great a Multitude. In fine, we ,0* £2: 
ke, that the order of the Greeks 

and Romans Encampings was taken 

as well as all the reſt from theſe 

ancient Models of the Orientals. 

The Hebrews ſet a great value 

won Spoils and Booty with tne 

her Ancients,they being marks of 

Honour. 
| From the time of Jena unto: 

the Kings, the command of the 

Armies belonged to thoſe, whom 


the People clefted, or whom 
God. 
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God raiſed np in an extraordins ' 
Ty Way, as Othoriel, Barak, Gideon: | 

But they were only obeyed by that 

part of the People , who hal! 

choſen them, or to whom God 

had given *em for Deliverance, ] 
The reſt of the People abuſing | 4 
their Liberty were frequently ex. |Cr 
poſ'd to the Inſults of their Ene |for 
mies. This made them deſire a|uſe 
King,, not only to adminiſter ſon 
Juſtice . but alſo to have the pe- [Al 
neral condu'? of their Armies,and |/6/ 
to wage War fr them. And truly |tad 
from that time they werein greatet |/f 
ſecurity - The King aſſembled thi [te 
People. when he judg'd fit, and kept Ih 
always on foot a certain numher of |the 
troops. *Tis ſct down in the be-|on 
ginning of Saxls reign, he kept |o 
three thouſand men. Dawid had(s 1 
twelve bodies conſiſting of four and | 
twenty thouſand, who by montlks |la1 
ſerved all in thejr turns. Fehoſophat er 
had but 'the third part of David ri 
kingdom, and yet he had elever'Ma 
hundred and ſixty thouſand Tio 


men of yalour under his hand witt-lby 


out reckoning his Garriſons. the 


CARTE 


of the Iſraelites. I95 


C A P. XXVI. 


Of Kings and their Power. 


Fn King had power' of Life 

\'L ' and Death, and might put 
Criminals to Death without the 
|formality of Juſtice. David made 

|uſe of that Right againſt the Per- 

\ſon, who had killed Sazl, and a- » 5am. 1. 
. rainſt them, who had aſlaſſinated » 5. 
[hboſbeth., The Roman Emperours 121d-4+ 12, 
mad alſo that power. The power 

of the 1ſracliriſh Kings was in 0- 

 \ther caſes very much limited : 

| They were oblig'd to obſerve 

{\the Law as much as Private Per- 

. ons ; they could neither derogate 

; \rom, nor add to it: And there 

||s no example ſpecifyed of any 

[Me of them , that made anew. 
law. Their Domeſtick life was ,,, * 
t|ery plain ; as we ſee 1n the De- 2 Sam.4.3. 
| (ription , that Samwel makes in the 

i Manners of Kings , leſt they 

{y diſguſt the People. He al- 


| 


-\bws them only Wemen to ſerve 
them; and when T1ſbboſheth was 
| murdered 


| . 
: 
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Murdered, there was none butz| 
Maid to guard his Gate, who wa, 
fallen aſleep, as ſhe was winnow. | | 
i-g Corn, Thoſe Kings lived at/- 
Husbandry as well as privat| 1 
Perſons ; All the difference is, they| t 
had more Lands and more Herds| 
In the account of David's Riches | 0 
there are indeed reckoned Tre | 
ſures of Gold and Silver ; bu %: 
there are likewiſe reckon'd Tilled}fo 
Lands and Vine-yards, Magezirgy|8s 
of Wine and Oyl, Plats of Olin\ 
and Fig-trees, Rerds, Oxcn, CzjMa 
mels, Aſſes and Sheep. "Tis 
this way, that Homer C haraCtets 
zes the Wealth of Ulyſſes. Bl 
gives on the Continent twelk|#a 
great Droves of each kind of Cat# 
tle, beſides what he had in hy 
Iſlands. From this great HusbatjMs 
dry they had all that was neceſlayſ 

for Houſe-keeping. In the dayſ6 

of Solomon twelve Intendants welfeÞ! 
diſtributed into all the Coaſts dpatz 
Iſrael, who ſent by turns, calc 
during his Month, Proviſion for tio 
Kings Houſe-hold, amounting We: 
one day to thirty three Meafur# Þ 
of {inc Flower, thirty Beefs, anc 


of the Iſraelites. 


; an hundred ſheep; which is ſuffi- 
; Client to feed at leaſt five thouſand 
| men. 

As this Maintenance was made 
\ in the kinds, which the ſame Coun- 
| try afforded , nothing needed to be 
| bought , and there was no occaſi- 
| on either for Purveyours, or Trea- 
| ſurers, or Comptrollers, and that 
vaſt number of Officers, which con- 
{{ſume great Lord- (hips : Infomuch 
ls Gold and Silver were kept in 
elrcderve, or ſerved to their moſt 
[natural ule, cither for Plate or Or- 


non. David prepared what ever 
mas neceſlary fur the Building of 
the Temple, the Charges of which 
igmounted to three thouſand Milh- 
1/0ns of Gold. Moreover he lay'd 
d great Treaſures, and cauſed 
Inuch likewiſe to be ſhut up in his 
flkpulchre. Solomon built ſeveral 
 (falaces,fortifyed diverſe Cities ,and 
Made a great number of Publick 
(Works. All his Veſſels andthe Move- 


[ 
r 
f 
0 


| ndred Targets of Gold, fix hun- 
dred 


Chron. 


nament. From hence came the ' 
great Riches of David, and Solo- 


; of his Houſe of Leb#non were 1 King. 10 
pure Gold, not to count his two 14+ 
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dred ſhekels of Gold going to one |; 
Target. His Revenues were like: | c 
wile great. Commerce and Traf- |p 
fick alonebrought himevery year ſix | 
hundred ſixty fix Talents of Gold; | x! 
which make above Eleven Millions 0. 
He made all Strangers under his Q- |, 
bedience to pay him Tribute, the [of 
Hivites, the Amorites, and the 0s [an 
ther primitive Inhabitants of the [pz 
Land of Jſ-ael , the Idameans, a\tiy 
great part of Arabia, and all Syris; lin 
For his Empire extended from the |; 1 
entrance into Evype as far as Ew |Q, 
phrates : And from all thoſe Rich [qy; 
Countries they ſent him every yea [ph 
Veſſels of Gold and of Silver, he 
Stuffs, Armes, Perfumes, Horſes, |ye 
and Mules, theſe Reflections may hy 
make usComprehend, from whence | 
came the Riches of Creſ#s in a State | 7 
much of the ſame extent with þ 
that of Solomon, Gold and Sik 
yer were not yet ſo common in the 
World : There was but little f 
thoſe Metals in Greece, none inc þ is 
taly, nor in tie reſt of. Europe, EL v 
cept inSpain,where there wereMinsþ.. 
Tis fit, we *ſhould ſpend a lit 4 
tle- time in conſidering this proſpe:þ 
rity 
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tity of Solomon ; the'Survey where- 
of is extreamly delightful. Let us 
peruſe all Hiſtories, and we ſhall 
not find ſo perfe&t an Aſſembly of 
a) the Bleſſings, that can be enjoy'd 
on this fide the Stars. A Young 
Prince in the Flower of his Ape , 
of a God-like preſence, and moſt 
amiable in his Perſon, of mighty 
Parts, very Learned, and very Ac- 
tive; Maſter of great Dominions 
a profound Peace ; of ſo great 
| Reputation , that it cauſed a 
[Queen to take a long and. tedi- 
ous Journey to come and ſee him 3 
\nbabiting the fineſt Country in 
| the World, Magnificently Lodged, 
 ellſerved, crowned with- Riches, 


nd Swimming in Pleaſures; re- Eccl. 2. 4. 
ing himſelf nothing as he him- &c- 


, 

+ [elf confeſſes, and applying all that 
L breat Wit to the contentment of 
s deſires: Thisis he , whom we 
© Rould call a Happy man according 
q* our natural -1deas 3 yet certain 
q is, he was. not ſo, ſince he was 
Et contented. *Tis he bimſclf 
Plat ſaies it : Then I looked on at 
"Fe works that my Hands had wrought, 


tf beured 


Eh on the Labour, that 1 bad Lo 4 2:17 
| K 
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| ſenſible goods, and in pro 


The Watts 

boured to do : Ard behold all was va 
nity and vexation of Spirit, and thett 
was no profit under the Sun. y 

in this Proſperity of Soloman 
and of his People, God has at the 
ſame time given to Man-kind two 
Important Inſtruftions. Firſt,” "he 
hath ſhewn his Feracrry in accont 
pliſhing his promiſes, ſo Liberal 
giving to the Iſraelites all the Blef 
tings, which he had promiſedto 
their Fore-fathers in the pofleſ 
on of that Land, to the intenrf6 
hody might thence- forward doubt 


of his well recompencing thoſe, | 
who applyed themſelves to hin, | 


and oblerved his Commandment, 


Men being entirely muffled up'it | 


the darkneſs of Senſible thingy, 
had an hint from this Pledge to 
believe one day the Inviſible fa 


vours, and rewards of another life. | 


But moreover in granting tothe 
If-aclites the poſſeſſion of as 
heaping upon them Lewes, 


might compoſe the felicity ofthis |£a 
Life, God has given to all mas-[H 


kind the means - of . being diſabb- 


ſd, and of conceiving much mote|#h 
Elevatedſ” 


2 


ofthe 1fraclites. 


| Elevated hopes. For who can 
| pretend to be happy under the Sun 


if Solomon Was not ſo? Who can 
queltion , but all that paſſes here, 
Is vanity after the Aſertion he 
bas made ? Does not this Example 
make us ſufficiently ſee, that Tem- 


| poral goods are not only yain but 


dangerous , not only unfit to fill 


| the heart of man, but proper to 
| $orrupt it? What reaſon have we 


fo flatter our ſelves, that we ſhall 
make a better uſe of them, than 
that People ſo cheriſhed by God, 
and ſo well inſtructed, who ſeem 
to have moreright to thoſe kind of 


| Bleflings , fince they were propo- 


ſed to *em for a Reward ? What 
4 madneſs would it be in us to be- 
heye our ſelves ſtronger, than the 


| wiſe Solomon? He abandon'd him- 
[ſlffo to the Love of Women , 
{that he had to the number of a 


Thouſand , contrary to the Pro- 


tarry'd him even to Idolatry. 


[His Subjets followed ſo great an 
Example , and from this time 
the Manners of the 7Tſraclires 


bye K 2 fell 
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ibition of God's Law: And the Deut. 17. 
plaiſance,, he had for *%em , *7- 
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fell more and more into Corrup- 
tion. - | 


The: Diviſion of the two King- | 


domes of 1ſ-ael and Fudab did {till 
Avgment the Miſchief; The cor- 
ruption was much greater in Iſrael, 
where 1dolatry reigned, the ſource 
of all manner of Sins. : Reyolts 


. and Teaſons were frequent there. 


In 7adah the Scepter departed not 
from the Family of David: There 
were ſundry pious Kings,Prieſts,and 
Levites,who retired thither,andkept 
up there the Obſervation of the 
Law much purer , with the Tra- 
dition of the true Religion. In 
thoſe Later times, when the 

was contemned, Commerce and In- 
rercourſe with Strangers became 
very frequent, and chiefly topro- 
cure Succours in War; whichis 
the foundation of 'the manifold 
Reproaches, that the Prophets 
made *em of the little Confidence, 
they had in God. The Strangers 
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they molt ſought to, were the.4{ 
ſyrians and the Egyptians, twothe | 


moſt powerfolNations at that time. 

And to pleaſe them, they imitated 

their Manners and their Idolatry 
an 


k 


| 
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e 


of the Tiracſites. 

and the ruine of the 1/-aclires fol- 
| lowed the fortune of thoſe Nati- 
ons, when Egypr fell, and Aﬀſyria 
80k the uppermoſt. . 


WY CIS 


E PART. 11. 
1 Captivity. 
PD OA'P. I 


Of the Fews, 


FI*His is, what ſeemed to me 
& moſt Remarkable in the Prin- 
ciples and Manners of the 1ſraelires, 
as long as they lived with full Li: 
berty in their own Country, with- 
out being mingled among Aliens, 
or: being the. SubjeCts of Infidels. 
Eet us now take a proſpect of their 
hſt eſtate from the Captivity of 
' Babylon until their laſt Diſperſion. 
\ Tho they were ſtill the ſame Peo- 
ple, and had ftill the ſame Maxims 
and, Manners at the bottom, yet 


weſhallfind conſiderableDifferences. 
P K 3 And 


< 
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And Firſt they were only called 
Jew: in thoſe latter times , for 
that indeed none but the Kingdow 
of Judah did then ſubſiſt, Samaria 
was ruin'd , and Salm4naſſer had 
carryed away the ten Tribes, t6 


rael , above an Age | before the 
Deſtrution of Jeruſalem. And 
altho the Kingdom of Fadah dit 
likewiſe include the entire Tri 
of Benjamin and Lyvi with ſeveral 
particular Families of all the Rel 
whom Teal for Religion ha 
brought thither; after the Schiſme 
of Feroboam , all were jumb Ri 
gether and confounded in the nadie 
of Fadea and the Fewse. ® 
After the death of Foffar as 
that Kingdom did eyidently tenf 
fo it's rnine, a great "nn t 
the Jews difperfed *emiſelves ons 
ſide, and were harbour*d- art 
the , gage 1+ , = Moabites , thi 
Idumeans , and other Neighbotr- 
ing People. Of them, wh6 
ſtay'd at Jeruſalem when it was 
taken, the Chaldeans carryed the 
moſt conſiderable away Captive}, 
and left only the poorer ſort to 
Manure 
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Jy 


whom was given the name of Jfz | 


P 
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Manure and till the, -Lands;' and 
y£x thoſe that were left, were hur- 
xd away .into Eyypr alittlewhile 
CET... Ca? 00644 © | 

»;45.to thoſe, who were carryed 
| W, Babylon, they were _ Slaves to 
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| the King and to his Sons,” as we 2 Chron: 
in Scripture, For ſuch was 36- 20. 


eg the Law of War. All that 
e taken in Arms, all the Inha- 
Roonts of a City forced or rendred 
on, Diſcretion : andof the open 
untry dependant thereon, were 
wes to the Conquerour , and ap- 
prtain'd to the Publick or the 
avate Perſon ,, who had taken 
m;. according to the Laws ſet- 
ed in every Country for the Ac- 
vilition, and the Dividend of the 
Oty. , So at the Sacking of Troy 
that remained alive, were made 
yes, even, Queen Hecrbs andthe 
Princeſſes. her Daughters, The Gre- 
' Gay and Roman Hiſtories are Stufirt 
with the . like.cxamples. 'T he Ro- 
s put Irons on the Kings, who 

| obſtinately reſiſted. them, and 
Slew: them, after they had ſhown 
'</:42 Eriuwph. - They, ſold, the 


People. by loch 'of Candle, and 


diſtributed 
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diſtributed the Lands amony'thefx 
Citizens, whom they ſent thithg 
to ſettle Colonies ; which was 
undoubtedly a means to ſecuie 
their "Conqueſts. Nor the. Fews 
nor the Jſ7aelites were ſo hardly 
treated by the Aſſyrians : Somy 
had a great liberty, as Tobit unde 
King Enemeſſar; and forme werg 
very- Rich, as Tobit _ himſelf , his | 
kinſman Ragnel, and his Tiend Gs 
bael, and at Babylon Foacim Sufus 
#45 Husband. it appears alſo by 
the Hiſtory of Suſanna , that the 
Fews, tho Captives, had the. ex» 


F__TTTT_TT TT ——_— 


erciſe of their: Law'even- to - the 
eſtabliſhing of Judges, -who ſat up- 
en life and Death. | 
However it was impoſlible, but 
that their being thus intermingled 
with Strangers ſhould cauſe a-great 
change intheir Manners, and Prin- 


ciples; Whereof one of the moſt | 


fundamental was to be ſeperate 
from Strangers. Several were pre- 
vailed with to worſhip Idols, oy 


eat forbidden Meats ,- to Mat 
ſtrange Women ; and' [they all 
conform'd themſelves to their 
Maſters in Indiffcrent things, =y 

tne 


m 
{0 
IC 
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the Langiage. Thus: during the 
frenty 'years' of the Captivity , 
they forfot Hebrew; ſo that none 
but- the-Learned underſtood- it : 
And their yulgar Tongue was Sy- 
#4%k or *Chaldee, Tach as we meet 
| Withal 

ſes on the'Scripture, which 
7 afterwards made, that the 
Feople might underſtand it. They 
hanged allo - their” Letters - In- 
Mad of the Ancient ones, which 
—mrigeenys preſerved, they 
wok thoſe of the Chaldeans, which 
Wetall Hebrew." 


—_— 
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Ph; Retiirn of "the Fews and 
" their State. under the Perſi- 
+ ABS, | 


198) (717 91 p; 
|ST-7-Hen. Cyrus had given them 


their Liberty with a-Per- 


miſſion to retorn-into Jadea, and. 
to: rebuild the Temple, they did 


not.all return, norall thoſe that did, 
. K 5. art: 


ta * 
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at one time. -- & great number'sf 
'em ſtill. remained at Babylon -and 
other places;, where - they--found 


themſelves {ſetled. - Thoſe who 0 


returned, were not all fews: 


Some few of the ten Tribes wer | 


joyned to them ; and yet #aken|al 
together, they Made -uP  but!4 


ſmallcompany. The fiſt, -whan |: 


Zorobabel conduRed, did noti a 
mount to Fifty thouſand, including 
Slaves; and we may-Gueſs at thei 


Poverty by the ſmall parcel of xhex | 
Slaves and: thett, "Ca6tle 100 | 


vſand ſoul 


compariſon of Fifty. 


with what there mult have been in [1 
the time of Fehoſhaphat to makeup |: 


twelve hundred\ thouſand Fight- 
ing-men * . There Aikewiſe came 
back about fifteen hundred; and 
we way judge; - there.were-ſeverd 
other I roops. £5 A 
-Under the firſt Kiltifs of Peru 
they were very Feeble; hated® by 


Sangers their Neighbours, chiet- | | 


ly by © the' | Samaritans”, expbiel | 
to "their affronts 'and Calurmies, | 
and- ready to have their throats 


cet by their Enemies upon” the !* 


teaſt order of the great King; as 
We 


1” 


'1 


bs a 4. dn eas 3.4 
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of the lſaclites. 
{| 14ve-ſee by that cruel Edict, ,which 

(| bHaman Paconceagalgh them, and xq.z.12. 
e 

) 
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:fxom the direfulEfiects whereof they 
| «werepreſerved by Ether. Unable 
-| were they to finiſh . the, building 
| 0f-the Temple untill twenty years 
|| iafter their firſt Return; and ix 
| | 6400K. ?em ..up above ſixty years 
| | "More to compleat the Walls of 
| 6 Jerwſalem,which was thus fourſcore 
| ayears1n Re-eſtabliſhing. They did 
| ywhat-they. could to find out their 
| ancient. Inheritances, and to keep 
|zvpthe @ld diviſions of their Fami- 
|1\Jes.. For that purpoſe Eſdras 
1: gathers all the Gencalogies, that are 
{inthe beginning of the Chronicles, 
where he- principally enlarges up- 
-Qn.the three Tribes of Judah, Lev: 
and Benjamin, and very carefully 
and wartily. fets down their Habi- 
tations. For the -peopling Jer- 1 Efdr.xe, 
fatemi., they received all fuch as 3: 
| were willing, to dwell there; 
Which without doubt diſtracted 
'zthe order of the. Partages : Yet it 
was. juſt; - that thoſe preſent ſhould 
poſſeſs the Lands of thole, who 
. would not return, or who were 
nQ- more- to: be found, oO the 
atert 


x Contr, 
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Jater' times Joſeph reſided at Nat4d 
reth if Galilee , tho his Family was 


originally of Bethlehem. Anna thi | 


Propheteſs, tho of the Tribe of 4 
ſer dwelt at Fernſalem but they 
ſtill knew, of what Tribe they' 


were; they had preſerved theit! 


Genealogies, as we may ſee by tht 
of Foſeph , who” was but a pov! 
Artiſan. The Prieſts eſpecially' 
were very careful to ally thent' 
{elves only to Women of their- owti 
Tribes' and Foſephus ſhows the! 
precautions , they' uſed therein & 
ven in his time. To return to 
their Reeſtabliſhment, the Coun. 
try muſt needs have been very 
Poor, ſince Herodotus, who lived 
at the fame time, comptizes Syrra; 


Phenicia, Paleſtine, and the Ile of 


Cypras under one "Government , 
waich payed to Darius no more 
than three hundred and fifty: Ta- 
{ents Tribute, as' one of the leſſer 
Provinces, whereas that of Baby» 
lo alone did pay a thonſand. 3 

By little and little: the Jews 
Reeſtabliſhed themſelyes, and in 
the reſt of the Perſian Monarchy 
they lived very peaceably in akindof 


Republick, 


; 
F 


| 


' 


| 
| 


of the Ifraclites. 
Republick, goyern'd by the High 
Prieſt and the Conncil of Seventy 


one Elders. They had never been 


ſo faithfal to- the true God 3 and 
lince their Return from the Cap- 
tivity,there was no more takkof 1do- 
latry amongſt them, So ſenſible had 


| | they. been made by that ſevere 
| puniſhment, and the accompliſh. 
| ment of ſo many Prophecies. *Tis 
| true, the Apoſtates had the Liber- 


ty-to continue among the Lnfidels ; 
yet +thus there appeared no 7ews , 
but ſuch as were really ſo, 

"The Greeks began then to be ac- 
quainted with the Jews m Egypo 


ad Syria, whither they often tra- 


reHed, and they - gained much by 
this commerce, if we -may believe 
the moſt ancient Chrift:an Authors, 
=? ai Martyr and Clemens Alex- 
andrinus. For they alſure vs, that 
the Greek, Poets, Legislators and 
Philoſophers learnt their”. beſt 
Dodtrines of the Jews. And in- 
deed Solon made a Voyage into 
Egypt; and the Laws, which he 
gave the Athenians , had a great 
coherence with the Laws of Moſes. 
Pythagoras was a long time 1 E-- 

: £YP# 
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Bgypt,. and . went, to, Babylon, , 
Cambyſes's time 5, io that he. h 
ſeen the , Fews ,. and might hays 
converſed with them. ZPlaro ſtudy 
cd ſeveral years in Egypr, and, hp 
makes Socrates ipegk 10. many,ex- 
cellent things, -founded -upon,.4/ 
Principles, . which AZoſes taught, |-9, 
that we may .conjecture., he.thada | 44 
knowledge of them. The Jews | iy 
did really practiſe, what he pig | 4 
poſes beſt in his. Common-weak | 
and in his Laws; every , one | 4 
live by his own Labour, without | x 
Luxury and Ambition , - without | + 
being liable to be ruined, and | :- 
growing too Rich, Counting Juſtice 
for the greateſt good, avoidingall | |. 
change and novelty. In the Per- 
ſons of. Hoſes, David, and Solomon: | +. 
we find examples of .that W/:ſe-man, | 
whom -he wiihed for the Goyern- | 
ment of a Statc, and the rendring | 1 
it happp, and whom he.. Guſt got | 
hope for in the- Train of all, Ages: | - 
In.divers- places he: relates..certajn i 
Traditions ., .without , ſupporting 
**m- with any proof, the Autho- 
rity of which he Reverences, and | 
which manifeſtly are parts of the 
true- 
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Doctrine, touching the Judg- 
of men'after their Neath, and 
eState of another Life, If Pla- 
re-and the other Grecians had not 
learnt” thoſe great truths imme- 
diately/ from the Fews ,” they had 
learnt*them atleaſt fromthe other 
Ofientals, who being much nearer 
the*fource of Mankind, and hav. 
| ing writings much more. Ancient 
than - the Greeks, had preſerved 
' many "Traditions more of the 
' Aſt men, tho involved in many 
Fables. 


— —_ 
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CAP. 111 


The. Stats | ;f the Fews under 
| «+ the Aacedanians...'. 


T*He Conqueſt - of Alexazder 
= tus the ' Jews much.-mare 
_ known-to the Greets , wholeaub. 
ije&ts'they.hecame., » Joſephus bangs 
Proofs thereok from: the Teftiyuo- 
nies of Clearchus - the Dilciple -of 


s 
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 Ariſtorle, and of Hecatens the Ab- 


derite, They continued to: live ac+ 
« cording, 
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2Cont.Ap, One, and* ſometimes the ' others" 


Joſep. 12 
Anti9- 


Country of . Cyrenes ' "But: after! La 
ward$” knowing how ' Religious '!! 
and faithful"they were to their /|ed 
Oaths, he pot *em imto his Garri- '- be 
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cording to their. Laws. under 
Protection : of © the ; pi |c0L 
Princes, as "they. had: done yndetPhr 
the Perſjav. But as they were bel#|#h 
twixt the Kings of Syria and of"|08s 
Egypt, ſometimes they obey? d the" 


acording as thoſe Kings w 

ſtrongeſt: They were welt-or ill 
uſed according to the humour-or'Þy: 
intereſt of the Kings, and thecres" 
dit of their ;Enemies. © Alexante} ci 
the Great being ſatisfyed of 'theip |ibe 
AﬀeCtion and Fidelity, gave -therti* |*V 
Samaria , and exempted 'em from\|'J 
Tribute : And” when he built 2 |Þe! 
lexandria,” he fetled Fews there" An 
with the other Citizens , info-"" 
much as they -went likewiſe un-" 
der ' the "name ''* of Mareroniant.” 
Indeed , the 'firf"of ' the" Ptdlomys® | 
having taken 7eruſalen by ſurprize, | Ph 
carryed away a 'great ntumber"6f” : 


the Fews-Captive into Evyp#, ahd 
ſcattered them as far as into'the- : 


ſons," and-treated them. fo kindly” |® 


that 
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ilthat- he engaged ſeveral others to 


jcome into his ſervice. His Son 
MW Philadelphus ſet all the Jews free , 
"who were Slaves in his Domini- 


(01088, and ſent great Preſents to Fe- Ibid. 12- 
w\ſatem in favour of the Tranſlati- Anti. 2: 


0/00, which he cauſed to be made of 
their Law. 

\They were likewiſe favoured 
«Py {ſeveral Kings of Syria, Seleucus 
INicanor gave them the right of 
J\Cittzens in the Towns he built in 
| |the  Lefſer Aſia and the lower Syria , 
:\even- in Antioch his Capital Ci- 
{|ty,- with priviledges , which were 
{ [perpetuated under. the Romans. 
> Antiochus the great, having receiv- 
[6d many ſervices from the Fews , 
| |((fanted Immunities and a very gra- 
(cious Charter to the City of Fera- 
ſalem : And for to ſecure Lydia and 
|\Phrygia, which . were --not firm e- 
|nough in theis Obedience to him, 
there he eſtabliſhr Colonies of Fews; 
granting *em places to build in,and 
Lands to Cultivate. The firſt Prt- 
\riledge, which the Jews ever cray- 
|ed -on thoſefoccalions, was the l1- 
berty.of exerciſing their Religion, 


and obſerving their Law. But 0- 
- therwiſe 
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The-Qzauners | 
therwiſe . they. could - not .cxempmilat 
themſelves from Neing much taiatggia 
with the Manners. of the Greeks, al 
they had been-with .thole.,of tg ia 
Chaldeans, and others -. eſpecially 
they were obliged to {pcak..ohs | 
Greek T ongue, which then. beca 
the Univerſalone through the Eally loft 
and did always obtain as long a3 | 
the Roman Empire ſubſiſted, thergi lp; 
From whence it proceeds, that.Jies, 
veral took Grecian names, . as, ri- |» 
ſtobulus, Philo , Ardrew, Philip,..Q, 
diſguiſed with Greek, the Hebrew 
Dames, as Jaſon for Feſwus , Samay 
for Simeon, Hiere/alyma tor. Fern 
fe Heme. 5390 | 

I believe, it was about. ..thih |# 
time, that the Jews paſſed the Seas, 
and ſetled in Exrope. For thols, Ft 
who could ſpeak Greek, and wels '7, 
already accuſtom'd. to live. with | 
the Gregians in, AſiaggSyris, and Fo ys 

of 


ypt, might eaſily dwell i all, the 
ountries of the Grecian Empires |g 
even In /Adacedonia and: Achaias, AG | 
cording as they found moſt Conye+ |; 

nience ,and liberty. We. ſee JiK&; | 
wiſe, that St. Pal met with-a val. |, 
number in all the Cities of Groogd ib 
| won ! + 


of the-Iſraclites, 
ven he went to Preach the Goſ- 
9 pe! there, near two hundred and 
Itty years after the time of Antio- 
(9 the Great, Theſe Half Gre- 
TI Fews were thoſe, whom the 
FIreentals Called Fleniſts : And to 
" Gentiler they applyed the name 
FHeHenes, which properly figni- 
ks Grectans : So that with St. 
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"The Fews could not thus be in- 
\ fexmixt with the Greeks , but the 
b Grecians , being then very curious , 

weld pry-into their Religioniand 
! (eir: Laws, and chiefly, ſmce_ the 


| red . Books were Tranſlated. 
= es 'and the true Philoſopbers 
] 
; 
| 


ired them, as we may judge by 
what Strabo has written thereof a Strab. lib, 


ptione after:But moſt oftheGrekz 16. 

'of that Age, were uncapable of 're- 

living 'the Manners and -Maxims 

of the Fews. Theſe were too 

'Grave and ſerious for them, who 

'\wete effeminated by the Aſratic ut primum 
Vixnry; and who no longer ems poſriomugs 
ployed their time but in Gimcracks En 
and trifles. 'The”truth is, they 774, 4. 
had a yaſt Miltitude of _— 
I . phers 
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_ phers; but moſt of *em conten 
ed themſelves with barely "diſtogynv 
ſing of Virtue, and heating tlie 
ſelves in- Diſpute. 'All the Ret 
the \Grecians 'were "taken up wit 
the cnrioſity and love of fine" "td 
and they had a peculiar 'Knj ag. 
that way. Some ſet themſelvel! 
Rhetorrick, others to Portry 4 
Muſick.- The Painters, Engr: 4 
and Architects were. thoughty 1 
conſiderable and lofty People." : 
thers gave themſelves wholly oft my 
to. G mngſticks for the formir wo 
their Bodies , leſt they ſhould? | 
worſted in 'wraſtling. '-Othe 
pitcht upou Geometry; Aſtronoday it? 
and natural 'Philoſophy.”” T 
were none. but Scholars, and 
Wits, ſuch as were curious and 
dle, of all ſorts. | Th 
The Manners and Principtes; fÞ* 
Rome dulce the Romans were then much *mon\F* 
—_— © ſolid. They only applyed hed 
Uulſe man, ſelves to Agriculture, to' the” Stib 
domo, &c, dy of the Law, and to D—_— 
xvat.thid. and willingly relinquiſh'd the GI6 | 
excudent a- ty of excelling in the Politer Art 
{74ſpirantia 214 curious Sciences to the Trecian, |: F 


8 


» 


gl) ky 


mollius 14. 


4s. v.847, {oF to Goyern Kingdoms, w 
P 


of the. Iſraclites 


ine, 1crious, humour of the Fews 
oceeded . much farther, ſince 
Wy. placed, their /Principal Study 
| Morality and 1n the ſervice of- 
0G 


wod..  Whereof we bave a rare 
ample in the Book of Eccleſraſti- 
;WEitten at that time. Yet it 
pas. for. this very reaſon, that the 
e&&s termed them Ignorant, ſee- 
7 they..only aimed, at the know- 


(+ 
\ 


bu 
, 
: 


em. - Barbarians., a name which 
ley. gave to all thoſe, that were 
ot Greeks, and detpis'd them more 
ban other Strangers, by rea- 
ba; of their Religion ., which 
\ſkemed to them maroſe and abſurd. 
[They ſaw the Jews abſtain from 
Debauchery, nor out of Oeconomy 
kad. Policy, but a Principle of 
(Conſcience. To them this ſeemed 
n9.ſcyere ; and above all they were 
tended at the repoſe of the Sab- 
th, at their feaſts, and the di- 
inction of Meats, | 

Add to this, that the horrour 


of. Idolatry made the Jews reject 


Sculpture 


wat. Chains on the :necks of Con-: Joſ. conr, 

W1n- - » | A 1 ' 
ed Nations, , making; that ( as APP-l-1. c. 

Weg. faics,) their prime, buſineſs. 4*!2-c.6. 


dee oftheir own Law.They called 
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1g. Cont, 
Cell. 1. 5, 
Fudrorum 

Mos triſtis 
abſurdusque 
act. 5. 
Hiſt, init. 


Che-MWannets 
Sculpture and'Paintmg,' and Koſ 
them from: liſtning-'to/ the Fabi 
of the Poets, and reading of rhe 
Writings- © What an indign: 
on would it raiſe in a Grammal 
on Or a Rapſodiſt to ſee a Few 
ple ypon Homer, and term hi 
falſe Prophet and an Impoſton 
ſhew the Lewd and abſurd think 
in the Genealogies of the Gods, Þ! 
their Metamorphoſes,&e their Amoar 
How could it be endur'd; that: 
ſhonld- deteſt the Infamies-of ot 
Stage, and the Abominations 1n elit 
Ceremonies of Bacchus and Yen 
In ſhort that he ſhould maintaovh 
that there was no God but his; w 
was the true God, and that the 
were the-only- People upon Earthilf 
who knew' the truth as to Relig 
on and the conduct of Manners/ff 
The Fews were ſo much the lt 
hearkned to, in that they were na 
$kill'd jn making excellent Harast 
gues,. or in forming and Figurinfſ} 
of Argyments ; and that ford 
proof of thoſe great truths, thegſ| 
only alledged matters of Fat, 5.4] 
the mighty Miracles that God hat|; 
done inthe fight oftheirForefathers| 

Now 


of the: fraelites. 210 
reſſNow the commonilty of the Greeks 
aobtt not-diſtinguiſh' thoſe Miracles 
nom the Prodigies, they alfo re- 
ed-10 their Fables : And the Phi- 
$0phers believed thera impoſſible, 
mecauſe they did not argue but 
m' the Rules and methods of 
igature; which they held neceſſary 
oe an abſolute Neceſſity. 
, Þ: Fhe- Greeks being thus diſpoſed, Se the rw9 
fiery willingly open'd their Ears to 7 Books 
+Calnmnies of the Phenicians , y 20 
bh. 4 ptians 5 and otker Enemies of p;ox. e 

ie "Fews, And from hence with- 
queſtion came thoſe: filly and 
I! tinent Fables, which Tacitus 
198'' ſeriouſly tells us , when he 
wiwould unfold the O:cigine of the 
Milfews, and act the: learned H:ſtor:. 
al, and which 'we likewiſe ſee in 
$[[faffin, who had been alſo douſed 
dJmn'the ſame Spring. 
&'vBur beſide thoſe lyes, which 
6[mipht eaſily beſlighted, the Greeks 
j[vent on to Violence and Perſecu- 


5 Hiſt, 


tion. Thus Prolomee Philopater af- 
ter having loſt the battle of Raphia 
e|diſcharged his choler againſt them, 
t|#nd his Son Epiphanes 1rritated at 
$[bis- haying been hindred from en- 
[| tring 


The Manners * 


tring into the : Sanctuary ,. weullfhc 
needs expole them to Elephanes 
Under Seleucus - Philopater Kingaolitt 
Syria , Heliodorus Came to pillagalt 
the ſacred Treaſures, and was'ons-. 
ly lett from doing 1o by a Miraclg|g 
la a word, under Atiochus his Sod 
ccllours began the. greateſt Perfealli 
tion, they. ever / ſuffered, whichil 
may at leaſt be £quall'd with any}] 
the Chriſtians alterwards © under} 
went. And indeedamongthe Jaw 
were. the firſt Martyrs, that'w#| 
know of, for” the cauſe of Gaul 
and lis holy Law,. to Wit, ths|l 
three Companions of Daniel, whdk 
were put into the Furnace ; and] 
hinaſelf, when expoſed to the Li#h 
ons, had the merit of Martyrdomej 
but. God perform'd Miracles wW 
2 Macc .6. their Preſervation + Eleazar , the 
13-2. Seyen Brethren, and others, whom 
the Hiſtory of the Maccabees does 
mention, gave up their Lives for. 

God and for the Law of their Fore- 
fathers; -and 'tis the firſt example, | 
x that I meet withal, in all Story of | 
that kind of Vertue. We can ſee | 
no infidels before that time, nor e- | 
ven Philoſophers, whochoſerather 
| tO | 
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2 Macc. 3, 
7. KC, 


2 - £7 
43. &C, 


Dan. 3. 16. 
616.14-30 


_ of the Ifraclites. 


Iifto fuffer Death by the moſt cruel 
Puniſhments , than to violate 
lltheir Religion, and the - Laws of 
Witneir Country. 
r|-. "True , there were Fews , who 
$ifave way to the Perſecution, but 
ich as had fo intirely renounc'd 
iſe Religion and+ Laws, as to 
bake uſe of Artifices to bide their 
7} [Circumciſion 3 ſo that they were 
jo longer counted Fews. And 
# thoſe , who continued faithful , 
v8 iyere - ſo Zealous for their Law 
x and Liberty, that at laſt they took 
ws up Arms to defend it againſt the 
d kings of Syria, who openly 
& ftiolated all the Priviledges , 
which the Perſian Kings had grant- 
od them, and which had been 
lowed 'em by Alexander and 
> other Macedonian Kings, 


EE ns ns A - n— —a—nS-aty a-—- s = 
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I" 
CAP. XXX. ff 
id 
The Reign of the Aſmoniant 


A 
Ns 


Hus are we come to the tin | 

of the Maccabees, when b 
Jewiſh nation did recover it. { 
and appear with a new . Luſtrgh 
They were no longer thoſe poggh 
People, who only thought of Li 
ing in peace under the-conduCh, 
their High-Pcieſt and Elders. veal 
ry happy in having the Liberty 
cultivate their Lands, and fſervet 
the God of Heayen after their ownÞ 
Mode. A State it was wholly Iyþ 
dependent , and ſupported it. ſell: 
by good Troops,. Strong Places) 
and Allyances not only with they 
Neighbouring Princes, . but withigt 


- far diſtant States, and with Rowe 


Joſeph, 


it ſelf. The Egyptian and Syria 
Kings, who had treated*em {10 il 
were afterwards conſtrained tz 


Court their Friendſhip. The Jewſq 


Antiq. 13, made great Conqueſts. Fohn Ew; 
can took Sichem and Gerizem, and, 
ruin: 


T7, 


vfthe Iſraelites. 
[Tuin'd the Temple of the Sama- 
"Titans : SO abſolute was he in all 
\'\the Land of J1ſrazl. He extended 
{his Conqueſts into Syria, where he 
\|took many Cities after. the Death 
of Antiochns Sidetes, and into Idu- 
«mea, which he fo entirely ſubdu- 
'as to oblige the Jaumeans to 
Ifcumciſe ' themſelves, and to ob- 
fre the Moſaical' Law, as being 
(Meorporated with the Nation of 
"" _—_ His Son Ariſtobalus add- 
Ma'the marks of Royalty to the 
Rl Power , taking the Diadem, 
FI the title of Kings, and Alex- 
Mey 7addexs made likew: fe ſundry 
enqueſts | 
Wy'But this glory of the Fews was 
Fa ſhort continuance. Where- 
*#-the weakniag of the Ringdoms 
Syria and Egypt had made ve- 
7 -much for their Elevation, the 
Wital ruine of: thoſe two Kingdomes 
*Few'theirs along with it through 
immenſe increaſe of the Ro- 
os power. - And their Dome- 
k diviſiens*- alſo much contribu- 
Kthereto by the perpetual Misur- 
YFrſtanding of the two Sons of .4- 
Ender Fannens, Hyrcanus and A- 


1} = riſtobulns. 


A ae 


—_— 


BY 
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Jol. Ant1q. 
I 4+. 12, 


T6. l. I Fo 


the Yoak of the Grecians ,- until 
that Pompey's being called in by 
canus took Feruſalem , entred in 


-rributary. . They were aſterw 


After the defeat of Brutus all 


The Manners 
riſlobulur. ln ſhort , they evjoy'! 
their Liberty but eighty yearsſince 
Simon had . been-declared Head &f 
the Nation , after having caſt of 


the Temple, and made the; 


above twenty. years in a miſerab 
condition, divided by the Patt 
of thetwo Brothers, and pull: 
by the Romans, who carryed aw 
above 702 Millions at ſeveral tim 


Caſſius, the Parthians taking, ; 
vantage of the weakneſs of Mark 
Anthony , who governed the Eal 
rendred *emſelves Maſters of Synq' 
and Paleſtine, and carryed way f 
canus. In all that time of the i# 
man Civil Wars , and the Odd; 
which the Parthians got of they 
Paleſtine was expoſed to great. Þt 
ſolations by the Paſſages of.ſou 
ny Armies of divers Nations, 
by the - Incurſions of the Neig 
bouring People , particularly'of 
Arabians, 


\ 
| 


] 
| 
I 
\ 
f 
; 
{ 


*Tis true, it recruited it ſelf| 
" 1th 


"of the Iſiadlites; 
} | » 


nee ittle under Herod. He brovght 


; 
% 


ither Peace and Abundance : -He 


4 
. 


"cent, But we cannot ſay, the 
tews were a free People in -his 
time. He was not free himſelf, 
it wholly depended on the Roman 
aEMPCrours. : He was a Stranger , 
14 Originally an 1dumean ; He had no 
7; Religion, and only kept vupan out- 
> de Of it, as an Inſtrument of his 
P i Policy. He utterly pulld down 
tle Succeſſion of Bigh-Prieſts , 
4 Making one Hananeelto come from 
"14 Babylon, a conteraptible Wretch , 
-4\tho of the Sacerdotal Race. Since: 
-&< Which time there were no Hjgh- 
*-{ Prieſts, but whom -and as long as 


- I 1 
p 7 


: 


7 | the King pleaſed. 

»+ - Aﬀter .the Death of Herod, we 
64 Puſt no longer reckon any Power 
m+10 74dea: His Children only con- 
od ſeryed parts of his Kingdome, nor 
+ did they keep; *em long. _ Judea it 
oo ſelf had Roman Governours, depend- 
: 18g On the Proconſul of Syria. In a 
cat word $i the Fews were baniſh'd 
from: thence, and reduced to the 
1ej State they are in at this day. So 


this'is the laſt Poſture, we muit 
| conſider 


s Powerfnl'; Rich, and Magni- 
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conſider them in; ſince their Liber! 


ty under Simon and the Afmoniani', 
until their ruine under 'Yeſpaſian; 


Which jsa fpace of 209 years, com! | 
prehending the greateſt parr of the* | 


Hiſtory of the Maccabees, and” alt 
that of the New Teſtament,whete\ 
in the Manners of theFews are' 
different , from what they werew 


3 
former times. \s 
7 


CCC 


— NE re er Os 


C A P. XXXI. 
Aanners of the Fews in the, 


later times. 


Ith ſeveral Nations were the: 
MV YFews intermingled. Some 
of *em. were 'ſetled irr every nation! 
under Heaven, as the'Scripture fay's; 
of whom divers came to dwellin 


Fudea, or atleaſt took thither | 
{ome Journey of Deyotion,. to Sas: | 


crifice in the "Temple, where it was 
only permitted them fo to do« 
Moreover, there were always: from 
time to time ſome Gentiles, who 
wcre converted, and became Pro» 

ſelytes, 


'| 


| of the texelites. 


halytes. So that the Fews were no 


longer ( properly ſpeaking ) .one 
ſole People, uſing the ſame Tongue 
and the fame Manners, but ſeve- 
ral Nations ,. who began to reaſ- 
ſemble under the ſame Religion - 
However they conſider'd one ano- 
ther as Brethren, and helped one 
another, in whatſoever part ofthe 
World they were diſperſed. They 
exerciſed Hoſpitality towards all 
Travellers their Country-men, and 


aſſiſted the poor of all Provinces , 


7 Sacrifices , the 


; | but chiefly of Fudea. As thoſe , 


who lived afar off, could not pay 
the Tenths and firſt Fruits iu theic 
Kind, nor come to tlie Temple to 
make their oblations at all theFeaſts, 
they converted into Money all thar 
was God's due: And all thoſe 
Contributions being gathered toge- 
ther made a conſiderable Tribute , 
which - each Province ſent every 
year tO Fernſalem for the Charge of 


Maintenance of Jof. 14. 


| the Prieſts and the poor. This 5% 12: 

is. that Fudaic Gold which Tully 

ſpeaks of. 0 
In Fadea the: Fews were govern'd 


( as before) by the council of 7 - 
0 


Pro flacco* 
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C Sanheadr, 
Maccoth. 
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old men which they called 'the; - 
Sanbedrim, from a corrupted Greek | - 


word : And theſe were the Eldets 
of the People, mention'd - in the 
Goſpel. There were likewiſe ( as 
has been faid) three and twent 
Judges in each City. 'Tis to'th 
time we muft principaly refer al 
that the Talmud ſay's of the Forni 
of Judgments, and the Execution 
of Juſtice. "3 
The Fews of Fudea were evet 


much addifted to Husbandry ,'to | 


the breeding of Cattle, and to the 
Management of a Country-Farm. 
There are ſome Medals yet remain- 
ing of the Time of the Maccabees\" 


wherein we fee Ears of Corn aiid- 


Meaſures,to ſhew theFertility of the' 
Country, and the honour they ſet 
upon cultivating it. Moſt of the 


Farables: in-the Goſpel are drawn” 


from a Covntry-life ; The Sow-' 


er, the good Corn, the Tares, | 


the Vine, the good Tree, the- 


F raitleſs-tree, the ſtrayed Sheep5- 


the good Shepherd 3 audal! thisoft 


ſpoken in Cities, and Feru/alem it 
ſelf... The old bottom and ground-- i 


work of Principles and Manners 
do 


oa = ww == = wm” = a AC my owt © uct ans ai. £4 


( 
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ofthe-thaclites. 


do never change in any Nation. 
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There; are, ſtill Husband-men of 


good Quality in Sicily and Traly : 
and .there . will evermore be Hun- 

ErS aMONg the-Germays. 

; Several Parables ſhow, that the 
Fiaflick of money was very com- 
mon amongſt the Fews, and that 
they#had Bankers and Uſurers by 


Profeſhon.+ Several turned Pab!:- 


cans, that is, Farmers of Tri- 
butes and- Impoſitions ; tho that 


Employ brought a Publick Odium 


vpon-- them.- We 'have' a famous 
Example hereof in that- Foepb Son 
of-Tobias,' who under Prolomece E- 
rphanes-got to be chief Commiſlio= 
ner of the- Tributes of all Syr;4 and 
Phermora, and became extraordina- 
ty Rich: There were- alſo divers 
Handicraftsmen amongſt the Fews, 


[whereof the Apoſtles and ] ESU $ 


CHRIST himſelf are illuſtri- 
usExamples. - But what 1s moſt 
markable, is, that St. Pas! , tho 


..bronght+ up in Learning knew a 


rade too : And: the Fews relate- 


.\the ſame thing of cheir moſt famous: 
Rabbins. ' 


C ADP. 


Joſeph. 2, 
Antlqu. 4, 


-— 
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Joſ.12 'An- 


£19. 9. 18, 


2 War.12, 


ſerved God for TemporalRewards,| 


CAP. XXXIL 
Sets and Superſtitions. 


SEE 


Hen it was, that: the differ 
of Sects came into. play 

A little after the Death of 7 
Macchabeus and under his, Brother |. 
Fonathas , they began t0- talk, of | 
Phariſees and Sadducees. bs tas |: 
Text of the Law the Phariſees jayl- 
ed the Traditions of their Fathers, |- 
which had- been preſerved with |, 
out writing; and tho at, the bottom [4 
they maintained ſound. Doctrine, |; 
they huddled in it many Superſiith |x 
ons. The S«dqneees-togk theryak |; 
pture -literally ,. and, pretendeg; jt | 
did not obhge *em to beheve thi | x 
[6 
T 
f 
t 


: 


— 


Reſurrection or the .lmmortality of | 
the Soul; or that-there were; An- 
gels or Spirits. -.,So that; they, only | 


and gave ſcope to the Pleaſuregol/y; 
ſence, Moft part of the Grandees|/ 
and the Rich men were Sadducees ;| * 
and feveral among the Priefts.|« 
[The Populace was more fayouzable 

t< "K 


Es — 
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SON 
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TY ABDESED Ra 5 
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ws 


of the Ifaclites. 
- : to the Phariſees for their external 
ſhow of Piety ; and Queen .Alex- 
endra gave them a great power 


during the Minority of her Chil- 
dren. 


There was a third Set that of g,, Joſ.z. 


don't fee was different. from: the 
Phariſees, bnt their Manners were 
more pure. In good earneſt they 
applyed themſelves to the Study 
and Praftice of Virtue, they lived 
very. - retir'd., far from | Cities: 
Their Eſtates were in common; 
their - Food! very plain.. They 
{pent- much time in prayer , and 
the Meditation of the Law. Their 
way of Living did-much reſemble 
that vf the Prophets andRecbabites, 
Some of : them abſtair'd from Wo- 
men,” and led a like wholly Con- 
templative, ſo perfect; that ſeve- 
ral: of the Fathers have taken 'em 
for” Chriſtians, Being: the ſame q 
that” Philo | has. deſcribd under: 
the ''hame:: of Therapent a: | 


| ThePhariſces lived in theCommerce 
of the World - Moſt part addicted. 
to their intereſts, Ambitious, Stingy. 

b They, 


' the” "Efſens, whoſe Doctrine we 1,war.1 2, 


. — 


Mat. 23.23 


Mar. 7«- 4, 


Mar. 12; 
Luk.18.12 


Numo.1 5, 
38, 
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They pretended to an extrean exadt. : 
neſs in the outwar d PraCtice of the 
Law. TheTenths they gave not only 
of greaterFruits butof Lefler Herbs, 
Cummin, Mint, and Annis. They 
took mighty Care to waſh. them- 
ſelves; and to purify their Cups; | 
their Veſlels, and » all their Move 
ables. They kept the Sabbath [ 
wich fo much Scruple , that *t 
took it ill, if People ſhould'Ts 
Ears of Corn as they paſt” by. 
They faſted often, and many of *em * 
twice aweek, Monday.and Fhurf | 
days. On their Forehead and their 
tefr Arm they wore Writings, 
wherein were ſome Paſlages of the 
Law: For it was thus, that 'a& 
cording - to.'the letter they took 
the / Commandment of having-al- 
ways the Law of God before their 
Eyes and in their Hands; and they 
wore thoſe Scroles much bigger 
an the other Fews. At the Bor- 
ders of [their Veſtments alſo they 
wore Fringes of different Colouvs, | 
| 


to ſatisfie another Commandment , 
and they wore them much larger 
than others did, that their Devot+ | 
On might be known to the People. | 
They | 
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! They: gave Alms in publick, 'they Mar.6.2.s. 


prayed-in the Market Places and. 26 


they coloured their face with 
yellow , -that - they might 
leem to faſt the more, They 
thought it a great Injury to_ be 
.toucht by an Impure Wretch, and 
fagy held for ſuch not only the 


. Gentiles and the Notorions Sinners, 
but all thoſe that exerciſed odious. 


Pcofeſlions. - In ſhort, all their 
Devotion was only Pride and Inte- 
reſt: They ſeduced Ignorant Peo- 
ple by their fine Diſcourſes, and 
bigotted Women, who threw a- 
way their Eſtates, to enrich them : 
and under the Pretence, they were 


the People of God, and the Depo-- 


ſitors of his-:Law,, they deſpiſed 
the Greeks and Romans, and all the 
Nations of the Earth: 

In the Few:ſb Books we ſee ſtilt 
thoſe Traditions of the Phariſees 
whereof they made then ſo horri- 
ble a Myſtery , and which wert 
written about 'an Hundred yeacs 
aſter the Reſurre&ion of JESUS 
CHRIST. *Tis impoſſible for 


| thoſe, that have been brought up 


| in-other Maxims to imagine the 


4 

p 

"CENTS 
. M 


riyolous 


Mat, 23.14, 
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frivolous and impertinent Queſti- 


ons, wherewith thoſe Books are! |. 


ſtuffed;viz. Whether it be permit- 


ted on the Sabbath day to mount 


on an Aſs tocarry him to Water; 


or whether you muſt. hold him by- 
the Neck; - whether one might: |. 
walk the ſame day Lands newly |: 


ſowed, ſince he runs a hazardiof 
carrying away ſome Grains with 
his feet, and conſequently of ſow- 
ing them. Concerning the  Purif<- 
cation' of old Leven” before the* 
Paſleoyer ; whether it be neceſlary: 
to renew the © purifying of an 
_ Houſe, when you have feen a 
Mouſe pals in it witha Crum of 
Bread 3 whether it be. Lawful to. 
keep | paſted Paper, 'or a Plaiſter , 


wherein there 1s any Flower-; whie-- | 


ther after the old Leaven 1s burnt, 
it be permitted to eat, what has 
been baked with the. coals, which: 
remains thereof. And amillionof 
other caſes -of Conſcience: of -+th&s 
like ' force, which the ' Talmud'is: 
full-- of with - it's Commentaries. 

Thus the Jews. forgot the no- 
ble Grandeur of the Law of God, 
to apply themiclyes to low. and: 

, pitiful 


— > \— T_T OE — eo 


”» OG ONES» © & wa 


— 


of-the Ifraclires. 


pitiful things: And they were 


found "very groſs- and yery i2no- 
rant in" Compariſon of the Greeks , 
who  m their Schools treated of 
more: uſeful and more elevated 
Queſtions, or in Phvſicks or Mora-- 
lity, and who had ar leaſt a fiveer 
Politeneſs , if they had not Vertue. 
Not': but that there were alway 
fome- Fews more curious than others 
to-Fpeak- Greek well, who read the 
Booksot the Gyecians,and imbibed 
their Learning in Grammer, Rheto- 
rick 'and Philofopby, Such was Ari- 
ftobulus a Peripatetick Philoſopher 
and 'Preceptor of Protomee Philo- 
metor. Such. were Eupolemils , 
Pemetrins, and : the two  Philo's. 
There" were - Hiſtorians alſo , who 
wrote in |Greth, and after the Gre- 
cian manner , as Fafon the Cyrene- 
an and the Authour of the Second 
Boek of Marcabees, who has a- 
bridg'd-it; and as Joſephus. It was 
at Aexandria, where moſt of thofe 
Fews were , who Studied the learn- 
.ing of the Greeks, The other 


| Jews contented themſelves with 

| ſpeaking Greek, to be underſtood , 

| thatis, groſly, and keeping the = 
\ tura 
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tural turn, of their own T oligys 7 
And 'tis in that Barbarous Gree, 
the New Teſtament is written. |r 
The Apoſtles and Evangelifts cony1g 
tented themſelves with a_clearnels |, 
and brevity. of Style, deſpyling, all 
the Ornaments of. Language, ang; 
making uſe of what wyords-yere, 
the molt proper to- be dine, | 
by the Common People of their -pa- 
tion : Inſomuch as for; the . well-F+ 
apprehending. their Greek, tus T6 þi 
quiſite to know Hebrew: and. Syreaghs! 
The Fews of theſe latter times fy 
were much exerciſdin reading ofthe; 
Law and the holy, Scripture. - They. tte 
thought it not enovgh to explain" 
it literally :- They found out there- / 
in ſeveral figurative ſenſes by Alle- 41 
gories and divers Appropriations. | 
We ſee it not enly inthe new Te-, : 
ſtament and the Writings of. the. 
ou Anon Fathers, who have | 
. - Ciſputed againſt them but/in the: 
<5, gn Talmud , and' the , oldeſt Hebrew 
fth. rabba., Commentaries, on the Law, which 
| &C. they. call the great Geneſis, the;greas 
Exodus, and-io of others.. Thoſe 
Figurative ſenſes. they held by 
Traditions from' their. Fathers, 


But 


of the Iſraelites. 
But in ſhort, the Manners of 
thoſe Zews were very bad and ve- 
ry much corrupted. They were 
litily proud of being of the Race of 
Abrabam,&pufft up with the promi- 
ſes of the Meſlias his Reign, which 
hey knew to be at hand, and 
hich they formed. to themſelves 
{ fall full of Vanquiſhments and Tem- 
*/poral Proſperity. They were in- 
{tereſſed, avaricious and ſordid;eſpe- 
* IFlally the Phariſees, the greateſt 


90" cm "0h "ll, ge” 


1Hypocrites. They were unfaith- 


ful and inconſtant, always ready for 
edition and Revolt, under pre- 
nce of caſting off the Yoak 
tf the Gentiles. In a word, they 
: were violent, Boyſterous and cru- 
"#1, as we ſee by what they made 
JESUS CHRIST and his A- 
boſtles ſuffer, and by the unheard 
bf Mischiefs they did to one ano- 

ther.hoth during all the Civil Wars 
' Udthe laſt/ Siege of Jeruſalem. 


| - .64'P; 
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CAP. XXXI1IL 
The true 1ſraelites. 


T was however among that Peo- . 

ple, the Tradition of vertue/ 
as well as that of DoCctrineand Re- 
ligion was - preſerved. In thoſe]. 
later times they had ſtill very rare|: 
Examples ofGodlineſs Zacharias, 
old Simeon, the Learned Gamalie|, 
and many others ſet down in ar 


Hiſtory of the New Teſtament.]” 
All thoſe holy Perſonages, and}: 
generally all Spiritual Jews, cir- 
cumcifed in Heart as well as Bo-! 
dy, were Children of Abraham ,! 
much rather by imitation of his 
Faith than by their own Extrat-£ 
on. With a moſt ſteady  Faithjx 
they believed in the Propheſies and 
Promiſes of God : They waited 
impatieply for the Redemption: offi 
Tf-acl, and the coming of the Meſſi 
as, after which they long'd and 
ſighed. But they were ſenſible jd 
that it. behooy'd them not to co0l-þl 
fine their Hopes to this life; they | 
believed;|' 


of the Iſraelites. 


{cIived the Refurreftion, and the: 


iKingdom of Heayen; that the 
"Bleſſing of ' the Goſpel coming 

pon” - ſuch holy Diſpoſitions, ir 
"was ecaly to make perfeC&t Chriſti- 
«ns of thoſe true 1ſraclites. 


- BL FINIS. 
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el, | 

w, ome Books Printed for and 
vw Sold. by W.. Freeman over 
i-|-#g4i2/t the, Devil-Tavern by 
o.} 'Temple-Bar in Fleet ſtreet. 
p, 

WCarrons Novels. viz. The 
WJ: Fruitleſs Precaution. The Hy- 
tcrites. - The Innocent Adultery. 
icThe Judge in his own Cauſe. The 
Aival*" Brothers. The Inviſible 
omiſtriſs; ' ' The Chaſtiſement of 
/rywarice.. The unexſpefted Choice, 
1 

p 
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Wndred into Engliſh with ſore 
Additions. By Fohn Davis of Kid- 
+#y.1n Ot 1683. 

7 | The Clarks Manual , or an 9 
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att Collettion of the moſt approv- 
ed Forms of Declarations, Pleas, 
general Iſſues, Judgments, Demur- 
rers, and moſt kind of Writs-now 


uſed in the Court of Kings Bench., 


With neceſlary InſtruCtions to alll 


Clerks, Attornies and Sollicitors in: 


the uſe of the ſame. The ſecond] 
Edition in Octav, . 1682. 
An Infallible way to Content: 
ment in the midſt of Publick or! 
Perſonal Calamities. Togethet 
with the Chriſtians Covrage and 
Encouragement. againſt evil Tid) 
ings, and the fear of Death, In 12. 
The Court of the Gentiles, Pa 
4, of Reform'd Philoſophy Book?, 
of Divine predetermination; where 
in the nature of Dzvine Predetermine 
tzon 1s fully Explicated and Dem 
ſtrated, both in the gen&ral, as' all 
more Particularly as to the ſubſtra 
matter or Entitative ACt of Sin 
With a Vindication of Calviniſts 2 
others from that Blaſphemous Impus 
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